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***************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************

The following is text from a letter dated November 8, 2007 provided to Sylvette Seay, Campaign Finance Analyst, in 

response to an FEC letter dated October 10, 2007. 

 

Dear Ms. Seay: 

 

I am writing in response to your letter of October 10, 2007, which requested information regarding several items in the 

2007 Amended Mid-Year Report of the Verizon Communications Inc. Good Government Club ("Verizon PAC"). 

 

Item 1 of your letter identifies apparently excessive contributions that were then refunded (Ben Cardin for Senate and 

Klobuchar for Minnesota).  In both of these cases, the Verizon PAC issued checks intended for 2006 debt retirement.  

However, in both cases, the checks were never deposited by the campaigns, as they did not have debt to retire.  In fact, 

as best as we can determine, it appears that the checks were never sent to the campaigns, and most likely should not 

have been included in the Verizon PAC's 2007 Amended Mid-Year Report.  As indicated in the report, the checks were 

voided - not refunded as your letter suggests.  Therefore, no further action is required with respect to these 

contributions.  We have been attempting to improve communication between the individuals responsible for sending checks 

to campaigns and those responsible for preparing FEC reports, so that checks like these are voided in a timely manner 

and reported accurately. 

 

Item 2 identifies contributions which appear to have exceeded applicable contribution limits (Pat Roberts for Senate).  

This excessive contribution appears to have been caused by the incorrect coding of the October 16, 2006, contribution to 

the 2006 general election when the candidate was not running in the 2006 election cycle.  This caused the contribution 

to automatically be attributed to the next applicable election, which was the 2008 general election.  This unexpected 

reattribution caused the subsequent 2008 general election contribution in May 2007 to be excessive.  We are requesting a 

refund of the excessive amount and a copy of the letter will be sent to the FEC in a package to be delivered on November 

9, 2007.  In an effort to avoid similar problems in the future, we have added an additional review to our disbursal 

process to help ensure that contributions are being attributed to valid elections.  We are also exploring improvements 

to the software used to manage our contribution process which would help prevent this type of mistake from being made in 

the future. 

 

If you have any questions about this matter, please contact me at 609-406-7153. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Karen Andrew 

Assistant Treasurer 

 

 

 


