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'L"L'."-\.!EHH'M'LTT{_-"‘_\-'_. D.C._:!IJ"i-[l.:l
tart Scales, Treasurer
Demncratic Bxecntive Commities of Flomds
210 Thomasville Road
Tallahaszee, FL 32303 JAN 1 % 7003

Tdeptification Number, COGR05 501
Reference: October Quarterly Report {7/1/02-3 3012
Dear Mr. heales:

This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the reportis)
referenced above. The review raised questions concerning certain information contalned
m the reports). An semization follows:

~Sehednle A of your report (pertinent portionis) attached) discloses one or
mere contributions which appear to exceed the limits set forth in the Act. 2
G.5.C §441af) and 11 CFR §110.1(d) prohibit & comuwtice and its
affitiates from receiving any contribution from ancther political convnittee
or person 1o excess of 33,000 per calendar vear.

iIf any apparently excessive contiibution in question was incompletely or
meortestly disclosed, wou imust amend vour cdginal teport with the
clartfying information,

Iif anv contribution you received exeewds the limits, you may have to refund

the cxcessive amount. The finds can be retmined 1f within 60 davs of
receipt, (1) the exgessive amount was propedy reatbributed fo another
person, such ag z joint account helder, by obfaining signed written
authonzations from gach persom making the contribution purivant to 1]
CFR 116.100(3), and (27 the treasurer informs the person making the
contribulion that he or she ynay request the return of he excessive portian
of the comiribution if it is not ntended to be a joinr contribufion. Ay
request Trom a donor for a vefond st be honored.
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Altemntively, the funds can be wetamed if within 60 days of receipt vou t]}
trams forred the excessive amount o au acepunt not used fo influence federal
elections, and (2) provided writtan notice to the person making 1he
contribution of the optdon of receiving # reflnd, Any request from a donor
for a Tefund must be honored.

If the foregoing conditions for reatiributions or trarefers to & nop-federal
acoomnt were not met within 60 days of recempt, the excessive mmunt TS
be refunded.

Flease mform the Commission of your coméctive achion immediately n
wiiting and provide a photocopy of your check for any transfer-out or
refund. In addition, any reattributions should be reported as meme gutrias
on Schedule A of the report covering the period during which the
authorization for the reattribution is received, Any transfers-out or refinds
should be disclosed on Schedule B suppoting Line 22 or 28 of the report
duting which the transaction was made,

Although the Commission mmay take further legal action regarding the
sccepionee of an excessive conirbufion(s), prompt action by your
comrittee to sock reatinbution, tranafer-out or refund the excessive amount
will be taken 1nte consideration.

-The totals listed on Limes §1(a)(iii), Yi¢ch, R1{d), 12, 21(a)ay, 2R (ax),
21y, 21{c), 28(a), 28(dy, and 31, Colwmn B of the Detatbed Summary
Pagels) appesr to be incortect  Plense be advised that you should add the
"Calendar Year-to-Date" total from your previous report to the tuirent
"Total This Period” fgure from Colomn A to derive the comect Colemn B
totals. Please atnend your report and any subsequent repovis that may be
affected by this correction.

-Your teport discloses receipis totaling $40,000 from “ASD(/Dallars for
Democrats™, which is a joint fundraiging commuttesfss affihated with your
committee. Please be adviged that @ memo Schedule A must be provided o
htemize your committee’s share of the gross contributions recesved through
the juint fundraiser{g). The memo schedule should itemize each individual
who has contributed an aggresate in excess of 5200 during the calendae

year, and provide the amount of umitemized comributions received. o
addition, the mema schedule should itemize vour commities's share of all
contributions from political committees, regardless of amount.  Please
amend your report by providing the omitted memo scheduie(s). 11 CFR
F102.1HcHBHINB)
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-Bchedule A sapporting Line 15 discloses s refund of a disbursement made
to “Greer, Margolis, ditchell, &Bwns.” However, it appears that this
dichursement was ot previously reported by youwr committee. Please
amend the approprate report(s) and disclose the original date of the
disbursement on Schedule B or H4 supporting Line(s) 21{b} ot 21{a) of the
Detailed Semmary Page.

-Commission  Regolations  require that a  commuttes  disclose  the
identificadon of afl individuals who comribuie in excess of F200 in »
calendar year. (1) CFiR §104.3(a{4)i)) Identification {or an individual 15
defined as the full name, mailing address ocempation and mame of
emyployer. {11 CFR §i00.12) Your report discloses conftributions from
individusls for which the identification s not complete.

You must provide the nussing informaton, or if you are unable to do s,
you st demonsttate that “best efforts™ have been used to obtain the
information. T esteklish “best efforts,” you must provide the Commission

with a detailed descrption of your procedurss for requesting the
inforoation, Establishing “best efforts™ 15 a three-{old process,

Firat, your original golicitation must melude a clear and eonspicuous request
for the contributor information and must inform the comtributor of the
requiraments of federal law for the reporting of such wformation. {11 CFR
§104.7(h)( 1)

Secand, if the information 15 not provided, you must make one follow-up,
stan:l almte effort to ubt&in this infnnnatiun, regardiess of "-"-'h{‘ﬂ'iﬂl' the

d aYs aftt:r receipt of the contribution and may be @ the form of a “ntte.n
request or an oral tequest documented in writing. (11 CFR § 4, b 2)]
The request must.

v clearly esk for the missing information, withowt seliciting a contnibution;

o inform the contributor of the reguircments of federal law for the
reporiing of suvh information, and

v if the request is writien, melude a pre-addressed post card or e
envelope.

Third, if you receive coniributor informalion after the contribution(s) has
been reported, vou shall either a) file with your next regularly scheduled
teport, an amended memo Schedule A listing all the contributions for which
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additional information was received; or by file on or before your nmext
reguiarly schaduled raporting date, amendments to the report(s) origimally
disclosing the contribution(s}. {11 CFR §14.7(bMW4)

Please provide the mussing infortnation or a detailed descripton of your
procedures for requesting the information.  For more mformation on
demonstrating “best efforts,” please refer o the Campaign Guide.

-Schedule B supporting Line 29 (pertinent portion{s) attched) discloses
$11,468 in dishursements to “Peoples First Community Bank™ for “33/67
Account™. You are advised that 1§ CFR §1{2.3 prohilite a non-federal
account from financing activity in cormection with federal elections. Please
provide clarifving information regarding these transactions including the
date(s) when the original activity wes conducted by the non-federa) account.
in addition, if any of the disbursements disclosed were made to influence
the election or defeat of gpecific federal candidates, the disbursements
chould be allocated sccordingly and disclosed as  either m-kind
conthiibutions oo Schedule B supporting Line 23, independant expenditures
on Schedule E suppoviing Line 24, or gs coordinated expenditures on
Schedule F supporting Line 25, 11 CFR 8104 3{(b){3} and 106.1

Although the Commission may initiate legal action regarding the activities
conducied by your non-federal account, any claifymg information that you
can provide will be taken into consideration.

-Schedule B supporting Lime 29 {periinent portion{s} attached) discloses
$4,250 in fransfers to what appears to be a non-federal aceount of your
committee, Pleass provide further clarification regarding this wansfer to
your non-foderal account, as there does wat appear to be » TEceipt on
Schedule A dated 821402 to suppord this disbursement to your non-federal
ACcout,

You are advised that 13 CFR §102.5 prohibits a noa-federal account from
filmancing sctivity in copnecton with federal elections. I any of the
dishursements disclosed on Schedule B supporting Lne 29 were made to
mfvence the election or defear of specific federa! cendidates, the
dighureements should be allovated accordingly and disclosed as esther
m-kind comtributions oo Schedule B supporfing Line 43, independem
expenditires on Schedule E supponting Line 24, or as coordinated
expenditures on Schedule F supporting Line 25, 11 CFR §4104.3(b)(3) end
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1051  In additton, if your non-federal account has paid any expenditures
wivch should have been :rllocated, vow zre advised .10 comect any
non-complisnes with 11 CFR §104.5 and 106.6 4nd establish pmmdurm 1)
insure ﬁmi:e cnmplmnce wﬂh allﬂcanﬂn rfgu]a’nnns

-Your EVENT YEAR TOWDATE caiculat-nﬂs for “Administrative/Voter

Drve are incomrect. EVENT YEAR-TQ-DATE totals for administrative
and voter dive costs are derfved by aggregetng all disbmsements dunng
the calendar vear for the whole AdminismativeVoter Drive catogory.
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totats for fundraising, direct cardidate support,
and exempt activities are derived by aggregating all disbursements durng
the catendar vear within a specific evem. These should he calculated by
adding the latest disbucscment for a category dr event b the previous
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE total for that category or event. This romiing
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE total should be disclosed after each
disbursement it Hsted. Please amend voor report by providing the correct
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE towals.

Memized dishursements must include a brief staternent or description of
why the disbursements wers made. Please amend Schedule{s) H4 of your
repont to clarify the following deseription(s): “A/Y,” “DEC Deveiopment,”
and *Expenses™. For {inher gnidance regarding acceptable purposes of
disbursernents, please refer 1o 11 CFR §104.3(b)(3).

-Schedule H4 of your seport discloses an apperent confribution to the
“Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee™ and several local party
commitices. Please be advised thal conmriburions fo federal cormuiitees
andior pon-federal committeesforganizations do not qualify as shared
expenses 1o be allocated between your federal and von-federal accounts.
Contributivns to federz! commiitees should be disclosed on a Schedule B
supporting Line 23 of the Detailed Summary Page and comribotions to
non-federsl eommitteas/organizations on a seperate Schedule B suppormiog
Line 20, Any reimbursewicnt from your comuittee’s non-federal account
for amv portion of this contibution{s} = not permissible. i1 CFR

§102.5¢a) 1 4i)

The Commission recomumends that you imumediaiely transfer the funds
received by your federal account, as teimborsement for the non-federal
portion, back to your pon-federal account. Although the Comission may
take farther lepel action conceming this prohibited activity, vour prompt
action will be taken into congideratinn.
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“Scheduie H4 of your report discloses several pavmentis} which are
categorized as su Admimstrative/Voter Drive expenses; however, iho
purpose of dishursement disclosed are “Fmal charges for 11" "Lodging-J1."
“Meals-J1," “Plagues-i),” “Refind-11 Ticket,” “Refund 17 Ti,™ and
“Travel-1F”. Piease he advised that pavments made for your committee’s
fundraising activities must be allocated according to the finds recesved
raethod and the ratio reflected on Schedule H2, Please nmend your repott
to correctly disclose these activities or provide clarification regarding this
apparent digetepancy.

JPlease be advised thal Schedute H2 18 used for shared foderal and non-

federal fundraising, exempt, and direct candidate sumport activity., The ratio
for admibnistrative expenses is derived from the Schedule H1 and should
aot be included on your Schedule H2, Please amend your repert to clarify

this discrepancy.

A respopse or smendmznt to your origmsal ieport(s) correcting the above
probiemis) shonld be filed with the Federal Election Commission within fifteen {15} days

EEEEmEE- LLITT I,

number is {282) 624-1130.
Bincerely,

Eif 2 Peppen

Erik W, Koeppen
Campaien Finance Analyst
288 Reports Anatysis Division
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