FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-2
WabkHINGTON. D.C. JdBR3

Jobn Camp, Treasurer

South Carolina Republican Party
1508 Lady Street

Columbia, SC 29201 MAR 3| 195H

LE

Identfication Number: CO0034033

Reference: Amended 30 Day Post-General Report (10/15/98-11/23/98), dated
1/15/99

Dear Mr. Camp:

This letter is prompied by the Commission's preliminary review of the report(s)
referenced above, The review raised questions concerning certain infermation contained
in the report(s). An itemization follows:

-Your caleulations for Line 31, Column A appear to be ingomrect. FREC
catculations disclose this amount(s) to be $345,343.85. Please provide the
correctzd votl{=) on the Detailed Summary Fage.

-Schedule A of your Teport discloses a contribution(s) from an organization
which is noi a political committee registered with the Commission
(pertinent portion(s} attached). In addition, the contribution appears to
exceed the limits set forth in the Act. 2 U.S.C. §441a(fy precludes a
political committee from receiving contributions from & person or smother
committee in excess of 55,000 in & calendar vear. Alse, in order to make
contributions to your committee, ofganizations which are oot political
committees mmst either: 1) establish & separate account which contains
only those funds permitted under the Act, or 2) demonstrate throngh &
reasonable aceommting method that the organization has received sufficient
funds subject to the limitations and prohibitions in order to make the
sontrimmien. 11 CFR §102.5(k)

If your committee does not finance non-federal activity, the receipt of the
teferenced contribution(s) may violate the lismitations and prohibitions of 2
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U.5.C. §§d41a{f) and 441b. If vour committes engages in both federal and
non-federal activity, either through a separate non-federal account, or one
account that finances mctivity 1 comnection with both federal and
non-federal elections, yopur committee may be iIn viclstion of 11 CFR
§102.5(a).

In. order to be in compliance with the Act, your commiitee must: 1) refund
to the donor, or transfar-out te a non-federal account, the amount in excess
of $5,000 and 2) determine the extent to which your committee received
funds that are not permissible, and refund or transfer-out the prohibited
funds.

If you choose to transfer the funds to an account mot used so influence
federal elections, the Commission advises that you inform the contributor in
writing and provide the contributor with the option of receiving a refund.
You may wish to seek a written authorization (either before or after the
transfer-out) from the doner for any transfer-out to protect the doner's
interests.

Plesse inform the Commission of your porrective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for the transfer-out or
refund. Should you choose to transfer-out or refund the funds, the
Commission will presume the funds were impermissible, absent a statement
from your committee to the contrary. Transfers-out and refunds should be
disclosed on a Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 28 of the report covering
the peried during which they are made.

Although the Commission may take further lepal action concerning the
acceptance of prohibited and excessive contribution(s], your prompt refund
or trzmsfer-out will be ken mto ¢onsideration.

Schedule A of your report (pertinent portion(s) attached) discloses a
contribution(s) from an crgenization(s) which is not a political committes
registered with the Commission. In order for your committee to accept
contributions from wmregistered organizations into accounts used to
influence federal clections, your committes should take steps to insure that
the contributor(s) used permissible funds to make the contribution(s) to
avoid violating 2 U.8.C. §§441a(f) and 441b or 11 CFR §102.5(h). Under
11 CFR §102 %(b), organizations which are not political committees nnder
the Act smd choose to contribute to federal committees must either: 1)
establish a separate account which contains oniy those funds permatted
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under the Act, or 2) demonsirate through a reasonable accounting method
that the orgamization has received sufficient funds subject to the imitations
and prohibitions in order to make the contribution.

If the contribution(s) in question was incompletely or incorrectly disclosed,
you ghounld amend your original report with clarifying information. In
gddition, please clarify whether the contribution(s) received fiom the
referenced organization(s) is permissible.  To the extent that your
committee has received impermissible funds, the Commission recornmends
that you transfer the impermissible funds to an account not used to
influence federal elections or refund the impermissible amoumt{s) to the
donor(s) in accordance with 18 CFR §103.3(b) In order to protect the
donar's interests, the Commission recommends that you mform the
contributor(s) in writing $o provide the donor(s) with the option of receiving
a refund or granting written anthorization for a transfer to another account.

Please inform the Commission of your corrective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for the wansfer-out or
refund. Should you choose to transfer-out or refund the confribution(s), the
Commission will presume the funds were impermissible if no statement
from your committeg provides information to the contrary. Transfers-cut
and refunds shounld be disclosed on a Schednle B supperting Line 22 or 28
of the report covering the peried during which the transaction was made.

Although the Commission may take further legal action concerming the
acceptance of prohibited contributions, prompt action by your commmittes in
transferring-out or refunding the amounts will be taken into consideration,

Please clarify all expenditures made for Telemarketing, Issue
Advertisernent and Radio Advertisement on Schedule H4. If a portion or all
of these expenditures were made on behalf of specifically identified federal
sandidates, this amount should be disclosed on Schedule B or F supporting
Line 73 or 25 and include the amownt, name, address and office sought by
each candidate. 11 CFR. §§104.2(b) and 106.1

-A review of the reports filed by your committes (pestinent portion{s)
attached) indicates that your committec received a transfer(s) from the
National Republican Senatorial Committee which has not been disclosed on
their report(s) of receipts and disbursements. Flease provide clanfying
information regarding the sowrce of the tramsfer(s) received by your
committee.
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-¥ ou must attempt to obtain the full name, mailing addrass, occupanon and
pame of emplover for all individuals who contribute more than $200 in a
calendar year. Pleazse amend your report to include the omitted
information.

A committee may establish "best efforts" by prowviding the Commission
with a description of its procedures for requesting the information. Tt is
also in the best interests of the committee to provide & copy of its
solicitation. In order to establish “best efforts™, the committee must
demonstrate that it makes at least one request for the information after the
contribution is received. This one request must be made for any solicited or
unsolicited contribution that, in the apprepate, exceeds the §200 threshold
and lacks the necessary mformation,

Each solicitabon muost include a clear and conspicucus request for the

. information. If & committee receives a contribution that, in the aggregate,
exceeds the $200 threshold but lacks comiributor irformation, the
committee must, within 30 days, make a wrtten or oral request for the
information. Please note that s wiittsth request may not in¢lude an
additienal solicitatton or material on any other subject, other than thanking
the contributor for the domation, snd must include 2 pre-addressed rehmm
post card or envelope for the ceninhutor’s response.  An orat request must
be documented in writing. Committees must also disclose mformation that
was not provided by the confributor, but is available in any of the
committes’s records for that current election cycle,

If 3 committee receives contributor information after the contributions have
been reported, the committee shall either a} file with its next regularly
schedoled report, an amended memo Schedule A lising all the
contibutions for which additional information was received; or b) fle on o1
hefore its next regulmly schedujed veporting date, amendments o the
repart(z) originally disclosing the contribation(g). (11 CFR §104.3(2}(4)1)
and 11 CFR § 104.7)

~Your report disclosed a category of financial activity that has been
reflected on the wrong line of the Detailed Summary Page. Contributions
from Other Political Committees shouvld be properly disciosed on a separate
Schedalz A, supporting Line 11{c) of the Detailed Summary Page. Ficase
refer to the instrectons contained on the fortns to determine the proper
categorization when preparing your next filing,
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2 UJS.C. §434DbX3) requires itemization of contributions from mdividuals
and persons other than political committees, where the aggregate total from
the coptributor exgeeds $200 m a calendar year. In eddition, 11 CFR
£104.3(a}(2)({)(B) reguires a committee to report the total emount of
uniternized comtributions (see Lime 11{aXii) of the Detmled Summary
Page). If a committee wishes to disclose contnbutions regardless of the
amount contributed, the comumittce mnst separate (on separate receipt
schedules) those contnibuters requiring itemization from those who are not
required to be itemized. 11 CFR §104.3(2)(4)(1) For future filings, please
subimit your reports in this erder.

A written response or an amendment to your original report(s} correcting the above
problem(s) shounld be filed with the Federal Election Commission within fifteen (15} days
of the date of this letter. If you need assistance, please feel free to contact me on our
toll-free number, (200) 424-9530, My local number is (202} 694-1130.

Sincerely,

i

Scott A. Francis
REeporis Analyst
268 Reports Analysis Division
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