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Re: Statement of Organization
Dear Ms. Manning:

i am writing in response to your letter of October 11, 2000 to Mr. Wilbam Davies. [ amn
tegal connsel to the Framklin County’ Democratic Parly. Your lefier seeks clarification of the
Statement of Organization filed by FCDP Victery 2000, First, howsver, allow me w0 apolognze
for'not responding saclier. -1 did speak with you on November 1, 2000 te let'you knew that I

would be sending a response within 2 few-days. . -7

The Franklin County Demacratic Party Victory 2000 Committes ("FUDP Victory 20007}
is 3 political committes esablished, maintained, finaneed and controlled solely by the Franklin
County Demacratic Party. FCDP Victory 2000 was established to be independent from the Ohio
$1ate Democratic Party and any political committee of the stata party, and it 1z opcrated
completely independently of the state perty wnd its committees. FCLP Victory 2000 has not and
will not Teceive funds from any other political committes established, financed, maintained, or
controlled by any party unit, including the Ohio Demecratic Party; and does not and will not
make contributions in cooperation, consultation, or concert with, or at the request ot suggesiion
of any other party umit or political commiltee established, financed, maintained, or controled by
another party unit. 11 CFR 110.3(b)(3)(7) and {if).

The Franklin County Democratic Pary exists pursuant to Ohio law. Ohio statutes require
cach county party of a major political patty to be governed by a cciiral committee composed of
members elected by the voters of the county. The county central commmittes, in o, 18 required
to elect an executive committee and officers. Under Ohio law, the central and executive
committees of the county party are separate and independent from (he state party. The state
party 18 required tobe governed by a central committes chostn by the voters of the state, which
in tum is reguired to elect an executive committes mnd officers for the state party.” Bach county
patty and the state pariy has its. own constitution and hy-laws. Tha state party-does nol mandate
or have any influence over expenditures of the county party’s -funds. . Further, the siate and
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county parties conduet their own fundraising. In these respects, the relattonship betwesn state
and county parties in Ohio appears to be the same ag or similar to thoss in Towa, which wers
sddressed in Commission Advisory Opinion No. 1978-9. In that Cpinion, the Commission
concluded that the federal comminees of the state and county parties were not affiliated and the
presumption in 11 CFR 110.3(h)3) did not apply. I have enclosed for your reference a copy of
the applicable provisions of Ohic law regarding the sstablishment and governance of state and
SOUnty parties.

In additivn, FCDP Victory 2000 was not emablished in consultztion with the Chio
Democratic Party. It was established anly for purposes of supporting the county party’s GOTV
activitics. FCDP Victory 2000 has its own segrogated account for receiving contributions
permitted under federal law and making expenditures. It also has its awn sepregated account for
receiving contribulions permitted under state law and making transfers {o the federal aveount in
accordance with FEC regulations, These accounts are separate from the comty party’s other
accomnts. All expenditures for specific GOTY activities are paid for with funds from these
accoumts and no other. The GOTV activities are limited to those defined as exempt and generic
wnder FEC regulations. FCDP Vietory 2000 has nat and will not make monetary or in-kind
contributions to any candidate and will not make “coordinated party expenditures,” i.e. 441a(d)
expenditures. All expenditures by FCDP Vietory 2000 may be authorized only by the Chairraan
of the Fraoklin County Demacratic Party. In addition, the Treasurer of FCDP Vietory 2000,
William Davies, is also the Treasurer of the Franklin County Democratic Panty.

I hope that the above sufficiently answers your questions. However, if you desire any
additional information, please do not hesitale to contact me.

Very truly yours,

e s L

Doneld J. MeTigue

cc. Demnis L. White, Chairman
Willizm L. Devies, Treasuter

Encls.
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§ 3517.04
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Sectlon 04
Effectiva Data: 10/30/1333

§3517.04

Eﬂ'ecﬁva_ﬂate: 10-30-1929

The members-glect of cach major political party state central committes shall, except as otherwise
provided in this section, mest following the declaration of the results by the boards of elections of the
election of menbers of the state centeal commitiees, ata suitable place and time to be designated by
the retiring chaiman of the comtmittee in accordance with party rules. In the case of a county central
committes, the meeting shall be held not carlier than six not later than fifteen days following the
declaration of the results by the board of eiections of the election of members of county central
sonmittees in that county. Totice of any meeting held pursuant to this section, grving the place and
time, shall be sent to sach member-glect by the retirmg secretary of the committes by mail and a copy
of the notice shall be posted in the office of the secretary of state or board of elections, a3 the case
may be, at least five days prior to any such mesting. The meeting shall be called to order by the
retiring chairman of secretary or it there is no such officer, or if such officer is absertt, then by a

 member of such committes designated by the secTelary of staie in the case of the state conmittees,
and by a member of the board of elactions of the sume political party, designated by the boatd, in the
case of Gomnty committess. A temporary chaicman and secretary shail be chosen and the committes
shall proceed to organize by the election of a chairman , vice-chairitan , Ireasueer, secretary, and such
other officers as the rules provide.

T Lawriter Corporation. All ights reserved.

The Casemaker™ Gnlina databmse is a compiation axclusively awned by Lawritar Corporation, The
dalahase is provided for use under the terms, natices and condltions &5 axprassly staled under the online and
usar [icense agreement to which all users assend In order (o ALCASS Lhe datahase.
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Effective Date: D9/201/1398

§3517.03

Effective Date: ¥-20-199%

The controlling comnitiess of each major palitical party or orsanization shall be a state central
committee cansisting of tweo members, one a man and one a woinan, representing either each
cangrassional district in the state or each senatorial-district i the state a5 the outpoing, commuttes
determines; 2 county central comimittes consisting of one member from each election precinet in the
county, or of ane mesnber £ommt each ward in each city and from each township in the county, &5 the
outpoing commities determines, and such district, city, township, or other comimittess ag the roles af
the party pravide,

All the members of such committees shall be members of the party and shall be elected for terms
of cither twa of four years, at determined by party riles, by direct vote at the primary held 1o an even-
numbered year. Candidates for election a3 state ceniral committee members shall be elected at

| primaries in the satne manner a3 provided in sections 4513.01 to 3513.32 of the Revised Code, for the
nomiration of candidates for office in a county. Candidates far election a8 members of the county
central commrittes shall be elected at primaries in the same MARNET B provided in such seations for the
nomination of candidates for county offices, except as otherwise provided in section 3513.051 of the
of the Revized Code.

Each major party controlling, committee shall elect an executive committes which shail have such
powers as are granted o it by fhe party controlling committes, gnd as are provided by law. Whena
judicial, senatorial, or soneressional district is comprised of more than one county, the chairperson and
secretary of the county central committes fom each county in such district shall constitute the judicial,
senatorial, or congressional committes of such district. When a judicial, sengtorial, or conpgressional
district is included within & county, the county cantrsl committes shall constinzte the judicial,
senatorial, or congressional committes of such distoct.

The comtrolling commitles of each intermediate politica! party of qruanization shall be n statc
cemtral committes cotsisting of two moitibers, one a Min and one & woman, from each congressional
district in the state. All members of such committes shall be members of the party and shall be elected
by direct vote at the primary held in the even-numbered years. Candidates for election shali be elected
a1 the primary in the same Manner A3 provided in sections 3513.01 to 3513.32 of the Revised
Code. An intermediate political party may have cuch oiher, party organization ad its rules
provide. Each intermediate pacty shail file the names and addresses of ile officers with the secretary of
state,

A minor political party may elect controiling cotmitiees zt a primary election in the even-

numbered year by filing a plan for party orgamization with the secretary of staté on or hefore the
ginetieth day before the day of the primary clection, Such plan shall specify which offices are to be
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elected and provide the procedurs for qualification of candidates for such offices. Candidates to be
elected purmuant to such plan shall be required ta be designated and qualified an or before the ninetieth
day before the day of the election Such parties may, in liew of electing a controlling copmmitics ar
other officials, choose such committes or ether officials in accordance with party rules. Fach such
party shali file the names and addresses of members of its controlling committes and party officers
with the secretary of state.

& Lawriter Corporation. All rights resarved.

Tha Casemaker™ Online database |s & compilation exclusively awned by Lawriter Corparelion. The
database is pravided for use under the terms, natllces and canditions as expressly staled undar the online enc
yeet license agreament 1o which all users assant In arder to access 1he database.
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