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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISEION
WA sHIMOT Z, 1247 2B
Decomber &, 2004

Barbara W. Bonfiglio, Treasurer
Mary Bono Comrnitiee
PO, Box 3370
Palm Springs, CA 92263 | Respoase Due Date:

Japuary 10, 2005
[dentification Number; 00332890

Reference: Amended 30-Day Post-General Report (10/14/04-11/22/04), received
12/3/04

Dear Ms. Bonfigho:

This letter is prompied by the Commission’s preliminary review of the report(s)
ceferenced above. This notice requests informatiot essential to full public disclosure of
your federsl election campmgn finances. An adequate response must be received at
the Commission by the response date noted above. An itemization of the informaton
needed follows:

_Schedule A of your report discloses one or more contributions received
after the general election that are designated for the general. These
contributions may only be accepied to the extent that the committet has net
debits entstanding from the general election. (11 CFR §110.1{03)L)

A contribution is considered made when the contributor relinquishes
rontro] over the contibution. A contrbutor shali be considered to have
relinquished centtol over the contribution when it is delivered to the
candidatc, when it 15 delivered to an authorized committee of the candidate,
or to an apent of an authorized commities of the candidate. A contribution
ihat is mailed to any of the aforementioned tecipients will be considered
made on the date of the postmark. Envelopes should be retained for the
cammittee’s records. (11 CFR §110.1(b)6])

If any contribution in question Wwas incompletely or incorrectly reported,
you must amend your otiginal report with the clarifying imformation.

If a contnbution exceeds the amount of nct debts outstanding from the
general election, you may have lo refund or redesignate the contribution.
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The funds can be retained if within sixty (60) days of receipt the excessive
amount was properly redesignated for a different clection. An excessive
contribution is considersd properly redesignated if (1} the committee
obtaing signed written documentation from the contributor(s) authonzing
the redesignation of the contribution for another election provided that the
new designation does not exceed the limitations on contributions made with
respect to that election, or (2} the committee redesignates by prasumption
the excessive portion of the contnbution for ancther election provided that
the new designation does not exceed the limitations on contributions made
with respect to that election. [n this case, the treasurer must notify the
contrbuter of the redesignation in writing within 60 days of the treasurer’s
receipt of the contribution. The notification must give the contributor 2n
ppportunity to request a tefund. (11 CFR §110.1{d)(3) 0B

If the foregoing conditions for redesignations are not met within 60 days of
receipt, the excessive amount must be refunded. Ses 11 CFR §103.3{b)(1).

Please inform the Commission of your cormective action immediately
writing and provide photocopies of any refund checks andfor letters
redesignating the contributians in question. Refunds are reported on Line
36 of the Detailed Summary Page and on a supporting Schedule B of the
report covering the period in wich they are made. Redesignations are
reported 45 memo eniries on Schedule A of the report covering the period
in which the authorization for the redesignation s received. (11 CFR
§104.8(d)(2). (3) and (4))

The acceptance of excessive contributions is a senous problem. Again, the
comimittee’s procedures for processing contributions should be examined
and corrected in order to avoid this problem. Although the Commission
may take further legal action, prompt action by you to refund ot redesignate
the excotsive amount will be taken into consideration.

“Schedule A of your report indicates that your committee may have failed
ta file one or more of the required 48 hour notices remarding "last mimute”
contributions received by your committee after the close of books for the
12-Day Pre-Gereral Report (see attached). A principal campaign
commuttes must notify the Commission, in writing, within 48 hours of any
conttibution of $1,000 or more received between two and twenty days
before an election. These contributions are then reported on the next report
requited to be filed by the committce. To ensure that the Comumission i3
notified of last minute contributions of $1,000 or more to your campaign, it
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is tecommended that you review your procedures for checking
comtributions Teceived during the aforementioned time period. The failure
to file 48-hour notices may result in civil money penalties or legal
enforcement action. If any contribution of $1,000 or more was incorrectly
reported, vou must amend your origmal report with the clanfying
information. (i1 CFR §104.5{f)}

_Your conmmittee filed 48-hour notices reporting the fellowing “last
minute™ ¢contributions:

Contributot Diate Amount
Amcrican Academy of '
Qpthalmology FAC 10/1 804 %1,000.00

*American Academy of
Opthalmology PAC 128004 51,000.00
“California Bankers
Association PAC 10/25/04 52,000 .00
* Sprint Corporation PAC 10714104 $1,300.00
“Sprint Corporation PAC 10/15/04 S1,500.00 -

The contributions with asterisks do not appear on Schedule A of this report.
Pleasz amend your teport to include these contributions or provide an
explanation of these appavent discrepancies (11 CFR §104.3(2}4){1)).

-Your Amended 30-Day Post-General Report, received 12/3/04, discloses a
substantial increase in the amount of disbursements from those disclosed on
your original report. Please amend your repori to clarify why this
additional activity was not provided with your original filing. (11 CFR
5104.3)

Unlike previous election ¢ycles, you will not receive an addional notice from
the Commisslon on this matter. Adeguate responses received on or before this date
will be 1aken into consideration in deternuning whether audit action will be initiated.
Requests for extenslons of time i which to respend will not be considered. Failure
to provide an adequate response by this date may result in an audit of the committce.
Failure to comply with the provisions of the Act may also result in an enforcement action
pgainst the committee. Any Tesponse subitted by your commitiee will be placed en the
public record and wall be considered by the Commission prior to taking enforcement
Achion. :
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Electronic filers must file amendments (to include statements, designations and
reports) in an electronic format and must zubmit an amended report in its entirety, rather
than iust those portions of the report that are bein amended. If you should have any
questions regarding this matter or wish to verify the adequacy of your response, please
contact e on our toll-free number (B0} 424-9530 (at the prompt press 3 to reach the
Reports Analysis Division) or my local number {202) 694-1162.

Sincerely,

Samantha Dachik
Senior Campaign Finance Analyst
491 Reports Analysis Division
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