FEQERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-2

WASHINCTOM, O, 2043

Tack . Hunter, Treasurer

(Ohio Republican State Central .
Executive Comnittes ooT T ees

211 5. Fifth Strcet

Columbus, OH 43215

Identification Number: CO0162339
Reference: July Quarterly Report (4/1/08-6/30/98)
Dear Mr, Funter:

This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the report(s)
referenced above. The review raised questions concemning certain information contamed
in the report(s). An itemization follows:

“Schedule B of your report (pertinent portion(s) atiached} discloses a
comtribution(s) which appears 10 exceed the limits set forth in the Act. 2
U.5.C. §44la(z} preciudes a multicandidate committes and its affiliates
from making a contribution to a candidate for federal office in excess of
$5,000 per election.

Ifthe contribution{s) i guestion was incompletely or incorrectly disclosed,
you should smend your ariginal repert with clarifying information. If you
have imade an excessive contribution, yon should netify the recipient and
request & refund of the amount in excess of £5,000 andfor notify the
recipient in writing of your redesignation of the contribution. In the besi
imterest of your committee, a1l refunds and redesipnations should be made
within sixty days of the treasurer's receipt of the eontribution(s).

Please inform the Commission of your vorrective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of the refund request sent to the recipient
cornmintee(s). in addition, any refunds should be disclosed on Schedule A
supporting Line 16 of the report covering the period during which they are
received. Any redesignations should be disclosed as memo entries on
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Schedule B supporting Line 23 of the report covering the peried during
which the redesignation is made. 11 CFR §110.1(k)

Although the Commission may teke further legal action segarding the
excesaive contribution(s), your prompt action in obtzining a refund and/or
redesignating the contributionfs) will be taken into consideration.

-Schedule B supporting Line 23 of your report discloses a contribution(s) to
a candidate(s) for the New Mexico Primary Election. however, the funds
were disbursed afler the election dates) (pertinent portion(s} attached).
Please note that contributions may not be desipnated for an election which
has glready ocowted vniess the funds are to be used to reduce a candidate
commitiee's debts incurred during that election campaign. Please clarify the
conitibution(s) and disclose any redesignations or refunds as necessary on
the appropriate schedules.

vou have made disbursements for T-shirts which vou have characterized
as exempt activities. In order for an activity to be classified as exempt, it
must meet the following conditions: (1) For slate cards and sample ballots:
Ht pramtes at least three candidates ruming for election to any public office, it
iz not Jdigtribited throu } itical advertising {includin dcast
meiia newspapers, magazings, gnd billboards), the content is limited to the
identification of each candidate, the office or position currently held, the
office soupht and party affiliation, and the casts allocable to faderal
candidates are paid with permissible funds; (2) For campaign materials: the
activity is conducted on behalf of the party’s nominess in the general
election, the materials are distibuted by veolupteers--not throggh public
political adverticing, the party committee does not use materials purchased
by the national party committee OT mMoney transferred from the national
commmitiee to purchase materials, the party commitiee do¢s not use funds
designated for a particular federal candidate, a payment from a non-federal
campaign to help pay for the materjals does not exceed 1ts allocated share of
the cxpenses, ang the costs allocable to federal candidates are paid with
permissible funds; (3) For votgr drives: the activity is op behalf of the
party’s Presidential and Vice Presidential nominces, the activity does not
involve the use of public political advertising such as television, mdio,
newspapers, magazines, billboards or direct mail, phone banks gre operated
by volunteers (although paid professionals may design the system, develop

calling instructions and train supervisors), the party committee does not wse
funds transferred by the national party committee for voter drive activities,
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the party committee does not use funds designatad for 4 particular federal
candidate, and the cost allocable to federal candidates are paid with
permissible funds.

If the activity disclosed on your report does not meet the definition of
“exempt” activity as described above, and if any portion of the expenditures
were made on behalf of specifically identified candidates, this amount must
be disclosed on Schedule B or F supporting Line 23 or 25 of the Detailed
Summary Page as appropriate. Please provide the Commission with & more
detailed explanation of these actvities.

“Your report disclosed a category of financial activity that has been
reflecied on the wrong line of the Detailed Summary Fage. Exempt
activities shonld be properly disclosed on 8 sepamate Schedule B or H4,
supporting Line 21(a} or 2i{b} of the Detailed Summary Page. Please refer
to the instructions contained on the forms to determing the proper
categorization when preparing yout next filing.

_Schedule D of your report discloses credits for debts owed to AT&T and
Stephen Insurance Group. Please provide forther clarification regarding
these credits.

-Schedule B supporting Line 21{g) or 21{b) (pertinent portion(s) attached)
dizscloses 9,200 in dishursements to Ohio Republican Party State Account
{or administrative expenses, You are advised that 11 CFR §102.5 prohibits
a non-federal account fiom financing activity in connection with federal
elections. Please provide clarifying information regarding these
transactions inchuding the date(s) when the eriginal activity was comducted
by the non-federal account. In addition, if any of the disbursements
disclosed on Scheduie B supporting Line 21(b) were made to infiuence the
election or defeat of speeific federal candidates, the disbursements should
be allocated accordingly snd disclosed as either in-kind contributions on
Schedule B sapporting Line 23, or as coordinated expenditures on Schedule
F supporting Line 25. 11 OFR 4 104.3(b)(3) and 106.1

Although the Commission may initiate lepal action regarding the activitics
conducted by your non-federal account, any ¢larifying information that you
can provide will be taken into consideration.

A written response or an amendment to your original repori(s) correcting the above
problem(s) should be filed with the Federal Election Commission within ieen (13) days
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of the date of this letter. If you need assistance, please fee] free 1o contact me on our
toll-free number, (800) 424-9530. My local number is (202} 694-1130.

Sincerely, |

%//?f/ l _
Lucy 1. Denny

Reports Analyst
275 Reports Analysis Division
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