FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION Rz
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20483

George Platt, Treasurer
Democratic Execotive Committee of
Florida
317 M. Cathoun Street, Box 1758
Tallahassee, FL 32302 JUN 1A 2000

[dentification Number: CO00N5561
Reference: Apnl Quarterly Report {1/1/00-3/51/00)
Dear Mr. Plat:

This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the repori(s}
referenced above., The review raised questions concerning certain information contained
in the reportfs). An iternization follows:

Schedule A of your teport (pertinent porfion(s) attached) discloses a
contribution(s) which appears fo excecd the limits set forth in the Act 2
U.5.C. $a41a(D) end 11 CFR §110.1(d) preclnde e committee and its
affilintes from receiving contributions from another political commitiee or
person in excess of 55,000 per calendar year,

If the contribution{s) in question was incompletely or ineorreetly disclosed,
yvou should amend your original report with the clanfying information.  If
the conttibutionts) you received exceeded the linuts, you must seck
reattribution of the contribution pursuant to 11 CFR §113.1{k), transfer-out
the amount n excess of 35,000 o an account not used to influence federal
elections or refund the excessive amount to the donor(s) in aceordance with
11 CFR $103.3{b}. In the best interest of your committee, all reattributions,
transfers-out, and refunds should be made within sixty days of the
treasurer's receipt of the contribution{s). In order to protect the donor's
interests, the Commisgion recommends that you inform the contributor(s) in
writing to provide the donor(s) with the option of granting WIitien
authodzation for a teatttibution or transfer-out to another account or
receivitig & refund. '

Please inform the Commission of your corrective actlon immediately in
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writing and provide 2 photocopy of your check for the transfer-ont or
refund. In addition, any reattributions should be reported as memo entries
on Schedule A of the report coverng the period during which the
authorization for the reattribution is received. Any transfers-out ¢r refunds
should be disclosed on Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 28 of the report
during which the transaction was made.

Although the Commission may teke forther legal action regarding the
acceptance of an excessive contribution(s), prompt action by your
conmittee to seek reattribution, transfer-out or refund the excessive amount
will be taken inte consideration.

-Schedule H4 discloses a dishursement(s) for Convention Expense, AD1S
which is categorized as fundraising expenses; hawever, Schedule H2 does
not include an allecation ratie for this activity. Please amend Schedule H2
to disclose the ormitted ratio.

“Your report discloses limited payments for administrative expenscs.
Administrative cxpenses are payments made for the purpose of operating &
polities! committec including, but not hmited to, rent, utilities, salares,
telephone service, office equipment and supplies. Each committce utilizing
separate federal and non-federal aceounis is tequired to allocate any
administrative expenses betwsen the accounts in proportion to the
BALLOT COMPOSITION METHOD derived from FEC Schedule H1. A
Sehedule H1 must be filed with the fist FEC FORM 23X filed at the
beginning of cach two-year election cycle. 11 CFR §106.5(d)

Any goods or services provided fo your committee by & person, except
volunteer activity (i.e., a persom's time), would be considered an in-kind
contnbution from that persen, and would be subject to the disclosure
requirements of 2 U.5.C. §434(h)(3) aud 11 CFR §104.13, end the
limitations and prohibitions of 2 U.8.C. §§441a and 441D.

Clarification regarding admimistrative expenses should be disclosed during
each two yesr election cycle begioming with the first report filed in the
non-election year. Please provide the necessary information regarding
administrative expenses incurred by your committee and/or amend your
repart to disclose such expenses according to the referenced provisions of
the Act and Commiszion Regulations.

Your EVENT YEAR-TC-DATE calculations for adminisirativefvoter
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drive and ail fundraising events are incorrect  EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE
totals for administrative and voter drive costs are derived by aggregating all
disbursements during the calendar year for the whole Administrative/Voter
Drive category. EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals for fundraising, direct
candidate support, and exempt activities are derived by aggregating all
disbursements doting the calendar year within a specific event. These
should be caleulated by adding the latest disbursement for a category or
event 1o the previous EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE total for that category or
event. This running EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE total should be disclesed
after cach disbursement is listed. Please amend your report by providing
the correct EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals,

_Ttemized disburzements mmust include a brief statement or description of
why the disbursements wete made. Please amend Schedulels) H4 of your
Teport to clarify the following description(s): consulting and consulting fees.
For further guidance regarding scceptable purposes of disbursements,
pleaze Tefer to 11 CFR £104.3(b)(3).

-Line 21(a¥i) of the Detailed Summary Page of your report discloses a total
of $121,885 in the federal share of shared federal/non-federal activity. The
surm of the entries itemized on Schedule H4, however, indicates the total to
be $110,269. Please amend your report to clarify the discrepancy.

-Line 21(k) of the Detailed Summary Page of your report discloses a total of
2162 in other federal operating expenditures, The sum of the entries
itemized on Schedule B, however, indicates the total to be 311,779 Please
amend yout report to clarify the diserepancy.

¥ pur report includes a computer produced format(s) of Schedale H2 which
is different from the format approved by the Commission previously.
Please submit 4 separste sample farmat with a cover letier requesting
approval of the mew format. For future filings, please use only FEC
approved formats.

A writien response or an amandment to your origal repori(s} correcting the above
preblem(s) should be filed with the Pederal Blection Commission within fifteen (15) days
of the date of this letict. If yom meed mssistance, please feel free to contact me on our
1oll-free Tumber, (500) 424-9530 (at the prompt press |, then press 2 10 reach the Reports
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Analysis Divizsion). My local number ig {202) 694-1130.

Sincerely,

Andrew J. Dodson

Semior Reports Analyst
219 Reports Analysis Division
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