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FEDERAL ELECTION £OMASSION RQ-3
WEASHINSTCR, Dias . Hesk) :
Fansary 23, 2003
Jenmifer Decnant, Treayorer
Maine Demsocratic State Comminee
P.0). Box 5258
12 Spruce Street
i Anguste, ME 0433
e [dentification Mumber: C0O179408
t Reference: October Ouarterly Report {7/84)2-%/30/02)
g Dear Ms. Dechant:
i Om December 31, 2002, you were notified that a weview of the above-referenced
. report{s) taised guestions as o gpecific contributions andor expenditures, and the

reporting of vertain information required by the Federal Flection Campaizn Act.

Your Jannary 7, 2003 response is incomplete because you have not provided all
fhe requested information. Fer thes raspons: i he considered adeguate, the following
information is sull required.

Commngsion Regulatioms require ther a  cormmittes digclose  the |
Ldeptification of all individuals who coninbute in excess of S20H in B
calendar year. (11 CFR §104.3(a){4)(3}} 1dentification for an individuel s
defined #s the fll name, mailing address, oceupation end mans of
erployer. {E1 CFR §100.12} Your repom discloses contributions from
individuzle for which the identification is nat conplets.

You tmust provide the missing information, or it you are unable to do 5o,
you must demonstrate that “hegt efforts” have been used to obtain the
information. To establish “best efforts,” vou must provide the Cornmission
with a detailed desetiption of wvour procedures for requesting the
formation. Establishing “bast efforts” is & three-fold process.

First, your original solicitation must mclade 2 clear and conspicuous
request for the coniributar information and must inform the contribueer of
the recuivemenis of federal Jaw for the reporting of such information. {1}
CER §104.706)(1)
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%econd, if the information is mot provided, you must make one follow-up,
sramd alone effort to obtain this information, regardless of whether the
comtributicn(s) was solicited or not, This effort must coour 2o later thae 38

Tl -

davy afier receipt of the contribution and tay be in the fomm of a written

request or an ol reguest documented i writing, {11 CFR & 104.7{bj{2};
The request must:

o Jlestly ask for the missing informaiion, Wwithont soliciting &
contmibution;
- » inform the contobutor of the requirementz of federal law for the
B reporting of such informetion, and
Lod » if the request is writken, include a pre-addressed post cardd or relura
‘ envelope,

Third, if you receive cowmbutor information after the contribution{s) has
begi reported, you shall either a} file with vour next regularly scheduled
repori, an amended memo Schedule A listing al] the contributions for which
addifional information was received; or b} file on gr before your next
regulardy scheduled reporting date, amendments 1o the report(s) originaliy
disclosing the contribution{s}. (11 CFR §104.7{b)X4))
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Please provide the missing informarion or a detailed desermption of your
procedures for requesting the information. For mors information on
demonstrating “besi efforts,” please refer to the Campaign Guide.

Schedule A supporong Line 11(¢) of your ceport discloses a paymmentis)
froti @ federal candidate commieee(s) for poods and/or services provided
by vour commnittee. 1P LFR §100,7(aW1MII)A) states that . the
provision of any goods or services without charge or a1 a charge winch is
tess than the usual and sovrmal cherge for such poods or services i= &
contObution.” Examples of goods and services includs equipment,
supplics, personnel, membership lisis and mailing lists. The term “usual
and oormal charge” for goods 13 defined as .. the price of those goods in
the market from which they ordinarily would have buen purchased at the
iime of he conmibution”. The usual and nwmal chavge for SErVICES 15
defined as “..the houtly of piecework charge for the sepices atb ®
commercially veasonable mie prevailing ar the tme the SETVILES WETS
endered™ 11 CFR BI00.7{a){] {ii)B)

Please clarify whether your commitiee assessed the nseal and normal
charge for the goods andfer services you provided to the federal candidaie
commiittes]s) and explain the steps your committee tonk in deierminlsng
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. the amonnt(s) charged. If your committee provided the goods andlor

. services at less thas the usuwal und novmal charge, the difference betwezn
{he two is considered 1o be an in-kind contribution by your committes to
1he Federal candicate committes(s) and is subject to e limits set forth at 2
L1.5.0. 8441a. {11 CFR §100.7{a) 1311 A}l

An adequate tesponse must be received at the Commission by February 12, 2003,
Adequats responges received on or before this date will be taken into consideration i
determining whether andit acton will be initiated. Requests for exteusions of time in
which te respord will net be considered. Failure to provide an adequaie respanse oy
{hiy dale may resalt in an audit of the comumittee, Fashire to comply with the provisions
of the Act may also result in an entorcement action against the commlitze. ARy tesponse
subznitted by yout committee will be placed on the public recond and will he considercd
by the Commission prior (o lalung enforcement aChion.

Electronic filers noust file amendments (to incinde statements, designations and
reports) in an glgctromic format and must submir an amgnded report in its entirely, rathar
{han just those perticns of i report that are being smended.  1f vou should have any
questions retaved to this matter, please contact Kristen Davis on our toll-free pumbsr
(B0} 424-0530 (at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the Reports Analysis
Division) or our foral aumber (202} 594-1130.

Sincerely,

John D, Gibson
Agsisiant Statf Director
pAE Reports Anslysis Division
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