FEGERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-2

WALHINCTON, DC 21463

Geotge Platt, Treasuter
Dremmoctatic Executive Committee

of Florida
517 N. Calhoun Street, Box 1758
Tellahassee, FL 32302 - wr o b 20
Identification Number: CO0005361
Reference: Dctober Quarterly Répr:n‘t {7/1/00-9/30/00}
Diear Mr. Platt:

This tetter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the repork(s)
referenced above. The review raised questions concerning certain information contained
ins the report(s). An temization follows:

-Line 21(h} of the Detailed Suramary Page of your repart discloses a total of
$0 in other federal operating expenditures. The sum of the entries itemized
on Schedule B, however, indicates the total to be F8,976.33. Fleaze note,
transfers to your non-federal account for its share of offsets to operating
expenses should be itemized as positive cnlries. Please amend your report
to clarify this discrepancy. '

_The totals listed on Lines 6(c), 7, 11{a)fi), 11(a)ii), 11(c), 12, 15, 17, 18,
F1{@)(i), 21{a)(ii), 21(h), and 2&(a), Column B of the Summary arid Detailed
Summary Fape(s) appear 10 be incorrect. Pleass be advised that you should
add the "Calendar Year-to-Date” total from your previous report te the
current "Total This Peried” figure from Column A to derive the cotrect
Column B totals. Please amend your report and any subsequent reports that
may be affected by this cotrection.

-The beginning cash balance of this report should equal the ending balanee
of your Amended July Quarterly Report, dated 11/10/00. Pleasc clarify this
discrepancy and amend any sibsequent report(s) that may be affected by
this cormectiotl.
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-Line 6{a) of the Summary Page represents the total cash-on-hand as of
Januaty 1, 2000, This figure should be the same on all the rcports Covenng
the calendar year. Please amend your report to clarify the change made in
Line &{a).

_Schedule & of your report discloses receipts totaling $62,500 from Florida
Women Vote 2000, which is a joint fundraising committes affiliated with
your committee. The sum of the entries temized on the memao Schedule A,
however, total $43,610,50.

Please be advised a memo Schedule A must be provided to itemize your
commitice’s share of the grosé contributions received through the joint
fundraiser. The memo schedule should itemize cach individual who has
contributed an agpregate in excess of $200 during the calendar year, and
provide the amount of the unitemized contributions received. In addition,
the memo schedule should itemize your committee’s share of all
contributions from political cornumittees, regardless of the amount, 11 CFR
$102.17(cH{INB). Please clarify this discrepancy.

“Your report discloses Memo Schedule A’s totaling $60,014.32 from the
State Party Democratic Vietory Fund. However, there are no corresponding
wensfers-in from this committes disclosed on Schedule A supporting Line
12 of the Deiailed Summary Page. Please clarify this apparent discrepancy.

Schedules HZ and H4 disclose 100% federal activity, Please be advised
that by definition, this activity does not qualify as a shared expense to be
alloeated between your federal and non-federal accounis. This activity
should be ftemized on a Schedule B for Line 21¢h) of the Deetailed Summaty
Page. Any reimburzement from your committec's non-federal aceount for
any portien of this activity is not permissible and must be returned. Please
amend your report to clarify this diserepancy.

-Acheduie H4 of your report dizcloses a disbursentent(s) to Escambia
County DEC. Please be advised that contibutions to federal and
non-federal committees do not qualify as shared expenses to be allocated
berween your federal and non-federal accounts. Contributions to federal
comumittees should be disclosed on a Schedule B supporting Line 23 of the
Detailed Summary Page gnd contributions to non-Tederal committees on &
separaie Schedule B supporting Line 29, Any reimbursement frot your
committes's non-federal account for any portion of this coniribution(s) 18
fiot permissible. 11 CFR §102.5(2)(13(1)
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The Comumission tecommends that you immediately transfer the funds
received by your federsl account, as reimbursement for the non-federal
portion, back to your non-federal account.  Although the Commission may
tuke forther logal action conceriiing this prohibited activity, your promipt
action will be taken into consideration.

Line 18 of the Detailed Summary Page of your report discloses a total of
§5 534,700 in transfers from nonfederal aceount for joint activity. The =sum
of the entries temized on Schedula H3, however, indicates the total to be
§5.534,890. Please amend your report to clarify the discrepancy.

_liermized disbursements must include a brief statement or description of
why the disbursements were made. Flease amend Schedule{s) H4 of your
report to clarify the following description(s): consulting fees and
professional fees. For further guidance tegarding acceptable purposes of
disbursements, please refer to 11 CFR §104.3(h)3}.

_Please ¢larify #]] expenditures for “voier remistragon” and
"got-out-the-vate”.  In additién, if any of the veter repistration o
get-gut-the-vote activities referenced House or Senate candidates, they
chould be allocated accordingly, unless merely incidental to the overall
activity. If a portion or all of these expendifures were made on behalf of
federn! candidates, they should be 1eported on Schedules B, E or F for Lines
23, 24 or 25 of the Detailed Summary Page, as appropriate.

-Schedule A supportng Ling :llﬂh} discloses a transfer{s)}in from the
Democratic Congressional Campaign Comrmittee, the Democratic National
Committee, and the Democratic' Senatorial Campaign Comemittee. Sohedule
H4 supporting Line 21{a) reflects payments for ¢xempt activities. Please be
advised that & state or local party commmittee may pay for campaign
materials {such as bumper stickers) that are distributed by volunteers in
connection with ctivity on behalf of the party’s nominees in a general
election. Payments for this type of activity are excmpt from the definition
of @ contribution or expenditure if certain conditions are met. The
conditions are that no public advertising may be used, including distribunion
by direct mail {mailings by & commercial vendor or from cormercial lists);
all funds used for the aetivity must be permitted under the Act; none of the
funds used may have been designated for a particular candidate, and finally,
payments for the activity may not be made from transfers-in from the
national committes to specifically fund the activity. For further guidance,
please refer to 11 CFR §100.7(b)(13) and (i7) and to the Campaign Guide
for Party Commitiees. :
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Pleass clarify the nature of the transfer(s)-in and subsequent payments for
the aforementioned disbursement(s). If the activity disclosed on your teport
does not meet the definition of “exempt™ activity as described above and if
any portion of the expenditures were made on behalf of specifically
identified candidates, that amount must be disclosed on Schedule B or F
supporting Line 23 or 25 of the Detailed Summary Page as appropriate

“You have made dishursements for Direct Mail and Media which you have
characterized as exemmpt activities. [n order for an activity to be classified
as exempt, it must meet the following conditions: (1) For slate cards and
sample ballots: it names at least three candidates running for election to any
public office, it is not distributed through public political advestising
{including broadcagt media, newspapers, magazines, and hillboacds), the
content 15 limited to the identification of each candidate, the office ot
position currently held, the office sought and party affillation, and the costs
allocable to federal candidates are puid with permissible funds; (2) For
campaign materials: the activity is conducted on behalf of the party’s
nominees in the general election, the materials are distributed by voluntesrs-
-not through public political advertising, the party committes does not use
materials puschased by the national party committes or money transferred
from the national committee to purchase materials, the party committee
does not use funds designated for a particular federal candidate, a payment
from & non-federal campaign to help pay for the materials does not exceed
its allocated share of the expenses, and the costs allocable o federal
candidates are paid with permissible funds; (3) For voter drives: the
activity is on behalf of the party’s Presidential and Vice Presidential
nominess, the activity doss mot involve the use of public political
advertising such as television, radio, newspapers, magazines, billboards ot
direct mail, phone banke ard operated by volunteers {although paid
professionals may design the system, develop calling instructions and train
supervisors), the party commties doss not use fimds transferred by the
national party commitiee for voter drive activities, the party committes does
not use funds designated for a particular federal candidate, and the cost
allocsble to federal candidates are paid with permissible funds.

If the activity disclosed on your report doss not meet the defimtion of
“exempt” activity as described abave, and if any portion of the expenditures
were made on behalf of specifically identified candidates, this amount must
be disclosed on Schedule B or F supperting Line 23 or 25 of the Detailed
Suramary Page as appropriate. Please provide the Commisgion with a mnore
detailed explanation of these activities,
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-Please clarify all expenditures made for Media on Schedule(s) H4. [f a
portion or all of these expenditures were made on behalf of specifically
identified federal candidates, this amount should be disclosed on Schedules
P, E or F supporting Lines 23, 24 or 25 and include the amount, name,
address and vffice sought by each candidate, 11 CFR §§104.3(b) aud 106.1

_Schedula H? indicates the allocation rativs for Absentee Ballot Initiative
#1 gnd Absemes Ballat Initiative #2 were revised during the reporting
period. Please provide the date’ of the fundraising programs o events. In
the caze of o telermarketing or direct mail cempaign, the “dare” is the last
day of the telemarketing campaign, or the day on which the final direct mail
solicitations are mailed. 11 CFR §106.5(f)(2) In the event that an
excessive non-federal transfer was received, the excessive amount should
be transferred back t¢ your non-federal aceount.

_On Schedule H3 supporting Line 18 of the Detailed Summary Page, you
have not identified the event(s) for which transfers were received. Flease
amend your report to include this missing information. 11 CFR 5104.10

.Schedule H? of your report indicates that your committee participated in
Voter Registration (A014), Administrative Expense (A009), DNC List Test
(A011), 1J98 (AODE), Legislative Appreciation Parly 1999 [AG18),
Convention (AU19), 1199 {A020), J12000 (AD21), and LAP 2000 (A022)
activities or events during the -reporting petiod.  Howewer, there are no
corresponding disbursements reflected on your Schedule H4. Note that yon
need not include activities on Schedule H2 if there ar¢ no cerresponding
payments made for the activity during the teporting peried. If any
disbursements were incorrectly reported, you should file an amended
Schedule Ha with the correct umique identifying eode or title, or provida
clarifying information regarding the activities on Schedule H2.

-On Scheduie H2, vou disclose the ratio for AD10D issue Advocacy, AQL2
Ahsentee Ballot initative #1 and A015 Abseniee Ballot Injtiative #2 to be
revised. However, on your previous report(s), the same unique codes A010,
AD12 and AQ1S appear to be different cvents. Please amend your report to
clanfy this discrepancy.

_The coordinated expenditure schedule (Schedule F} should disclose the
following information: identificetion of the authorzing committee, the
payee's name and address, the purpose of the expenditure as well as
identification of the candidate supported, the date and amount of the
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payment and the aggregate general election expenditure total for each
candidate supported. Please amend Schedule F by providing the aggregate
general ¢lection expenditure total for each candidate supporied. 2 US.C.
S441a(d}

_Schednle A of your report (pertinent portion(s) attached) discloses an
apparent contribution{s} from a corperation(g}. 2 U.5.C. §44 1b(a) prohibits
the teceipt of contributons from corporations unless made from a separate
segregated find established by the corporation. Lirnited ligbility companies
(LLC’s) that choose o be treated as corperations under the Internal
Revenue Service rules, or have shares that are traded publicly, are
¢onsidered corporations, Tn the event that the LLC i treated as a
partnership under IRS rules, the aforementioned contribhutions are 1o be
atributed to each member in direct propertion to his or her share of the
LLC's profit or by agreement of its members. Each member who has
contributed in excess of 5200 since January 1, 1999 should be identified by
name, address, amount of contribution, name of employer, accupation and
aggregate total on Schedule A. 11 CFR §110.1(g)(1) through (5).

If the contribution(s) in question was incompletely or incorrectly disclosed,
you should amend your original report with clanfying information.  If you
have received a corporate contribution{s), you must transfer-out the
impernvissible funds to an account not used to influence federal elections or
refund the full amemnt o the donor(s) in eccordance with 11 CFR
8§103.3(b). In the best interest of your committee, all transfers-om and
refunds should be made within thirty days of the treasurer’s receipt of the
impenmissible funds. In order to protect the donor’s interests, the
Commission recommends that you inform the contribuior{s) n wmting to
provide the donor(s) with the option of receiving a refund or granting
written authorization for a transfer to enother account,

Please inform the Commission of your comective action immediately n
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for the transfer-out ot
refond. In addition, any ansfers-out or refunds should be disclosed on
Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 28 of the report covering the peried
during which the transaction was made.

Although the Commisgion mﬁy take further legal action concerning the

acceptance of a prohibited contribution, prompt action by your COmMittse 1o
tranefer-out or refund the amount will be taken into consideration.

“Your report disclosed a category of financial activity that has been
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reflected on the wrong line of the Detailed Summary Page. Transfers irom
affilistedrother party committees should be properly disclosed on a separate
Schedule A, supporting Line 12 of the Detailed Summary Page. Please
refer to the instructions contained on the forms to determine the proper
cateporization when preparing your next filing.

-Be advised that yon have used an incorrect committee identification
number on the Summary Page of your report(s). Please file all future
reports and correspondence using your cottect identification  number,
COM005561, to aveid potential -errors in entering your reporis onto the
public recoard.

-You have previously indicated that your committee has been using "best
efforts” to obtain the occupation and name of employer for each
conmibutor.  However, an increasing rumber of entries lack this
information.  Please amend ‘your teport by supplying the omitied
information or providing an explanation of your efforts in this regard. 11
CFR §4104.3(a){4)1) and 104.7

-Please amend Schedule A suppotting Line 11(e) by providing the full name
for each contribution teceived from a political committes. 11 CFR
E104.3(a}4)(ii) and (in)}(B)

A written response or an amendment to your original report(s) correcting the above
problem{s} should be filed with the Federal Election Comnussion within fifteen {(15) days
of the date of this letter, If you need assistance, please feel free to contact me on our
toll-fres number, (BO0Y 424-9530 (at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the Reports
Analysis Division). My local number is (202) 694-J130.

Sincerely,

Reports Analyat
250 : Reportz Analysis Division
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