FEQERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RG-3
WASHINE TN, OE. 04431

January 10, 2002

Dan Cohen, Treasurer

Association of Trial Lawyers of America
Political Action Committes

1050 31% Strect N.W.

Waghington, DC 20007

Identification MNuamber: CO0024321
Refarence: Amended Mid-Year Report (1/101-6/30/01), reeived 1071701

Dear Mr. Cohen:

This letter is to inform you that as of January 9, 2002, the Conenission has not
received your Tesponse to our request fof additenal information, dated December 19,
2001. This notice Tequests nformation essential to full public disclosure of your federsl
election campaign finances. To ensure compliance with the provisions of the Federal

Election Campaign Act (the Act), please respond to this request {copy enclosed).

An adequate response must be received at the Commission by Jaouary 30, 2002
Adequate responses received on or before this date will be taken into comsideration in
determining whether audit action wili be initiatad. Requests for extenslons of time in
which to respond will uot be considered. Failure to provide an adequate 1esponse by
this date may result in an audit of the committee. Failure to comply with the provisions of
the Act may also result in an enforcement aciion agaimst the committee. Any response
submitied by your committee will be placed on the public record und will be considered
by the Commission pricr 1o taking enforcement action.

Electronic filers gt file amendments in an electronic format and must submit an

amended report in its entirety, rather than just those portions of the report that are being

gmended. If you should have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Thomas
Maxwall on our toll-free number (800) 424-9530 (at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to




teach the Reports Analysis Division) or cur local number (202} §94-1130.

__ Sineerely,

o

Iy, $ribson
Aszistant Staff Difector
Reports Analysis Division

Enclosure
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Dan Cohen, Treasurer

Association of Tral Lavwvers of Amenica

Political Action Cormmittes

1050 31% Street N, W.

Washington, DC 20007 GEC ! © 200

[dentification Number: Conp2a5zi
Reference: Amended Mid-Year Report {1/1/01-6/30/01), recerved 10/17/01

Diear Mr. Cohen:

This fetter is prompted hy the Commuission’s prefiminary review of the TEpOTtS)
referenced above. The review raised questions concerning certain information contained
in the repert(s). An itemization follows:

Your calcuiations for Line 9, Column A appear to be incomect. FEU
caleulations disclose this amount(s) to be $0. Please provide the corrected
total{s) on the Summary Page.

-Schedule C discloses the outstanding balance at the close of the period for
fhe Loan owed to the Private Bank and Trust Company ta be $1,000,000,
FEC calculations disciose this amount to be $0. Please amend your report to
clanify this discrepancy.

-Schedule A of your report discloses aggregate year-to-date 1otals for
comiributions received from individuals which appear to be incomect.
Please be advised that federal regulations require aggregate year-to-date
totals to mclude only those contributions which are received during ihe
calendar year. In the event that the aggregate year-to-date total is correct,
please note that federal regulations also require the disclosure of all
contributions received from individuals who have contributed over 5200, 11
CFR §104.3(a{4) Please amend your report to provide the ¢orect
apgregate year-to-date totals.
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- Your report discloses memo entries from partnerships; however, it appears
that the partnership receipts have been omitted from this report. Parmmership
contributions are included in the total figure reported for “contributions
from individuale/persons other than political committees”™ on the Detailed
Summary Page. If a pertnership contribution exceeds 5200 or aggregates
over $200 during a calendar year, the commitice nust temize the
contritution on a Schedule A supporting line 11{a)(i). Piease amend your
report to clarify this discrepancy.

“You have received coniributions from numerous entities, which appear to
be unincorpotated proprietorships or parmerships. Generally, these types of
contributions are to be atiributed to each person based on their percentage
of ownership in the firn, Each persen who has contributed in excess of
€200 since January 1 should be identified by name, address, occupation,
name of employer, amount of conirtbution, and aggregate total on Schedule
A. 11 CER §110.1(k) Pleass amend your report by providing the pmitted
formation.

-Commission Regulations rtequire that a committee disclose the
identification of ail individuals who contribute in excess of 5200 in a
calendar year. (11 CFR §104,3(a)}{4})} Identification for an individual 1s
defined as the full mame, mailing eddress, occupation and name of
employer. {11 CFR §100.12) Your report discloses contributions from
individuals for which the identification is not complete.

You must provide the missing informatien, or 1f you are unable to do =0,
you must demonstrare that “best efforts™ have been used to obtain the
information. To establish “best efforts,” you must provide the Commission
with 2 detiled description of your procedures for vequestng the
information, Establishing “best effarts™ is a three-fold process. '

First, vour original solicitation must include a clear and conspicuous request
for the coniributor information and must infotm the contributor of the
requirements of federal law for the reporting of such infonmation. (11 CFR

§104.7(h) 1))

Second, if the information is not provided, you must make one follow-up,
stand alone effort to obtain this information, regardless of whether the
contribution(s) was solicited or not. Thig effort must occur no later than 30
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days after receipt of the centribution and may be in the form of a wnften
request ot an oral request documented in writing, {11 CFR. § 104.7(b)}2)]
The request mmust:

clearly ask for the missing information, without soliciting a contribution;
« inform the conmibutor of the tequirements of federal law for the
reporting of such information, and
s if the request is writter, include @ pre-addressed post card or retum
envelope.

Third, if vou teceive contributer information after the contribution{s) has
been teported, you shall either a} file with your next regularly schednled
report, an amended memo Schedule A hsting all the comtributions for which
additional information was received; or b) file on or before your next
regularly scheduled reporting date, amendments to the report(s) originally
disclosing the contribution(s). (11 CFR 8104 7(b)X{4¥)

. Pleass provide the missing information or a detailed description of your
procedures for requesting the information. For mote information on
demonstrating “best efforts,” please refer 10 the Campaign Cruide.

_Scheduls A of your report {pertinent portion(s) attached) discloses one or
more contributions which appear to exceed the limits set forth in the Act, 2
U.S.C. §441a{f) and 11 CFR §110.1{d) prohibit a commitize and its
affiliates from receiving any contribution from anather pelitical committes
or person in excess of §5,000 per calendar year.

If any apparently excessive comtribution in question was mcompletely or
incorpectly disclosed, you must amend your original repoft with the
clanfying information.

If any contribution you received exceeds the limits, you may have to refund
the excessive amount. The funds can be retained if withity 60 days of
receipt, {17 the excessive amount Wwas properly reatiributed to another
person, such as a joint account holder, by obtaining signed wotien
quthorizations from each person making the contribution pursuant 1o 11
CFR 110.1{k¥3), and {2) the treasuret informs the person making the
contribution that he or she may request the renum of the excessive partiof
of the contribution if it 15 not intended to be a joint contnbution. Any
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request from a donor for 2 refund must be honored.

Alternatively, the funds can be retained if within 60 days of receipt you (1)
transferred the excessive amount to an eccount not used o influence federal
elections, and (2} provided written notice to the person making the
comtribution of the option of receiving a refund.  Any request from a donor
for a refund must be honored.

If the foregoing conditions for reatiributions or transfers to a nen-federal
acocount were not met within 60 days of receipt, the excessive amount must
be refunded. '

Please inform the Commission of your corrective action immediately in
writing and provide a phatocopy of your check for any transfer-out or
refund. In addition, any reattributions should be reported as memo entries
on Schedule & of the repont covering the period dunng which the
authorization for the reattribution is received. Any transfers-out or refunds
shauld be disclosed oo Schedule B supporting Line 22 ot 28 of the report
during which the transaction was made.

Although the Commission may teke further legal action regarding the
acceptance of an excessive contribution(g), prompt action by your
committes 1o seek reatiribution, transfer-out or refund the excessive amount
will be taken into consideration,

-Schedule B of your report discloses a contribution(s} designated for the
2001 Special Primary clection in the state of Virginia. Since the state of
Virginia did not hold a Special Primary election in 2001, any contribution(s)
s0 designated by your commitiee musi be returned by the candidate
committee or redesignated by your committee ip aceordance with 11 CFR
110.1(b).

If the apparent impermissible contribution in question was incompletely o
incorrectly disclosed, you should amend your original report with clarifying
information.

If you have made an impermissible conteibution, you must request & refund
or provide & written authorization for 2 redesignation of the cantribution
pursuant to 11 CFR § 110.2(b) within 60 days of the treasurer’s TECEIDH.
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If the foregoing conditions for redesignations were not met within 60 Jays
of the treasurer’s receipt, your committee must obtain a refund. -

Plesse inform the Commission of your corrective action immediately in
wrting and provide a photocopy of the refund or redesignhat:on request sent
to the recimient committee(s). In addition, any refunds should be disclosed
on Schedule A supporting Line 16 of the repont covering the peried duting
which they are received. Any redesignations should be disclosed as memo
entries on Schedule B supporting Line 23 of the report covering the peried
during which the redesignation is made. i1 CFR §110.1{b)

Althongh the Commission may take further legal action regarding this
contributionfs}, prompt action in cbtaining 8 refund and/or requesting a
redesignation will be taken into consideration,

_Schedule B supporiing Line 23 of your repont discloses one or mors
contributions to a candidate(s) for the 2001 Special General ¢jection]
however, the funds were disbursed after the election date(s) (pertinent
portion(s) attached). Please note that contributions may not be designated
for an election which has already oegurred unless the funds are to be used to
reduce a candidate comminee’s debts incurred during that election

campaig.

If any apparently impermissible contribution in guestion was incompletely
ar incerrectly disclosed, you should amend your original report with
elarifying information.

If vou have made an impermissible contribution, you miust request a refund
or provide a written authorization for a redesignation of the contribution
pursuant to 11 CFR § 110.2{b) within 60 days of the treasurer’s receipt.

If the foregoing conditions for redesipnations were not met within 60 days
of the treasurar’s recaipt, your conmunities must shiain a refund.

Please inform the Commission of your corrective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of the refund or redesignation request sent
to the recipient commitiee(s). In addition, any refunds should be disciosed
on Schedule 4 supporting Line 16 of the teport covering the period during
which they are received. Any redesignations should be disclosed as memo
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entries on Schedule B supporting Ling 23 of the report covering the period
during which the redesignation is made. 11 CFR § 118.1(b)

Atthough the Commission may take further legal action regarding this
impermissible activity, your prompt action in obtaining a refund and/or
redesignating the contribution(s) will be taken into consideration.

Schedule B of vour report discloses a contribution to Dhane Watson for
Congress for the retitement of debts incurred by the 2001 Special Primary
election campaign in the state of Califomie. Since the state of California
did not hold a Special Pomary election in 2001, any centribution(s] so
designated by your committes must be retumned by the candidate committes
or redesignated by your committee in accordance with 11 CFR 110.1(b).

.If the apparent impermissible contribution in question was incompletely ot
incorrectly disclosed, you should amend your original report with ¢clarifying
information.

If you have made an impermissible contribution, you must request & refund
or provide 2 written authorization for & redesignation of the contnbution
pursuant to 11 CFR § 110.2{b) within 60 days of the treasurer’s receipt.

If the foregoing conditions for redesignations were not met within 60 days
of the freagiter’s receipt, your cCommittes nIust obtain & tefund.

Please inform the Commission of your cortective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of the refund or redesignation Tequest sent
to the tecipient committee(s). [n addition, any refunds should be disclosed
on Schedule A supporting Line 16 of the repert covering the peried during
which they are received. Any redesignations should be disclosed as memo
entries on Schedule B supporting Line 23 of the report covering the pericd
during which the redesignation is made. 11 CFR §1i0.1(b)

Although the Commission may fake further legal action regatding this
sontribution(s), prompt action in obtaining a refiund andfor requesting a
redesignation will be taken into consideration.

A response Or an amendment to your original report(s} correcting the above
problem(s) should be filed with the Federal Election Commission within fifteen (15) days
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af the date of this letter. Electronic filers must file amendments in en electronic format

and mpst submit an amended report in its entirety, rather than just thoss iotys of the
report that are being amended. 1f you nead assistance, please feel free to contact me on
our toll-free number, {800) 424-2530 {at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the

Reports Analysis Division), our local number is {202} 694-1130.

Sincerely,
~Tagrrict %%m/{z
Thomas F. Maxwell, [1I

Reports Analyst
AR Reports Analysis Diviston
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