FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-3

WASHINGTON, D.C. 263 March 29, 2001

P. James WNicholson, Treasurer
Maine Eepublican Party

76 Silver Street

Waterville, ME 4901

Identification Number; CO0003111
Reference: Amended October Quarterly Report {7/1400-9/30/00), dated 10/17/00
Dear Mr. Nicholsom:

This letter is to inform you that as of March 28, 2001 the Comynission has not
received your response to our request for additional information, dated March 7, 200].
This notice requests information essential 1o full public disclosure of your federal election
campaign finances. To ensure compliance with the provisions of the Federal Flection
Campaipn Act {the Act), please respond to this request {copy tnclosed).

An adequate respomse must be received af the Commmission by Aprl 18, 2001,
Adequate responses received on or before this date will be taken into consideration in
determining whether sudit action will be initiated. Requests for extensions of fime tn
which to respond will not be considered, Failure to provide an adequate response by
this date may result in an audit of the commitiee. Failure to cormply with the provisions of
the Act may also result in an enforcement action against the commitize. Any response
submitted by your committee will be placed on the public record and will be considered
by the Commission prior to teking enforcement action.

If you should bave any questions regarding thiz matter, please contact Angel
Williamson on our toll-free mumber {800) 424-9530 (at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to
reach the Reports Analysis Divigion) or oot Jocal pumber {202} 694-1120.

Sincerely,

John ID. Gibson
Assistant Staff Director
Reports Analysis Division

Enclosure
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P, James Nicholson, Treasurer
Maine Republican Party

76 Silver Street
Waterville, ME 04901 we 1

[dentification Number; CODoG3111
Reference: Amended October Quarterly Report (7/1/00-9/30/00), dated 101 7/00
Dear Mt Nicholson:

This letter is prompted by the Cormission’s preliminary review of the repori(s)
referenced above. The review raised questions concerning certain information contained
in the report{s). An itemization follows:

“The iotals listed on Lines 22 and 28(a), Column B of the Detailed
Summmaty Page(s) appear to be incotrect. Please be advised that you should
add the "Calendar Year-to-Datz" total from your previcus report to the
eurrent "Total Thiz Period” figure from Columm A to derive the correct
Column B iotals. Please amend your report and any subsequent reports that
may be affected by this correction.

-Commission Regulations require that a committee disclose the
identification of all individuals who contribute in excess of $200 in a
cajendar vear. (11 CFR §104.3{aX4)1)) Tdentification for an individual is
defined as the full name, mailing address, ocoupation and name of
employer. (11 CFR §100.12y Your renort discloses contributions from
individuzals for which the identification is not complete.

You must provide the missing informatian, or if you sre unable 10 do so,
von must demonstrate that “best efforts™ have been used to obtain the
‘nformation. To establish “best efforts,” you must provide the Commission
with a detailed deseription of your procedures for requesting the
information. Establishing “best effarts™ is a three-fold process.

First, your original solicitation must include a clear and conspicuous request
for the comtributor information and must inform the contributor of the
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requirements of federal law for the reporting of such information. (11 CFR
§104.7{B)(1))

Second, if the information is not provided, you must make one follow-up,
stand alone effort to obtain this information, regardless of whether the
contribution(s) was solicited or not. This effort must occur no later than 30
days after receipt of the contribution and may be in the form of a written
request or an oral request documented In writing. (11 CFR § 104.7(b)(2))
The tequest must:

» clearly ask for the missing information, without soliciting a contribution;
inform the comtributor of the requirements of federal law for the
reporting of such information, and

« if the request ig written, include a pre-addressed post card or réturm
envelope.

Third, if vou receive contributor information after the contribution(s) has
been reported, you shall either a) file with your next regularfy schednled
report, an amended memo Schedule A listing all the contributions for which
additional information was received; or b file on or before your next
regularly scheduled reporting date, amendments to the report(s) erginally
disclosing the contribution(s). (11 CER §104.7(b)(4))

Please provide the missing information or 2 detailed description of your
procedures for reguesting the information. For mare information on
demonstrating “best efforts,” please refer o the Campaign Guide.

Please amend your report by providing the purpose of disbursement and
address for each disbursement itemized on Schedules B and H4 supporting
Lines 21(b) and 21{a).

_Schedulez B and H4 supporting Lines 21{b} and 21(a) discloses payments
to Bush 2000/Spalding for Fic. 2000 Campuaign exp. Please amend your
report io clanfy the vltimate payce of these disbursements.

_Lines 21(a)(i) and 21{a)(ii) of the Detailed Summary Page of your report
discloses a fotal of $123,49233 for the Federal Share of Operating
Expenditures and $136,695.13 for the Non-Federal Share of Operating
Expenditures. The sum of the entries itemized on Schedule H4, however,
indicates the total 1o be $123,505,04, Federal Share and $163,751.01, Non-
Federal Share, Please amend your report to clarify this discrepancy.
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Nour EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE caleulations for Administrative/Voter
Drive are incortect. EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals for administrative
and voter drive costs are derived by aggregating all dishursements duning
te calendar year for the whole Administrative/Voter Drive category.
TVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals for fundraising, dirset candidate support,
and exempt activities are derived by aggregating all disbursements during
the calendar year within a specific sveftl These should be calculated by
adding the latest disbursement for @ category or event to the previous
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE total for that category or event, This mmning
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE total should be disclosed after each
disbursement is listed. Please amend your report by providing the correct
EVENT YEAR-TC-DATE totals.

Memized dishursements must include a bricf statement or description of
why the disbursements were made. Please amernd Schedule(s} B and Hé of
your report to clarify the following description(s): Event Cost, Special
Events Expense, Fic. 2000 Campaign Exp., Expenses, 941 Deposit and ME
Event Cost, For further guidance regarding acceptable purposes of
disbursements, pleass refer to 11 CFR §104.3(b)(3).

_Blease clarify all expenditures made for Adversisimg on Schedule{s) H4. B
a porticn or il of these expenditures were made on behalf of specifically
sdentified federal candidates, this amount should be disciosed on Schedules
B, E or F supporting Lines 23, 24 or 25 and include the ammount, name,
address and office sought by each candidate. 11 CFR §&10:4.3(h) and 196.1

~Your report disclosed certain categories of financial activity that have been
reflected on the wrong tines of the Detailed Summary Page. Contributions
from political committees and transfers from affliatedfather party
commitices should be properly discloged on separate Schedules A,
supporting Lines 11{c) and 12 of the Detailed Summary Page. Please refer
o the instructions contsined on the forms to determine the proper
categorization when preparing your next filing. :

A Wwritten TeEpONse OF an AMendment 1o your criginal report(s} correcting the above
problem(s) should be filed with the Federal Election Commission within fifteen {15} days
of the date of this letter, If you need assistance, please feel free to contact me on our
tall-free number, (BO0) 424-3530 (at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to teach the Reporis
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Analysis Division}. My local number is (202) 694-1130.
Sincerely,
Angel E. Williamson

Reports Analyst
282 Reports Analysis Division -







