FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASIHINGTONR, UL 2anl RQ-2

Duan Cohen, Treasurer
Association of Tnal Lawyers of Amenica
Polirical Action Committee
1050 317 Street N.W.
ja
Washington, DC 20007 DEC / € 200

Identfication Number: COn024521
Reference: Amended Mid-Year Report { 1/1500-6:30:01), received 10717401
Dear Mr. Cohen.

This letter is prompted by the Commission’s prelimmary review of the report(s)
refererced above, The treview raised questions concerming certain information contaimed
in the report(s). An itemization follows:

“Your calculations for Line 9, Column A appear to be incorrect. FEC
calculations disclose this amount{s) to be S0, Please provide the corrected
total(s} on the Summary Fage.

Sehednle C discloses the outstanding balance at the close of the period for
the Loan awed to the Private Bank and Trust Company to be 51,000,000,
FEC calenlations disclose thus amount to be 50 Please amend your repott 1o
clarify this discrepancy.

Schedule A of your report discloses aggrogate year-to-date totals for
contributions received from individuals which appear to be incorect
Please be advised that federal regulations requirc aggregate year-to-date
totalz to include only those contributions which are received during the
calcndar year, In the event that tho aggregate vear-to-date total 1s correct,
please note that federal rcgulations also roquire the diselosure of all
contributions reeeived from individuals whe have contributed over 5200, 11
CFR §104.3(a)(4] Please amend your reporl to provide thc cotrect
ageregate year-1o-date 10als.




ASSOCIATION OF TRIAL LAWYERS OF AMERICA POLITICAL ACTION
COMMITTEE
PAGE2

- Your repart discloses meme entries from partnerships; however, it appeats
that the partmership receipts have been omitted from this report. Parmership
contributions are included in the total fgure reported for “conmbutions
from individuals/persong other than political committees” on the Detailed
Summary Page. [f a partnership contribution exceeds 3200 or aggregatss
over $200 during a calendar year, the committee must itemuze the
contribution on & Schedule A supporting line 11(a)(i}. Plcase amend your
repott to clarify this diserepancy.

“¥ou have received contributions from numetous entities, which appear to
be unincorporated proprictorships or partmerships. Generally, these types of
contributions are to be atributed to each person based on their percentage
of ownership in the firm. Each person who has contributed in excess of
$200 gince January 1 should be identified by name, address, occupation,
name of employer, amount of contribution, and aggrepate total on Schedule
A. 11 CFR §110.1(k) Flease amend your teport by providing the omntted
micrmation.

-Commission Regulations requirc that z committee disclose the
identification of all individuals whe contribute in excess of 3200 in a
calendar year. (11 CFR §104,3(a)}4)(i)) Identification for an mdividual 1s
defined as the full mame, mailing address, oecupation and namc of
employer. (11 CFR §100.12} Your report discloses contributions {rom
individuals for which the identification is not complete.

You musgt provide the missing informaiion, vr il you are uiiable to do 30,
you rmust demonstrate that “best efforts™ have heen used to obtain the
information. To establish “best efforts,” you must provide the Commission
with 7 detalled description of your provedurss for requesting the
informatinn. Fstahlishing “best efforis” is a three-{old process.

First, your original solicitation must include a clear and conspicucus request
for the contributor information and must inform the contributor of the
requirements of federal taw for the reporting of such information. {11 CFR
B0 7{bI( 1)

Second, if the information is not provided, you must make one follow-up,
stapd alone effort to obtain this mformation, regardiess of whether the
contribution(s) was solicited or not, This effort must occur no later than 30
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days after receipt of the contribution and may be in the form of 2 written
request or an oral request documnented in writing. {11 CFR § 104.7(b)(2))
The request must:

¢ clearly ask for the missing information, without soliciting a contribution,

« jnform the cootributor of the requirements of federal law for the
reporting of such informetion, and

« if the request 15 written, include a pre-addressed post card or retum
envelope.

Third, if you receive contributor information after the contributian(s) has
been reported, you shall either a) file with your next regularly scheduled
report, an amended memo Schedule A listing all the contributions for which
additional information was received, or b) file on or before your next
regularly scheduled reporting date, amendments to the repori(s) origmaliy
dizclosing the conttibuton(s). (11 CFR §] 04.7{b)4))

Piepsc provide the missing information or a detziled description of your
procedurss for requesting the information. For more information v
dermomstrating “best efforts,” please refer to the Campaign {Guide.

_Schedule A of vour report (pertinent portion{s] attached) discloses one or
more contributions which appear 1o exceed the limits set forth in the Act. 2
URC. §4d4lalf) and 11 CFR §110.1(d) prolubit a commmiles and 115
affiliates from receiving any contribution from ancther politival committee
or person in excese of $5,000 per calendar year.

if any apparently excessive contribulion in guestion was meompleisly o
incorrectly disclosed, you mwst amend your original reporl with the
glarifying information.

If any contribution you received exceeds the limits, you may have to rolund
the excessive amonnt. The funds can be celained i willin 60 days of
receipt, (1) tho excessive amoumt was properly reatttibuted to another
person, such as & joint account halder, by oblaning signed  wrilten
authorizations from each person making the contribufion pursuamnt to 11
CFR 110.1{k)(3), and (2) the treasurer informs the person making the
cantribution that he or she may request the retuen uf e sxcessive purlion
of the contribution if it is pot intended  he a joint contrbution.  Any
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request from a donor for a refund must be honored.

Alternatively, the funds can be retained if within 60 days of receipt you (1)
transfarred the excessive amount to an accoent not used to intluence federal
elections, and (2) provided written notice to the person making the
contribution of the option of receiving a refund. Any request from a denor
for a retond musi be honored.

If the forrening canditions 10T reattributions or transfers 1e a non-federl
account were not met within 60 days of receipt, the excessive amount must
be refanded.

Dlease inform the Clommission of your corrective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for any transfor-out or
refund. In addition, any reattributions should be reported as memo entnes
on Schedule A of the repurl cuvering the period during which the
anthorization for the reatribution s received. Any transfers-nut or refunds
shomld he disclosed on Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 28 of the report
durlng which the lnsaction was made,

Although the Commission may take further legal action regarding the
acceptance of an exccssive contribution(s), prompt action by your
commitiee to seek reattribution, transfer-oui or refund the excessive amount
will be taken uilo cwnsidzration.

-Schedule B of your report discloscs & conmbution{s) designared for the
2001 Special Primary clection in the state of Virginia. Since the state ot
Virginia did not hold & Special Primary election im 2001, any contribution(s)
so designated by your committee must be returned by the candidate
committee or redesignated by your comminee in sccordance with 11 CFR
110.1{E).

If the apparent impermissible contribution in question was incompletely or
incorrectly disclosed, you should amend your original report with clanlying
infarmatio.

If you have made an impermissible contribution, you must request a refund
or provide a written authorization for a redesignation af the contribution
pursuant to 11 CFR § 110.2(b) within 6{} days al the treasursr's receipt.
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If the foregoing conditions for redesignations were not met within 80 days
of the treasurer’s receipt, your committee rust obtain a refund.

Please inform the Commission of your corrective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocepy of the refund or redesignation request sent
to the recipient committee(s). In addition, any refunds should he discloszed
on Schedule A supporting Line 16 of the report covering the period durmng
which they are reccived. Any tedesignations should be disclosed as memo
entries on Schedule B supporting Ling 23 of the report covering the period
during which the redesignation is made. 11 CFR §1180.1(b)

Alihough the Commission may take further lepal action reparding this
contribution(s), prompt action m obtaining a refund and’or requesting a
redesignation will be taken into consideration.

Schedule B supporting Line 23 of your report discloses one or more
contributions to a candidate(s) for the 2001 Special General election,
however, the funds were disbursed afier the election date(s} (pertinent
portion(s} atached). Please note that contributions tmay not be designated
for an election which has alrcady occurred unless the funds are to be used (o
reduce a candidate committes’s debts incurred during that election

cAMpalgn.

If any apparently itpennissible contribution in question was incompletely
or incomectly disclosed, you should amend your onginal report with
clanfying information.

If you have made an impermissible contribution, you must request 4 refund
or provide & written anthonzation for a redesignation of the contribution
pursuant to 11 CFR § 110.2(b) within 6 days of the treasurer’s neceipt.

If the foregoing vonditions for redesignations were not met within 60 days
of (he treasurer’s Teceipt, your committee must ohtain a refind,

Please inform the Commission of your comective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of the refund or redesignation request sent
to the Tezipient committee(s). In addition, any refunds should be disclosed
on Schedule A supporting Line 16 of the report covening the period during
which they are received. Any redesignations should be disclosed as memo
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entries on Schedule B supporting Line 23 of the repont covering the peniod
during which the redesignation is made. 11 CFR § 110.1{b;

Although the Commission may teke further legal action regarding thus
impermissible activity, your prompt action in obtaining a refund and/or
redesignating the contobution(s) will be taken mio consideration.

-Sehedule B of your report discloses a contribution te Diane Watson for
Congress for the retirement of debts incurred by the 2001 Special Primary
election campaign in the state of Califormia. Since the state of California
did not hold a Special Pomary election in 2001, any contributiom{s) so
designated by your committee must be remed by the candidate committee
ar redesignated by your committee in accordanee with 11 CFR 110.1(h}.

-If the apparen! impermissible contribution it question was incompletely or
incorrectly disclosed, you should amend your oniginal report with clarifying
informaticn.

If you have made an impermissible contnbution, you must request a refund
or provide a written authorization for a redesignation of the contritution
pursuant to 11 CFR § 110.2(b} within 60 days of the treasurer’s receipt.

If the foregoing conditions for redesignations were not met within 60 days
of the treasurct’s reeipt, your cotrmittce must abtain & refund.

Please mfarm the Commission of your corrective action immediately in
writing and provide a photacopy of the refund or redesignation request sent
to the recipient comminee{s). In addition, any refunds should be disclosed
on Schedule A supporling Linc 16 of the report covering the period dunng
which [hey are reasived.  Any redesignations should be disclosed as memo
cniries on Schedule B supporting Line 23 of the report covering the penod
during which the redesignation 1s made. 11 CFR §1 1011k}

Although the Commission may take further legal action regarding this
comtribution(s), prompt aeton in obtaining & refund and/or requesting a
redesignation will be taken inta consideration.

A response ot an amendment to your otiginal repori(s) corrceting the above
problemis) sheuld be filed with the Federat Election Commissian within fifteen (15) days
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of the date of this letter. Electronic filers must file amendments in an electranic formal
and must submit en amenided report in its entirety, rather than just those portipns of the
reporl_tha! are being amended. 1f you need assistance, please fee] free to contact me on
our toll-free number, (800) 424-9530 {at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the
Reports Analysis Division), out local number is (202} 634-1130.

Simeerely,
?:?*".rs'd'L / /’; """//E

Thomas E. Maxwell, [l
Reports Analyst
284 Reports Analysis Division
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