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Federal Election Commission 

C/O Erinn D. Larkin 

999 E Street, NW 

Washington, DC  20463 

 

Identification Number: C00011114 

 

Dear Ms. Larkin: 

 

 On behalf of the American Federation of State, County & Municipal Employees PEOPLE (the 'Committee'), this responds to 

your December 19, 2008 letter regarding the Committee's October Monthly Report for the period September 1 through 

September 30, 2008. 

 

 On Schedule B, Line 21(b) of the above-referenced report, the Committee disclosed a disbursement made to the 

Committee's connected organization, AFSCME International, for $30,551 on 9/11/2008, and reported the purpose of the 

disbursement as 'Merchandise production costs.'  Your letter requests that the Committee amend its report to clarify 

'Merchandise production costs' and refers the Committee to 11 C.F.R.  104.3(b)(3) for further guidance on 'acceptable 

purposes of disbursements'. 

 

 The disbursement at issue was made to defray the costs associated with the production and/or purchase of merchandise 

used by the Committee to raise funds.  An examination of 11 C.F.R.   104.3(b)(3) does not in anyway suggest that the 

Committee's description of the purpose of the disbursement - Merchandise production costs - is in any way unacceptable.  

None of the examples of acceptable descriptors set forth in the non-exhaustive list at   104.3(b)(3) would accurately 

describe the purpose of this disbursement, nor is the purpose used by the Committee one of those the regulation lists as 

inadequate. 

 

 As you are surely aware, on January 9, 2007, the Commission issued a policy statement providing substantial guidance on 

acceptable and unacceptable purpose of disbursement entries.  That policy statement (and further guidance published by 

the Commission on March 5, 2007) provides non-exhaustive lists of both generally sufficient and generally insufficient 

purpose of disbursement entries.  The purpose of disbursement with which you take issue in your December 19 letter 

appears on neither list.  Indeed, the Commission's policy statement offers only a single generally sufficient descriptor 

for fundraising costs - 'Catering Costs' - which does not accurately describe the disbursement at issue. 

 

 Using the rule of thumb provided by the Commission's January 9, 2007 policy statement - whether a person not associated 

with the Committee could easily discern why the disbursement was made when reading the name of the recipient and purpose 

- we believe the entry used by the Committee fully complies with 11 C.F.R.   104.3(b)(3).  Nonetheless, the Committee 

will amend its report to change the purpose of this disbursement to 'fundraising merchandise costs'.  

 

 

 Please let us know if you require any additional information. 

 


