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Committee Name Cooperative of American Physicians-Mutual Protection Trust (CAP-MPT) Federal PAC 

Committee ID: C00161604 

 

This filing is in response to the March 9, 2007 Commission letter to the 

committee regarding its 24-hour independent expenditure notice filed in 

connection with the 2006 general election. 

 

INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE TO SUPPORT JAMES TALENT 

 

On Saturday, October 28, 2006 the committee commenced a 5-day program 

of radio advertisements to support the re-election of Senator James Talent  

in Missouri. 

 

On the same day, I attempted to use the FEC website to e-file FEC 24,  

the 24-hour independent expenditure notice.  The filing would not validate. 

I double checked the information I had entered and still the filing would not 

validate and was rejected by the FEC electronic filing system.  The FEC was 

not open on Saturday nor was anyone available at the FEC Technical 

Assistance Office and its contractor, NIC, to assist me.   I could not figure  

out why the report would not validate. 

 

The FEC e-filing error message screen said that the candidate ID was wrong. 

In the field on the e-form that requests the candidate's identification number, 

I had entered the James Talent candidate number found on the FEC website,  

which was S2MO00353. As I subsequently learned, that candidate  

identification number field on the form should have been left blank. 

 

In my frustration on Saturday October 28 and knowing that the committee 

needed to file within 24 hours, I did the next-best thing and prepared a  

Miscellaneous Filing with the FEC, Form 99.  That Miscellaneous Filing stated that I  

was unable to validate the filing I tried to make using the FEC's 24-hour 

website tool, but was reporting all of the required information about the  

independent expenditure to the FEC.  That report was filed on Saturday,  

October 28, 2006 and was a matter of public record that day. 

 

On Tuesday October 31, 2006 I telephoned the committee's FEC Reports 

Analyst and explained what had happened.  I asked if the Miscellaneous  

Filing was sufficient and my recollection of our conversation was that it was 

not.  I told her that FEC File said the Candidate ID was wrong.  I then  

specifically confirmed the Talent candidate ID number with her.  I told her  

that I had used that number and the filing would not validate; I asked if she 

knew why.  She said that she did not and suggested that I call the FEC  

electronic filing technical assistance office. 

 

I contacted the FEC Electronic Filing Office.  I spent an hour and twenty 

minutes on the phone with a technician.  I do not recall her name nor do I  

have her name in my files. I recall the technician and I both had the  

FEC 24 on our screen and each of us input all of the information, including  

the candidate's ID number.  The filing would not validate for either one of us. 
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and we were still unable to validate the FEC 24 filing. 

 

On Tuesday, October 31, 2006, I contacted our own FEC disclosure  

software vendor, Sheryl White of Statecraft, Inc. in San Diego, California.   

I explained the problem to her.  She asked that I e-mail her a zip file of the  

CAP-MPT Federal PAC data and she would look at it.  In about an hour,  

she called back to say that she had e-filed the Talent 24 hour notice with  

the FEC.  I asked how she was able to make the filing when I could not,  

the FEC Reports Analyst could not and the FEC Electronic Filing Office  

could not.  She told me that she had dropped the candidate's FEC 

identification number from that field on the form and the report validated,  

uploaded and was accepted by the FEC electronic filing system. 

 

As I subsequently learned, that candidate identification number field on the 

FEC Independent expenditure Form 24 should have been left blank.   

In retrospect, if the error message on the FEC 24 form said that the  

candidate's committee ID number was NOT necessary or instructed the 

filer to say "leave the field blank", I would have been able to file the FEC 24 

in a timely fashion.  Instead the candidate ID number field error message,  

simply said that I had input the wrong ID number.  I was led to believe that  

something needed to go in that field on the form.  It turned out nothing was  

required in that field. 

 

Not only was there no intention on my part or the part of CAP-MPT Federal  

PAC to file this 24 hour notice late, I did everything a reasonable person  

could do to get the information filed in a timely manner.   If you have any  

additional questions, please contact me. 

 

Thank you. 

Kirk Alan Pessner 

Treasurer 

Cooperative of American Physicians-Mutual Protection Trust (CAP-MPT) Federal PAC 

 

 


