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ACPALC
February 3, 1959
Linds Schwantner
Friends of Senator PrAmato (1998 Committes)
P.0. Boz 888

Minteoln, NY 11501
Dear Linda Schwanter:

1 am writing to address a questim from the FEC CONCETRINE campalgn
contributions made by the American Collector's Association, Inc., political action
committes (ACPAC) to Senator Alphonse [¥Amato's re-plection campaign.

When I ctarted serving s ACPAC treasurer a few yeare ago, I was under the
impression that campaign disbursements for reelection campaigns should be
degignated as being to a re-election campaign. Such a designation would be the
same as tallying the check to the nearest election. As | have since Iearned, this

_ “ghorthand” policy only leads to confusion as to how the check should be tallied. In
response to an inquiry from the FEC, I would lik= to clarify how the eontributions
should be tallied in yous records, I know that there was some gonfusion in yowur
office: shout pur contributions, since shortly after our last sotribution was made, 1
received a phone call from someons in your office with questions ahout how the
contributions showld be tallied. I believe that the issue was resolved, since ] did
1wt hear from your office again, but in the event that an excessive contribution
wea made during the geperal election, could you please refimd any excess
contribution made payable to ACPAC and direct it to Joe Martim, ACPAC
Treasurer, 4040 Weat 700 Street, Minneapelis, MN 554385,

With that eaveat in place, the following indicates how the recorda should be talkied
in your records:

1. The first contribution to Sen. Alphonse I¥ Amato during the past five years
ccenrred on February 23, 1993, The contribution was made for 1,000 and
was degignated on tha check for the "1092 elections.” A similar designation
was made on the FEC report. Conseguently, this contribution did not, count for
the 1998 election totals,

AC A Political Action Committes

A cppy g asr nport f fiied w1k e Prgard Elsclist Sammlrko acd Ir avoilab'e Tar puretae oo the FEC Wmbinnen, G 1083

Mailing Address: american Galloctors Ansctgon, Inc, = PO, Box 38105 = Mineapclis, MM S5429-0106 = Tel (612) S26-4547 » Fax (632) 926-1624




February J, 1998

 The first contribution for Sen. D'Amato’s 1958 re-elaction was made on May
11, 1994, The check was for $1,000 and the contribution on the check was
designated as 1998 reelection and the designation on the FEC report was
listed as re-election. It should be tallied to the primary election.

 The next dishursement to his compaign was made on June 27, 1995 for
1,000, The designation on the check was for the 1898 re-alechion and was
marked on the FEC report as other: 1998 re-election. This ehould be tallied to

the primary election.

 Dn Nevember 30, 1995, a contribution of $2,000 was made to Sen. D'Amato's
campaign. The contribution wae tallied to the peneral election, leaving a
total of £2,000 tallisd ta the primary election and $2,000 to the general election
at that bme.

. On April 26, 1996, 2 contribution of $1,000 wae mada to Sen. [N'Amato's re-
cloction compaign. The check was designated to the “pa-glection
campaign,” but unfortunately was designated as a “general election”
on the FEC report, instead of the prismary election designation. It
should be designated to the primary election. This leaves a total of
3,000 designated for the primary slection and $2,000 for the general election
at that time.

The next contribution cccurred on November 27, 1986 for $1,000. This
cantribution should he tallied as a primary election, but was tellied on
tha FEC report a5 A general election. This leaves a total of §4,000 designated
for the primary glection and $2,000 for the general election at that time,

. The next disbursement date was April 8, 1998 for a contribution of $1,000.
Thae contribution was designated on the check as being for the 1998
Primary Eleetion, but was listed on the FEC report as heing for the
1998 Ceneral Election. It should be tallied as a primary election
coniributiom

_ 7The final contribution was made on July 22, 1998 for $3,000. The designation
on the check was for the 1998 General Re-election, This leaves a total
contribution of §5,000 for the primary election and $5,000 for the genaral
elagtion.
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If you have any questions ahout this, please ditect them to the new ACPAC
treasurer, Joa Martin,

Sincerely,

Paul Wiliams, former ACPAC Treasurer
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Lucy J. Denoy
Reports Analyst
Federal Election Comimssion

999 E, Street, MW, |
Washington, DL, ED&IﬁS

DPear Lucy Denny: i
|

This leiter is in r::sp-:!:me o your tnquiry of January 20, 1399 reganting possible excessive
contribitions madz to Sen. Alphonse D' Amat's goneral re-clection eampaign by the

= Amepican Collectors Asgocimtion political action commitiee. As we diseussed on the phone Jast
week, ] helieve that the discrepancy was the reqult of typopraphical emors and 2
misunderstamding of the tallying regulations for candidate cotiributions.

When 1 startod serving a5 ACPAC trepsurer 2 fewr years ago, [ was under the impression that
campaipn disbursements for re-glection campaigns ¢an be designated on the FEC repott as
heing for te-gleetion campaign, without specifying whether such a designation sheuld be tallisd
for 2 general or pomary glection. Such a designation would be the saimé a8 tallying the check to
the nearest election. As I have since leamed, this “chorthand” policy only leads to confusion as
un how the choek should be tallied This was net 2 problem m the past, as ACPAL varely
sontributed more than $4,000 to ey one candidate, but the possibitity of confusion over how 1o
tally contributions wili certainiy increase 25 ACPAC comtinues to grow. Forimmately, we have
just purchased a Capitol Hill PAC software program which forces the preparer of the FEC
teports to designate whether a gentribulion is for a gencral or primary alection. The software
also flags any violation of campaign laws before a report is filed or a dishursement check is
aritten. T balieve that this system will help reduce the typographical errurs that have
oceasionally ocourred during our former system of writing ali reports in long-hand and then
typing up the reports. With this background in place, I believe I can discuss all cotiributions
made 1o Sen, Alphonse D° Amato over the past five yeats anid ansyver the questions you rased
in your iqUiTy.

1. ACPAC"s first contribution to Sen. Alphonse I¥ Amate during the past five years occurred
on February 23, 1993, The comribution was made for $1,000 and was designated on the
check for the <1492 elections.” A similar desipnation was madc on the FEC repoti.
Consequently, this comribution did not cout [orthe 1998 elaction totals.
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2. The first contribution for Sat ¥ Amato’s 1998 re-clection was made on May 11, 1994,
The check was for $1,000 and the contribution on the check was designated as 1998 re-
alection and the designation on the FEC repont was listed a3 re-lection, Tt should be taliied
to the primary election, leaving a total of $1,000 tallied to the primary election at that time.

1. The next disbursernent io his campaign was made on June 27, 1995 for $1,000. The
designation on the check was for the 1998 re-glection and was marked on the FEC repott 85
ather: 1958 re-clection. This should be tallied to the primary election, leaving 2 total of
£2 000 tallied to the primary clection at that time.

4. Om November 30, 1995, a contribition of $2,000 was made to Sen. [’ Amato's campalpr.
This time, however, ihe contribution was tallied to the general election, leaving a total of
£2 000 tallied to the primary election and 52,000 to this general election at that me.

5. On Aprll 26, 1996, a contribution of $1,000 was made to Sen. D’ Amatn’s re-eleslion
sampaign. The check was designated to the “pe-glection campaign,” bot unfortuastely
. was designated as a “general election” on the FEC report, Instead of the primary
dlection designation, (A corrected report is enclosed.) This leaves a total of $3,000
designarsd for the primary election and 52,000 for the general election at that time,

6. The next confribution eceurred on November 27, 15996 for $1,000. This contrihation
shoukd be tallied as a primary election, but was tallled on the FEC report as a general
election, (A corrected report ks enclaged.) This leaves a total of $4.000 designated for the
primary clection and $2,000 for the general election that time.

7 The next disburscment date was April 8 1998 for a conributien of $1,000. The
contribntion was designated ap the clieck as being for the 1998 Primary Election, buk
" was listed on {he FEC report as belng for the 1998 General Elecfion. (A corrected
report is enclosed.). This leaves 2 total of $5,000 desipnated for the primary elechion and

%2 000 fixr the geaveral election.)

§. The final contribution was made on July 22, 1998 for $3,000. The depignation of the check
wae For the 1998 General Re-clection and it was correctly tallied on the FBC report for the
peneral glectior. This Icaves a total contribution of §5,000 for the primary tlection and
$5,000 for the general clection.

Shertiy after the Tuly 22, 1998 check was received by the [ Amate fundraising commmitbes,
shair treasurer contarted me with questicns about how the disbursements hauld be tallied since
1 did not explicitly ndicate how the checks should he tallied on too letiers to her. T explained
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how the contributions should be tallisd. T presumed that everything mads sense since I did not
hear again from the carmpaign.

If at this time, vou believe that 1 should notify the recipient and request a refund, T would
certnly be glad to do 0. {(In the memtme, I have gent the campeign treasorer 4 letter
explaining how the contributions should be re-taflied. (See attachment.)

First, effectively immediately, Joe Matin will be the new ACPAC treasorer and all
comespendence should be directed to b,

The second jssut relates to the pravious statemett. When Tbecame ACPAC treasurer in 1994, 1
was informed that there was a discrepancy of $379.03 betoreen the amount reported to the FEC
and the actal bank stalement. The previous treasurer was unsure where the discrepancy came
from and simply instructed me to carry the discrepancy forward as she had done. I should have
contacted your alfice directly at that time, but I simply cartied the discrepancy forward. Now
that [ am leaving as ACPAC treasurer, | would like to resolve this discrepancy as Soon &5
possible for the new treasumer,

After congiderable resgarch, I belicve I have discovered the origin of the discrepancy, As far 2s T
can tell, fms discrepaney was crested on November 206, 1987, when Flizabeth Uppman, who
corved a3 ACPAC Treasarer st that time, tansferred $18,000 from the ACPAC checkmy
aceount to a Fidelity 1S, Government Reserve Account which earned interest. On Septermber
14, 1988, the toal balmee phis interest ($21, §17.00) was transforred back mio the ACPAC
checking account. ACPAC then paid federal and state taxes on the interest with a check fiom
tho ACPAC campaign contribution fund, but spparently did not discloss the full amount (o the
FEC report, Consequently, we have consistently reported $37%.02 mere to the FEC than what
we have in our actual bunk account.

ACA’s Federal Legisiative Consuliant Robert Royer dissussed thiz discrepancy with M,
Richard Ng on February 2 and Mr. Nz suggested thal we preparc a0 updated FEC report with
fhe comect information, and to check with you to see if there are additionnl pEpework
requirernents that muost be met, Since Bob Rover discugsed this issue with Mr. Mg after the
1998 year end FEC report was filed, the report (which you should have already receivad} does
net reflect the discrepancy discuesed above. 1 will wait 1o hear fium you before I file mn
amended 1998 vear end report to ensure that 1 have cormprleted all the necessary paperwork,
This amended report will be filed using our traditional method of typing out the reporte, since
we cannaot use the Capitol Hill PAC softaare system, until I hear from you on how 10 handle
thig discrepancy.
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To retuce the possibility of further FEC inquiries or questions, I would appreciate it if you
could send any information on upcoming seminars on FEC requirements. to Joe Martin, so that
he can be fidly aware of and compliant with all FEC niles and ragulations regarding political
action committess.
Thank you far your time and interest in resohangs this isme.
Aincerely,

LW

= Tmal Williams

ACPAC Treasurer
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