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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RO-2
WASHINIGTION, T 20443

May 30, 2062

Dan Cohen, Treasurer

Agsociation of Trial Lawyers of America
Political Action Committes

1050 31 Streei N.W.

Washington, DC 20007

Tdentification Number: 00024521

Reference: 12 Day Pre-Special General Report (7/1/01-9/5/01)

Degr Mr. Cohen:

This letter is to inform you that as of May 29, 2002 the Commission has not
received your response to our request for additional information, dated May 8, 2002.
This notice requests information essential to full putlic disclosure of your federzl election
campaign finances. To ensyre compliance Wwith the provisions of the Federsl Election
Campaign Act (the Act), please respond to this request (copy enclosed).

An adequate respomse must be received at the Commission by June 19, 2002,
Adeguate responses teceived on of before this date will be taken into consideration in
determining whether audit action will be initigted. Requests for extensions of time In
which to respond will not be considered. Failure to provide an adequate response by
this date may result in an audit of the cormmittee. Failure to comply with the provisions
of the Act may also tesult in an enforcement action against the committes. Any response
submitted by your committes will be placed on the public record and will be considered
by the Commission prior to taking enforcement acticn.

ationg and

g} in_an electronic and must submit an ed report in its gpti ra
an just thogs portions of the rt that are be epded. If you have any questions
regarding this matter, please contast Alice Kang on our toll-free number, {300) 4249530
(at the prompt press 1, then press 1 1o reach the Reports Analysis Division), o lacal

numbet is {202) 6341134,

Sincerely,

N AALS A

-/ Tohn T}, Gibson
Assiatant Staff Director
Reports Analysis Division
Enclosure




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-2

WASHINCTON, D.C. Egd

Dian Cohen, Treasurer
Association of Trial Lawyers of Améerica
Polibcal Action Committee '
1050 31¥ Street NJW.
hi 20007 -
Washington, DC WAY 08 20

Tdentification Mumber: Co0024521

R eference: 12 Day Special Pre-Primary Report {7/1/01-9%/5/01)

Dear br. Cohety.

This letter is prompted by the Commission's prehminary review of the report(s)
raferenced above. The review raised questions conceming certain information containad
in the report{s). An itemization follows:

_The beginning cash balance of this report should equal the endmg halance
of vour Amended Mid-Year Report dated 1/30/02. Please clarify this
discrepancy and amend any subsequent report{s} that may be atfected by
this correction.

~The totals Yisted an Lines 6(c) and 11{a)(iii), Colurmn B of the Summary
and Detailed Summary Page(s) appear to be incorrect. Please be advised
that you should add the "Calendar Year-to-Date” total from your previous
zeport to the current "Total This Pericd” figure from Colurn A to derive
the correct Column B totals. Please amend your report and any subsequent
reports that may be affected by this coreetion, '

Schedule A of your report discloses aggregate year-to-date totals for
contibutions received from individuals which appear to be incorreet
Please be advised that federal regulations require aggregate year-to-date
totals to include only those contributions which are received during the
calendar vear. In the event that the aggregate year-to-date total is cormeet,
please mote that federal regulations also require the disclosure of all
contributions received from individuals who have contributed over 3200.
11 CFR §104.3(a)(4) Please amend your report to provide the correct
aggregate year-to-date fotals,
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“Your report discloses mema entries frotn parmerships; however, it appears
that the partnership receipts have been omitted from this report. Partnership
coniributions are included in fhe total figure reported for “contributions
from individuals/persons other than politicel committees” on the Detailed
Summery Page. If a partrership contribution exceeds $200 or aggregates
over $200 during a calendar year, the committee must ifemize the
contribution on a Schedule A supporting Line 11{a)({}. Please amend your

+ report to clarify this discrepancy.

Ti “You have teceived contfbutions from numerovs entities, which appear to

it be unincorporated proprietorships or partnerships. Generally, these types of

2 contributions are to be attributed to ¢ach person based oo their percentage

ol of ownership in the firm. Each person who has contributed 1n excess of

i"L $200 since January 1 should be identified by name, address, occupation,
x narne of employer, amount of contribution, and ageresate total on Schedule

Eit A 11 CFR 8110.1(k} Please amend your report by providing the omitted

Ej information.

::E | _Commission Regulations require that a committee disclose the

identification of all individuals who contribute in excess of 3200 in a
calendar vear. (11 CFR §104.3{(a)(4)(i}) Identification for en mdividual is
deBned a8 the full name, meiling address, occupation and name of
employer. {11 CFR §100.12) Your report discloses coniributions iromn
individuais for which the identification is not complete.

You must provide the missing information, or if you are unable to do so,
yon must demonstrate that “best efforts” have been used to obtain the
information. To establish “best efforts,” you must provide the Commission
with a detailed description of your procedurss for requesting the
information, Establishing “best efforts” is a three-fold process.

First, your criginel solicitation must include a clear and conspicuous request
for the contribntor informmtion and must inform the conttibutor of the
requirements of federal lew for the reporting of such information. {11 CFR
§104.T{b)(1)}

Second, if the information is not provided, you must make one follow-up,
stand alons effort to obtain this information, regardiess of whether the
contribution(s) was solicited or not, This effort must occur no Jater than 30
davs after receipt of the contribution and may be in the form of a written




ASSOCTIATION OF TRIAL LAWYFERS OF AMERICA POLITICAL ACTION

COMMITTEE
PAGE 3

request ot an oral request docomented in writing. (11 CFR § 104.7(b}(21)
The request must: .

« clearty ask for the missing information, without soliciting a contribution;

s+ inform the contributor of the requirements of foderal law for the
reporting of such information, and

o if the request is written, include a pre-addressed post cerd or return
envelape.

Third, if you receive contributor infermation after the contribution(s) has
i beer teported, you shall either a) file with your next regularly schaduled

ﬁ“ report, an amended memo Schedule A listing all the contributions for which
j'j? additional information was received; or %) file on or before your nex
P, regularly scheduled reporting date, amendments to the report(s) originally
A disclosing the contribution(s). (11 CFR §104.7(bj)(4))

it

5: Pleass provide the missing information or a detailed description of your
4 procedures for requesting the information. For more information on
M demonstrating “best efforts,” please refer to the Campeign Guide.

A tesponse of amendment to your criginal report(s) cormecting the above
problem(s) should be filed with the Fedem! Blection Commission within fifteen (15) days
of the date of this letter, Elecironic filers must file amendments (to include statements
designistions and reports) in an electronic format and mwst submit an dmended i
its entirety, rather than just those portions of the report that are being amended. If you
need assistance, please feel free to contact me on our toll-free number, (300} 424-9530 {at
the prommpt press 1, then press 2 to reach the Reports Analysis Division). My loca]

number is {202) 634-1134,

Sincerely,

Alice K;g%h

Reports Analyst
285 Report Analysis Division
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