FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSHON RQ)-2
WASHIMGTON, D.C. Ad63

Samuel S. M. Wal, Treasurer
American Crystal Sugar Company Pelitical
Action Commuittes
101 North Third Street
Moorhead, MN 56560 May 50 200

Identification Number: COO110338

Reference: Year End Report {11/28/00-12/31/0{3)
Dear Mr. Wai:

This letter is prompied by the Cﬂmmissiﬂn*s. preliminary review of the report(s)

referenced above. The review raised questions concerning certain information contained
in the report(s). An itemization follows:

Conumission Regulations require that a committee disclose the
jdentification of all individusls who contribute in excess of 3200 in a
calendar year. (1! CFR §104.3{(a){(4){i)) Identification for an individual is
defined as the full name, mailing address, occupation and name of
employer. (11 CFR §100.12) Your report discloses contributions from
individuals for which the identification 15 not camplete.

¢ You must provide the missing information, or if you are unable t¢ do so,

you must demonstrate that “bost efforts” have been used to obtain the
information. To establish “best efforts,” vou must provide the Commussion
with a detailed desctiption of yonr procedores for requesting the
information. Esteblishing “best efforts™ is a three-fold process.

First, vour originsl solicitation moust include a clear and conspicuous Tequest
for the contributer information and must inform the contributor of the
raquirements of federal law for the reporting of such information. {11 CFR

§104.7(0X1)

Second, if the information is not provided, you must make one follow-up,
stand alone effort to obtain this information, regardiess of whether the
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contribution{s) wag solicited or not. This effort must occur no later than 30
days after receipt of the coniribirion and may be in the form of 2 written
request or an oral request decumented in writing. (11 CFR § 104.7(b)(2))
The request must:

= clearly ask for the missing information, without soliciting & contribution;

e inform the contributor of the reguiremnents of federal law for the
reporting of such information, and

= if the request is written, include a pre-addressed post card or retum
envelope.

Third, if you receive contributor information after the contribution(s) has
been reported, you shall either a) file with your next regularly scheduled
veport, an amended memo Schedule A listing all the contributions for which
additional information was received; or b) file on or before your next
repularly scheduled reporting date, amendments to the report(s) originslly
disclosing the contribution(s). {11 CFR §104.7(b){4))

Please provide the missing information or a detailed description of your
procedures for requesting the information. For mors infonmation on
demonsirating “best efforts,” please refer to the Campaipn Guide.

-Schedule B supporting Line 23 of vour report discloses a contribution(s) to
8 candidate(s) for the Primary election; however, the funds were disbursed
after the election date(s) (pertinent portion{s) attached). Please note that
contributions may not be desighated for an ¢lection which has already
occurred unless the funds are to be used to reduce a candidate committac's
debts incurred during that election campaign,

If the contribution(s) in question was incompletely or incorrectly disclosed,
you should amend vour original report with clarifying information. If you
have made an impermissible contribution, you should notify the recipient
and request a refund andfor netify the recipient in writing of vour
redesipnation of the contribution. In the best interest of your committee, all
refunds and redesignations showld be made within sixty days of the
treasurer’s receipt of the contribution(s).

Plegee inform the Commission of your comective action immediately m
writing and provide a photocopy of the refund or redesignation request sent
to the recipient committes(s). In addition, any refunds should be disclosed
on Schedule A supporting Line 16 of the réport covering the period during
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which they are received. Any redesignations should be disclosed as memo
entries on Schedule B supporting Lme 23 of the report covering the period
durng which the redestgnation i made. 11 CFR §110.1(b)

Althengh the Commission may fake further legal action regarding this
mpermissible activity, your prompt action in obtaining a refind andfor
redesignating the contribution(s) will be taken into consideration.

A wrilten responze or an amendment to your original report{s) eorrecting the sbove
problem(s) should be filed with the Federal Election Commission within fifteen {15) days
af the date of this {etter. If vou need assistance, please fee! free to contact me on our
toll-free number, (800) 424-9530 (at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the Reports
Analysis Division}. My local number is (202) 694-1130).

mincerely,

Andtea Wilkens

Sentor Reports Analyst
266 E.eports Analysis Divigion
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