RQ-2
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, DC, 20463

February 7, 2007

Jessica Peterson, Treasurcr

The Commonweaith PAC

45 School Street, 2nd Floor

Boston, MA 02108 Response Due Date:

. . March 12, 2007

Identification Number:  C00403022

Reference: 12 Day Pre-General Report (10/01/06-10/18/06)

Dear Ms. Peterson:
e,
# This letter 15 prompted by the Commission’s prelimmary review of the report(s)
’“';; referenced above. This notice requests information essential to full public disclosure of
0 your federal election campaign tinances. An adequate response must be received at
M) the Commission by the response date noted above. An ifemization of the information
:;:: needed follows: |
£
. -Schedule B supporting Line 21(b} of your report discloses negative memo

o entries for the receipt of apparent refunds/rebates of expenditures made

dunng this or previous reporting periods. Please be advised that the receipt
of offsets to operating expenditures should be disclosed on Schedule A
supporting Line 15 of the Detailed Summary Page if the vendor wrote a
refund/rebate check on its account. This method of reporting would clarify
tor the public record the total amount of receipts and more accurately
disclose the cash-on-hand amouont. Please amend your report to properly
disclose this activity or provide clarifying information.

-Commission Regulations require that a commiiiee disclose the
identification of all individuals who contribute in excess of $200 in a
calendar year. (11 CFR §104.3{a){4)i}) Identification for an individual is
defined as the full name, mailing address, occupation and name of
employer. (11 CFR §100.12) Your report discloses contributions from
individuals for which the identification 1s not complete.

You must provide the missing information, or if you are unable to do so,
you must demonstrate that “best efforts” have been used to obtain the
information. To establish *best efforts,” you must provide the




.
o)l
rraf
)
ol
ch
bl
o

THE COMMONWEALTH PAC

Page 2

Commission with 2 detailed description of your procedures for requesting
the information. Establishing “best efforts” is a three-fold process,

First, your original solicitation must include a clear and conspicuous
request for the contributor information and must inform the contributor of
the requirements of federal law for the reporting of such information. (11
CFR §104.7(b){(1))

Second, if the information 1s not provided, you must make one follow-up,
stand alone effort to obtain this information, regardless of whether the
contribution(s) was solicited or not. This effort must occor no later than 30
days after receipt of the contribution and may be in the form of a written
request or an oral request documented in writing. (11 CFR § 104.7(b)(2))
The request must:

o clearly ask for the missing nformation, without soliciting a
contribution;

» inform the contributor of the requirements of federal law for the
reporting of such information, and

e if the request 18 wrntten, include a pre-addressed post card or return
cnvelope.

Third, if you receive contributor mformation after the contribution{s) has
been reported, you shall etther a) file with your next regularly scheduled
report, an amended memo Schedule A listing all the contributions for which
additional information was received; or b) file on or before your next
regularly scheduled reporting date, amendments to the repori(s) originally
disclosing the contribution{s). (11 CFR §104.7(b)}4))

Please provide the missing information or & detailed description of your
procedures for requesting the information. For more information on
demonstrating “best efforts,” please refer te the Campaign Guide.

-Please clanfy all cxpenditures made for *Event Expense,” “Pro-Rated
Event Expense,” “Pro-Rated Event Expenses” and “Pro-Rated Fundraising
Expense” on Schedule B. If a portion or all of these expenditures were
made on behalf of specifically identified federal candidates, this amount
should be disclosed on Schedules B or E supporting Lines 23 and 24 and
include the amount, name, address and office sought by each candidate, 11
CFR §§104.3(b) and 106.1

-Schedule B discloses an expenditure(s) for “Pro-Rated Direct Mail” and
“Pro-Rated Printing.” If a portion or all of these expenditures were for
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public communications (as defined by 11 CFR §100.26) and voter drive
activity (under 11 CFR §106.6(b}(2)(1)) containing express advocacy as
defined under 11 CFR §100.22, this would constitute an in-kind
confribution or an independent expendrture and should be properly
disclosed on a Schedule B or E supporting Line 23 or 24 as appropnate.
Public communications and voter drive activity that refer to a clearly
identified Federal candidate, but that do not expressly advocate the election
or defeat of that candidate should be reported on Schedule B for Line 21{b)
of the Detalled Summary Page. Please clarify whether this activity
contained express advocacy and amend your report to properly disclose this
activity, if necessary.

Please note, you will not receive an additional notice from the Commission on
this matter. Adequate responses received on or oefore this date wilt be taken into
consideration in determining whether audit action will be initiated. Requests for
exfensions of time in which to respond will not be considered. Failure to provide an
adequate response by this date may result in an audit of the committee. Failure to compily
with the provisions of the Act may also result in an enforcement action against the
committee. Any respons¢ submitted by your committee will be placed on the public
record and will be considered by the Commission prior to taking enforcement action.

Electronic filers must file amendments {to include statements, designations and
reports) in an electronic format and must submit an amended report in its entirety, rather
than just those portions of the report that are being amended. If you should have any
questions regarding this matter or wish to verify the adequacy of your response, please
contact me on our toll-free number (800) 424-G530 (at the prompt press 5 to reach the
Reports Analysis Division) or my local number (202) 694- 1153.

Sincerely,
Kristin DeCarmine

Campaign Finance Analyst
223 Reports Analysis Division
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