teferenced above. The review raised questions concerning certain
in the report(s). An itemization foliows:

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-5
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Patricia Amm Tilson, Treasurer
Butlington Northern Santa Fe Corporation |
RATLPAC (BNSF RAILPAC)
Post Office Box 961034
Fort Worth, TX 76162 JAN 1 8 2002

Identification Number: CO0235739
Reference: October Monthly Report (9¢1/01-5/30/01)

Drear Me. Tilsea:

This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the report(s)

-Schedule B of your Teport discloses an in-kind contribution(s) designated
for the general election, but made before the primary election (pertinent
portion{s} sttached}. In-kind contributions of equipment, such &s
corputers, with a long-term useful life (e.g., an election cyels, or perhaps
longer) are similar to contributions of money and may be designated for
elections beyond the next election, provided the comirituter designates the
contribution as such in writing. A confribution of this type of equipmert is
distinguishable from in-kind contributions that are used only for one
particular election, such as non-exempt contributions of food or boverages
consumed by primary election day workers, or priating of mailing costs
related to general election events or fundruisers. Please amend yout report
to inclnde a description of the nature of the in-kind cantribution(s) m
guestion, If the in-kind contribution(s) on your report does not bave a
“long-term useful life”, it may constitute an excessive contribution(s) for
the: primary election (see Advisory Opinion 1996-25}.

If any appatently excessive ¢ontribution in question was incompletsly or
tneorrectly disclosed, you showld amend your original report with clanifying
information.

If yon have made an excessive somiribution, vou rmust requéest a refund or

information contained




submit an_amended report in its entirety, rather than just those
If you ne2d assistance, pleage feel free to contact me on our toll-fres

nummber, {3003 424-8530 (at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the Reports Analysis

are being amended.

provide & written authorization for & redesignation of the contribution
purauart to 11 CFR §110.2(b) within 60 days of the treasarer’s receipt.

If the faregoing conditions for redesignations were net met within G0 days
of the treagurer’s receipt, your committee must obtain a refand.

Please inform the Commission of your corrective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of the refund ot redesignation request sent
to the recipient committee(s). In addition, any refunds should be reported
on Schedule A supporting Line 16 of the Detsiled Summary Page of the
report covering the period in which they are made. Redesignations should
be reported as memo entries on Schedule B of the report covering the
period in which the redesignation is made. 11 CFR §110.2(b)

Although the Commission may take further legal steps, prompt action by
your committes to refund or seei redesignation of the excessive amount
will be considered.

_Schedule B supporting Line 23 of your report discloges a contribation(s) to
Ulinois Senste 2000, however, you have disclosed “Richard J. Durbin
(IL-D}" in the purpose of disbursement field(s). Please clarify whether this
was an earmarked contribution(s) made by your commiittee through HHinots
Senate 2000 comraittes to this candidate, or if you mads the contributien ta
the political committe¢ exercising no direction ot control over how the
funds wers to be used. If the latter i3 the case, pleasc do not include the
candidate's name in the purpose of disbursement field. Pleass amend your
report to ¢laxify the ultimate recipient of this contribution(s).

Any smendment or clarification should be filed with the Federal Election
Commission. Blectronic filers must file amendments in an electronic _format and st

portions of the report that

Divigion). My local number is (202) 694-1130.

232

Sincerely,

(b L}(U of | iLBLRBRI N
Angél L. Williamson

Senigr Reports Analyst
Reports Analysis Division
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