FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RO-2

WASHIMCTOM, [0.C. Ml

Charleta B. Tavares, Treasurer MAR -3 1887
Ohic Democratic Party Federal

Campaign Aceount

37 W. Broad Street, Ste. 430

Columbus, OH 43215

Identification Wumber: COJ016359
Reference: - 30 Day Post-General Report (10/17/96-11/25/96)
Dear Ms. Tavares:

This letter is promped by the Commission's preliminary review of the report(s)
referenced above. The review raised questions conceming certain information contained
in the report(s). An itemization follows:

~Schedule B of your report (pertinent portion(s) attached) discloses a
contribution(s) which appears to exceed the limits set forth in the Act 2
U.S.C. §4dla{a) precludes a8 multicandidate committee from making a
contribution to a candidate for federal office in excess of $5,000 per
election.

If the contribution(s) in question was incompletely or incotrectly disclosed,
you should emend your original report with clarifying information. If vou
have made an excessive contributicn, you should notify the recipient and
request a refund af the amount in excess of 35,000 and/or notify the
recipient in writing of your redesipnation of the contribution. In the begt
interest of your committee, all refunds and redesignations should be made
within sixty days of the treasurer’s receipt of the contnbuiion{s).

Plezse infonn the Commission of your correciive action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of the refund request sent to the
candidate{s). In addition, any refunds should be disclosed on Schedule A
supporting Line 16 of the report covering the period during which they are
received. Any redesignations should be disclosed as memo entries on
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Schedule B supporting Line 23 of tﬁ: report covering the period during
which the redesignation is made. 11 CFR §110.2(b)

Although the Commission may take further legal action tegarding the
eXcessive contmibution(s), your prompt action in ob@ining & refund and/or
redesigmating the ¢ontribution{s) will be tzken into consideration.

-You must make an attempt to pbiein the full name, mailing address,
cccupation and name of employer for all individuals who contribute more
than 3200 in a calendar year. Please amend your report 0 inclode the
omitted information.

A committes may demonstrate "best efforis" to obtsin the required
information by providing the Commission with a description of its
procedures for requesting the information and may also supply a copy of a
solicitation: the committse must request the contributor information in
initial solicitations; make follow-np requests (if necessary); report the
information; and file amendments to disclose previously unreported
information. Each solicitation must include a ¢lear and conspicucdus request
far the information. If a committee receives a contribution that exceeds the
$200 threshold but lacks conotributor information, the commities must,
within 30 days, make an additional written or oral request for the
information. Please note that a written request may not include an
additional solicitation or material on any other subject, other than thanking
the contnbutor for the donation and must include a pre-addressed retum
post card or envelope for the contriburor’s respemse.  An oral request must
be documented in writing. Committees must also desclose information that
was not provided by the contributoe, but is available in any of the
committee's records for that cunent election cycle. Furthermore, if a
committee receives conmibutor information after the contributions have
been reported, it must submit, with its next report, an amended memo
Schedule A listing alf the contrfbutions for which additional information
was received or file, on or before the next reporting date, amendments to
the previous reports on which the contributions were originally disclosed.
See 11 CFR §104.3(aX4)Xi) and 11 CFR 51047,
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-Schedule A of your report (pertinent portion(s) attached) discloses a
contribution{s) from an organization(s} which is not a political committee
regigtered with the Commission. In order for your committee to accept
contributions from vnregistered organizations into accounts used o
influence federsl elections, your committee should take steps to insure that
the contributor(s) used permissible finds to make the contribution(s) 1o
avoid violating 2 U.S.C. §§441a{f) and 441b or 11 CFR §102 5(b}. Under
11 CFR §102.5(b). erganizations which are not political committees under
the Act and choose to contribute to federal committees must either: 1)
establish a separate account which contains only those funds permitted
under the Act, or 2) demonstrate through a reasonable accounting method
that the organtzation has received sufficient funds subject to the limitations
and prohibitions in order to make the contribution,

If the contnibution(s) in question was mcompletely or incomectly disclosed,
youL should amend your otiginal repoit with clarifying information. In
arddition, please clarify whether the contribution{s) received fom the
referenced orpanization(s) is permizsible. To the exient that your
commities has received impermissible funds, the Commission recommends
that you transfer the impermissible funds o an account not used to
influence federa! elections or refund the impermissible amount{s) to the
domor(s) m accordance with 11 CFR §103.3(b). In order to protect the
doner’s interests, the Commission recomunends that you inform the
contributor(s) in writing to provide the donor(s) with the option of recsiving
g refund or granting written authorization for a transfer to another account.

.Please inform the Commission of your comective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for the transfer-out or
refund. Shauld you choose to transfer-out ot refund the contribution(s), the
Commission will presume the finds were impermissible if no statement
from your committee provides information to the cootrary. Transfers-out
and refiunds should be disciesed on a Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 28
of the report covering the period during which the transaction was made.

Although the Commission may take further legal action concerning the
acceptance of prohibited contributions, prompt action by your committee in
transfertmg-out or refunding the amounts will be taken into consideration.
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-All reports end statements filed with the Commission must be legible in
ordet that they may be microfilmed and placed on the public record. Please
resubmit 3 legible copy of Schedule(s) B, supporting Lines 21¢(b}, 22, 23
and 25, of your tepott, as the onginals are unaceeptable. Your report will
not be considered complete umtil such schedules are received. E1 CFR
§104.3 and 2 U.5.C. §434(b)

-Please amend Schedule B supporting Line 23 by providing the foll name
and office sought, incloding state and congressional district for each
contribution made to a federal candidate or political commiitee. 11 CFR

§§104.3(b)(3)ii) and (v}

~Your report discloses receipts totalling $24,774.49 from the Democratic
State Party Victory Fund, which is a joint fundraising committee affiliated
with your committes. Please be advised that a memo Schedule A must be
provided to itemize your committes's share of the gross contributions
received through the joint fandmiser. The memo schedule should itermize
each individual who has comtributed an agpregate in excess of $200 during
the calendsr year, and provide the amount of unitemized contribiotions
received. In addidon, the memo schedule should itemize vour committee’s
share of all contributions from pelitical committees, regardless of amount.
11 CFR §102.17(cK8)(iXB)

-Please clanfy alf expendihores made for Issue Media, Political
Advertising/Media, Political Consulting and GOTV Ad en Schedule H4. I
a portion or all of these expenditures were made on behalf of specifically
identified federal candigdates, this amount should be disclosed on Schedule
B or F aupporting Line 23 or 25 and include the amount, name, address and
office sought by each candidate. 11 CFR §104.3{b)

-Schedule A supporting Line 12 discloses a transfer-in from the Democratic
Mational Comrittee. Schedule H4 supperting Line 21(a) reflects payments
for various exempt activities. Payments for this type of activity are exempt
from the definifion of a contribation or expenditure if certain conditions are
met, The conditions are that no public advertising may be used including
distribution by direct mail; all funds used for the activity must be permitted
under the Act; none of the funds used may have been designated for a
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particular candidate; and finally, payments for the activity may ngi be made
from transfers-in from the national committee to specifically fund the
agtivity. Foe further guidance, please refer to 11 CFR §§100.7(b)(15) and
(17} and to the Campaign Guide for Party Comumittees.

Please clarify the nature of the transfers-in and subsequent paymenis for the
various exempt activities. If the activity disclosed on your report does not
meet the definition of "exempt" activity as described above and if any
portion of the expenditures were made on behalf of specificallv identified
candidates, that amount must be disclosed on Schedufe B or F supporting
Line 23 or 25 of the Detailed Summary Page as appropriate.

-You have made disbursements for “GOTV calls”, “Women Vote I%,
“Women Voie 117, and “State Ballot" which you have characterized as
exemnpt activities. In order for an activity to ba classified as exempt, it omst
meet the following comditions: For slate cards and sample ballots: the list
DAmes at least ﬂ1.'I'EE candidates m:mmg for elantmn to an}f pul::]m nﬂim:ﬁ the

hnutﬁ:'l to t'I:u: 1d¢nuﬁl:atmn of eanh um]dldate, the uﬂ'in: or position
currently held, the office sought and party affiliation, and costs allocable Lo
federal candidates are paid with permizsible funds. For campaign materials:
the activity is :mdumdnnheha]fufﬂwlmrtysnnmmncsmﬂmgmem]
election, the matenals 3 i QLI
pummn]_g-;fm the parq.r mnumttec: does nut use matr:rm]s purchased
by the national party committee or money transferred from the naticnal
committes to purchase materials, the party committee do#s not use fimds
designated for a particular federal candidate, a payment from a nonfederal
campaign to help pay for the materials does not exceed its allocated share of
the expenses, and costs allocable to federal candidates are paid with
permissible funds. Lastly, for voter drives; the activity is on behalf of the
party’s Presidentizl and Vice Presidential nominecs, the activity does not
invplve the use of public political advertising such as television, radin,
newspapers, magazines, billboards or direct mail, phong banks are sperated
by volunteers (although paid professionals may design the system, develop
calling instructions and train supervisors), the party committee does not use
funds wansferred by the netional party committee for voter drive activities,
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the party committee does not use funds designated for a particular federsl
candidate, and the cost allocable to federal candidates are paid with
perinissible funds. For the activities which you have classified as exempt,
you disbursed payments to an apparent telemarketing firm, and included
payments for the purchase of “political censuling,” “food.” and “auto
purchase/lease.” If the activity disclosed on your repert does not meet the
definition of Yexempt” activity as described above and if any portion of the
expenditures were made on behalf of specifically identified candidates, that
amoumt must be disclosed on Schedule B or F supporting Line 23 or 25 of
the Detailed Summary Page as appropriate. Please previde the Commission
with & more detafled explanation of this activity,

-Schedule A of your report (pertinent portion{s) attached) discloses a
contmbution(s) which appears to exceed the limits set forth in the Act. 2
US.C. §4dlalf) and 11 CFR §110.1{d) preclude a committee from
receiving contributions from another political commitiee or person in
excess of 35,000 per calendar year.

1f the contribution(s) in question was incompletely o incomectly disclosed,
you should amend your criginal report with the clarifying mformation. 1
the contributien(s) you reczived exceeded the limits, yvou must seek
reattribution of the contribution pursuent to 1| CFR §110.1(k), transfer-ont
the amount in excess of $5,000 to an accomt not vsed to influence federal
elections of refind the excessive amount to the doner(s) in accordance with
I1 CFR §103.3(b}. In the best interest of your comumitt2e, all reattributions,
transfers-cut, and refunds should be made within sixty davs of the
treasurer’s receipt of the contribution{s). In order to protect the donor's
interests, the Commission recommends that you inform the contibutot(s) m
writing to provide the donot{s) with the option of pranting written
authorization for a restiribution or transfer-out to another account or
receiving & refund.

Pleass inform the Commission of your comective action immediately in
writing and pravide a photocopy of your check fur the transfer-out aor
tefund. In addition, any reattributions showld be reported as memo entries
on Schedule A of the report covering the period during which the
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authorization for the reattribution is received. Any transfers-out or refinds
should be disclosed on Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 28 of the report
durtng which the transaction was made.

Although the Commission may take further legal action regarding the
acceptance of an excessive contribution(s), prompt action by your
commitiee to seck reattribition, trensfer-out or refiund the excessive amount
will be taken inta consideration.

~Your report disclosed cerain categories of financizl activity that have been
reflected on the wrong lines of the Detailed Summary Page. Activity
encompassing 100% federnl activity shonld he property disclosed on a
separate Schedule B supporting Line 21(b) of the Detailed Svmmary Page.
Please refer to the instructions contained on the forms to determine the
proper categorization when preparing your next filing,

-Your report includes computer produced formats of Schedulss B and H4.
Computer produced formats may only be vsed upon prier approval of the
Commission. You should submit a separate sample format with a cover
letter requesting approval. Until your format hss been approved, FEC
forms must be used. 11 CFR §104.2(d)

A written response o an amendment to yoor original report(s) comrecting the above
problemy(s) shauld be filed with the Federa] Election Commission within fifieen (15) days
of the date of this letter. If you need assistance, please feel free to contact me on our
toll-fee pumber, (R00) 424-9530. My local number js (202) 219-3580.

Sincerely,

Hodiikind

Melissa Hurd
. Reports Analyst
205 Reporis Analysis Division
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