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FEDERAL ELECT[QN COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

November 23, 2005
Brent Anderson, Treasurer
Massachusetts Republican State Congressional
Committee |
85 Merrimac Street, Suite 400, Room 526 Response Dune Date:
Boston, MA 02114 - - December 23, 2005

Identification Number: 00042622

Reference: March Monthly Report (2/1/05-2/28/035)

Dear Mr. Anderson:

This letter is prompted by the Commission’s preliminary review of the report(s)
referenced above. This notice requests information essential to full public disclosure of
your federal election campaign finances. An adequate response must be received at
the Commission by the response date noted above. An itermzation of the information
needed follows:

-Schedule A of your report discloses a contribution from Henry Foster
DVM, which appears to exceed the limits set forth in the Act, 2 US.C.
§441a(f) and 11 CFR §110.1(c} prohibit a state, district or local party
committee (combined) from receiving any contribution from a person or
non-multicandidate political committee in excess of $10,000 per calendar
year.

Your report indicates that the excessive portion of this contribution was
transferred-out of your federal account. However, your repori{s) does not
appear to disclose this transfer-out. Please amend your report(s) to clarify
this apparent discrepancy.

If any contribution you received exceeds the limits, you may have to refund
the excessive amount. The funds can be retained if within 60 days of
receipt, (1) the excessive amount was properly reatiributed to another
person, such as a joint account holder, by obtaining signed written
anthorizations from each person making the contribution pursuantto 11
CFR 110.1(k)(3), and (2} the treasurer informs the person making the
contribution that he or she may request the return of the excessive pottion
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of the contribution if it is not intended to be a joint contribution. Any
request from a donor for a refund must be honored.

Alternatively, the funds can be retained if within 60 days of receipt you (1)
transferred the excessive amount to an account not used to influence federal
clections, and (2) provided written notice to the person making the
contribution of the option of receiving a refund. Any request from a donor
for a refund must be honored.

If the foregoing conditions for reattributions or transfers to a non-federal

account were not met within 60 days of receipt, the excessive amount must
be refunded.

Although the Commission may take further legal action regarding the
acceptance of an excessive contribution(s), prompt action by your
committee to seek reattribution, transfer-out or refund the excessive amount
will be taken into consideration.

-Schedule A supporting Line 11(a)(1) of your report discloses what appears
to be a refund of a contribution from Gabriel Schmergel as a negative entry.
If your committee wrote a refund check to this individual, you should
disclose this transaction as a refund on Schedule B supporting Line 28(a) of
the Detailed Summary Page. Please amend your report to correct this
discrepancy and any affected line totals.

-Schedule B of your report discloses a reimbursement(s) to an individual(s)
for apparent travel and subsistence advances in which the total amount
reimbursed exceeds $500. When the reimbursement amount to staff for
travel and subsistence advances exceeds $500, the payments by committee
staff that make up the reimbursement may have to be itemized. For
example, if the related payment(s) to any one vendor by the staff aggregates
in excess of 5200 for the calendar year, the paymeni(s) must be itemized as
a memo enfry for that reimbursement. Each memo entry must include the
complete name and address of the original vendor, as well as the date,
amount and an adequate purpose. If Itemization is not necessary for a
particular reimbursement to staff in excess of $500, you must clarify this in
an amendment to this report. Please amend vour report to include the
missing or clanfying information. 11 CFR §104.9 and Advisory Opinion
1996-20, footnote 3

-Your report includes a Schedule H1 to disclose the ratio for the allocation
of certain costs. However, you have failed to allocate expenses between
your federal and non-federal accounts on Schedule H4. Please be advised
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that for State, District and Local party committees, a Schedule H1 should
only be filed in the first report each calendar year that discloses allocable
disbursements. Please clarify this apparent discrepancy.

Please note, you will not receive an additional notice from the Commission on
this matter. Adequate responses received on or before this date will be taken mto
consideration in determining whether audit action will be initiated. Requests for
extensions of time in which to respond will not be considered. Failure to provide an
adequate response by this date may result in an audit of the committee. Failure to comply
with the provisions of the Act may also result in an enforcement action against the

‘committee. Any response submitted by your committee will be placed on the public

record and will be considered by the Commission prior to taking enforcement action.

Electronic_filers must file amendments {(to include statements, desipnations and
reports) in an electromic format and must submit an amended report in its entirety, rather

than just those portions of the report that are being amended. If you should have any

questions regarding this matter or wish to verify the adequacy of your response, please
contact me on our toll-free number (800) 424-9530 (at the prompt press 5 to reach the
Reports Analysis Division} or my local number (202) 694-1393.

203 Reports Analysis Division
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