FEQERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-2
WASHINCTOM. Tl 2dE3

MAY T log?
Richard Hm:, Treasorer -~

Santa Barbara County Republican
Central Committee

211 East Victoria Street, Suite A
Sunta Barbara, CA 93101

Identification Number: C00174334
Reference: 30 Day Post-General Report (10/1/96-11/25/96)
Dear Mr. Heise:

This letter is prompted by the Commissicn's preliminary review of the repart{z)
referenced above. The teview raised questions concerning certain information contaimed
in the report(s). An itemization follows:

-Schedule A of your report (pertinent portion(s) attached) discloses a
contribution(s) from an organizationfs) which is not a political committee
registered with the Commission. In order for your commiittee to accept
contributions fiom uaregistered organizations inte accounts used to
influence federal elections, your committee should 1ake steps to insure that
the contributor(s) used permissible fonds $o make the contribution(s} to
avoid violating Z 1J.5.C. §§441a(f) and 441b or 11 CFR §102.5(b). Under
11 CFR §102.5(b), organizations which are nct pelitical commitiees mndar
the Act and chocse 1 contribute to federal comumittees mst either: 1)
establish a separate account which containg omly those funds permitied
under the Act, or 2} demonstrate through a reasonabfe accounting method
that the organization has received sufficient funds subject to the limitations
and prohibitions in nrder to maka ﬂ1e mntl'lbuum.

If the mnm‘hl.m:m{s) in quEEtlDl! WS m::mnplmi:,r of mmrrwtly dmclused,
you should amend your original repart with clarifying information. JIn
addition, please ¢larify whether the contribution(s) received from the
referenced organizetion(s) 15 permissible.  To the extent that your
committee has received impermissible funds, the Commission recommends
that yon transfer the impermissible finds to an account not used to




influence federal clections or refund the impermissible amount(s) to the
donor(s) in accordance with 11 CFR §103.3{(b). In order to protect the
donor’s interests, the Commission reconmends that wou inform the
contributor(s) in writing to provide the donor(s) with the option of receiving
a refund or granting written authorization for a transfer to another account.

" Please inform the Comunission of your comective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for the transfer-ouxt or
refund. Should vou choose to transfer-out or refimd the contribution(s), the
Commission will presume the funds were impermissible if no statement
from your committes provides informetion to the centrary. Transfers-out
and refunds should be disclosed on a Schedule B supperting Line 22 o 28
of the report coveting the period during which the tansaction was made.

Although the Commission may take further legal action concemning the
acceptance of prohibited contributions, prompt action by your committee in
transferring-out or refunding the amounis will be taken into congideration.

A written response or an amendment to your original repori(s) correcting the abave
problem(s) should be filed with the Federal Election Commission within fifteen (15) days
of the date of this letter. If you need assistance, please feel free to contact me om our
toll-frez number, (800) 424-9530. My local number is {202) 219-3580.

Sincerely,

Sk Frvens

268 Scott Francis
Reports Analyst
Reports Analysie Division
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