FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-2

WaSHIMG DM, DL 30483

Patricia Ann Tilson, Treasurer
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Comporation
RAILPAC (BNSF RAILPAC)
Post Office Box 961039 JAN 1 & 2002
Fort Worth, TX 76102

Identification Number: CH0235739
Reference: Sepiember Monthty Report (8/1/01-8/31/01)
Dear Ms. Tilzon:

This lctter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the repori{s)
referenced above. The review raised questions concemming certain information contained
in the report(s). An termization follows:

_Schedule B of your report discloses an in-kind contribution{s) designated
for the peneral election, but made before the primary election (pertinent
portion(s) attached).  In-kind conftributions of equipment, such as
compuiers, with a long-term useful life (e.g.. an election cycle, or perhaps
longer) are similar to contributions of moncy and may be designated for
slections bevond the next elcction, provided the coniributor designates the
contribution as such in writing. A contribution of this type of equipment is
distinguishable from in-kind contnbutions that are used only for one
purticular clection, such as non-cxempt contnbutions of food or beverages
consumed by primary election day workers, or printing or mailing costs
related to general clection cvents or fundraisers. Please amENd your repott
to include a description of the namre of the m-kind contribution(s} in
guestion. [ the in-kind contribution{s} on your report does not have a
“long-term useful life”, it may constinile an cxcessive contribution(s) for
the primary clection {see Advisory Opinlen 1996-29),

If any apparently excessive contribution in question was incompletely or
incorrectly disclosed, you should amend your original repott with clarifying

information.

If you have made an excessive contribution, you must request 2 refund or




pravide a written authorization for a redesignation of the contribution
pursnant to 11 CFR §1101.2{b} within 60 days of the measurer’s raceipt.

If the foregoing conditions For redesignations wers oot met within 60 days
of the treasurer’s receipt, your commitiee must obtain a refund.

Please inform the Commission of yonr comective action immediately in
wiiting and provide a phatocopy of the refund or redesignation request sent
to the recipient commiiee(s}). In additon, any refunds should be reported
on Schedule A supporting Line 16 of the Detailed Summary Page of the
report covering the period in which they are made. Redesipnations should
be reported as memo entries on Schedule B of the report coverng the
period in which the redesignation is made. 13 CFR §110.2(b)

Although the Commission may take further legal steps, prompt action by
your committee 1o refund or seck redesignation of the excessive amount
will be considered.

A Tesponse or amendment to your original report(s) correcting the above
problem(s} should be filed with the Federal Election Commission within fifteen (13) days
of the date of this letter. Elecironic filers must file amendments in an electromic format
and must submit an amended report in its entirety, rather than inst those portions aof the
repart that are being amended. If vou need assistance, please feel free to contact me on
our toll-free number, (300} 424-9530 (at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the
Reports Analysis Division). My local number is {202) 694-1 130,

Sincerely,

-

1_]‘ At ) _ﬁ-.«':l. TERILTA ST
Angel L. Williamson
Senior Reports Analyst

282 Reports Analysis Division
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SCHEDULE B (FEC Form 3X)
ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS
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