FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-2

wAS HIMNG oM. QuC. 340

George Platt, Treasurer
Democtatic Exerative Commritiee

of Florida
517 N. Calhoun Street, Box 1758
Tallahasses, FL 32302
% Jn 5
Identification Number: CO0005 561
Reference: 30 Day Post-General Report (10/19/00-1 1/27/00)
Dear Mr. Platt:

This letter is prompted by the Comumission's prelimnary review of the report(s)
referenced sbove. The review raised questions conceming certain information contained
in the report(s). An itemization follaws:

-Schedule A of your report discloses a transfer(s) from the DINC Services
Carporation/Democratic  MNational ~ Committee (pertinent  portions{s}
attached). A review of reporiz filed by this cornmittee disclosea the source
of the transfer(s) to be the Non-Federal Corporate account of the DNC
Servicez Corporation/Democratic National Commities (pertinem portions(s)
attached), The Non-Federal Carporate account 15 a non-fadera] account of
the DNC Services Corporation/Democratic National Committee.  Any
tranefer(s} received by your commmittee from this entity 1s prohibited by 11
CFR 8102 S{a}1}{i) and must be transferred to your non-Tederal account or
ceturned to the donor. Please inform the Commission of your corrective
action immediately in writing and provide a photocopy of your check for
the transfer-out, In addition, the transfer-out should be disclosed on your
next teport.

Although the Commission may take further legal action regarding the
aceeptance of funds from a non-federal account, your prompt transfer-out of
the impermissible funds or clarification of thesa transachions, will be taken
into consideration.

_Scheduie A of your report discloses a transfer(s) from the Democratic
Congressional Camypaign Commitize - Expenditures (pertinent portions{s)
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attached). A teview of reparts filed by this committee discloses the source
of the transfer(s) to be the Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee - Expenditures Non-Fedsral Account #2 (pertinent portions(s)
attached). The Non-Federal Account #2 is a non-federal accoumt of the
Democtatic Congressional Campaign Committee - Expenditures. Ay
transfar{s) received by your committee from this entity 15 prohibited by 11
CFR §102.5{(a)¢1){i) and must be transferred to your non-federal account or
remumed to the donor. Pleage inform the Comumission of your correetive
action immediately in writing and provide a photocopy of your check for
the tramsfer-out. In addition, the transfer-out should be disclosed on your
next report.

Although the Commission may take further legal action regarding the
acceptance of fimds from a nop-federal account, your prompt transfer-out of
the impermissible funds or clarification of these transactions, will be ken
into consideration.

A review of the reports filed by your commitiee {pertinent portion(s)
attached) indicates that your commiittes received a transfer(s) from the
Democratic Congressional Campaign Comumittes - Expenditures, the DNC
Services Corporation/Democratic National Committee and the Democratic
Senatorial Campaign Committee which has not been disclosed on their
repori(s) of receipts and disbursements. Please provide clanfying
information Tegarding the source of the transfer(s) received by your
commities.

_Schedule A of your report {pertinent portion(s) attached) discloses a
contribution(s) which appears to exceed the limits set forth in the Act. 2
8.0 §4dia(D and 11 CFR §110.1(d) preclude a committce and it
affilistes from receiving contributions from another political committes of
person in excess of $5.000 per calendar yesr.

if the comtribution(=) in question was incompletely ot incorrectly disclosed,
you should amend your original report with the clarifying information. I
the contribution{s) yeu received exceeded the limits, vou mmst seck
reattribution of the contribution pursuant to 11 CFR $110.1¢k)}, transfer-out
the amount in excess of $35,000 to an account not used to influence federal
elecrions or refind the excessive amount to the donor{g) in accordance with
11 CFR §103.3(b). [n the best interest of your committee, all reattrihufions,
wransfers-out, and refinds should be made within gsixty days of the
treasurer’s receipt of the contribution{s). In order to protect the donor's
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interests, the Commission tecommends that you inform the contributor{s) in
writing to provids the doner(s) with the option of granting written
authorization for a reattribution of transfer-out to another account or
receiving a refind.

Please inform the Commission of your corrective action immnediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for the transfer-cut o1
refund. In addition, any reatmributions should be reported as memo 2niries
on Schedule A of the report covering the period during which the
authorization for the reattribution is received. Any transfers-out or refunds
ghould be disclosed on Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 28 of the report
during which the transaction was made.

Alithough the Commission may take further lepal action regarding the
gcceptance of &1 ex¢essive contribution(s), prompt action by your
cammities to seek reatribution, transfer-out or refund the excessive ameunt
will be taken into consideration,

-Schedule A of your report discloses a contribution(s) from an organization
which is not a political commitiee registered with the Commission
(pertinent portion{s} attached). In addition, the contribution appears to
exceed the limits set forth in the Act. 2 U.S.C §441a(f} precludes a
political committes from receiviag contributions from a person or another
comumittes in excess of $5,000 in a calendar year. Also, in order to make
contributions to your commiviee, organizations which are not political
committees must either: 1} establish a separate account which contains only
those funds permitted under the Act, or 2y demonstrate through a Teasonable
accounting method that the organization has received sufficient funds
subject to the limitations and prohibitions i order to make the contribution,
11 CFR §102.5(b)

If your committee does not fingnce non-federal activity, the reeeipt of the
referenced contribution(s) may violate the limitasions and prohibitions of 2
U.8.C. §§441a(f) and 441b. If your committes engages in both federal and
non-federal activity, either through 2 separste non-federal aceount, or one
account thet Onances aetivity in connmection with hoth federa! and
non-federel elections, yout compnitiee may be in viclation of 11 CFR
£102.5(3).

In order to be in compliance with the Act, your comimities must: 1} refund
to the domor, ar transfer-out to a non-federal account, the amount LN eXCess
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of $5,000 and 2) determine the extent to which your committes received
funds that are not permissible, and refund or transier-out the prohzbited
funds.

If you choose to transfer the funds to an account not uzed to influence
federal elections, the Commission advises that you nform the contributor in
writing and provide the contributor with the option of reeiving a refund.
You may wish to seck a written authorization {either before or after the
transfer-out} from the doner for any transfer-out to protect the donor's
intergsts.

Please inform the Commission of yout cerrective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for the transfer-out or
refund. Shonld you choose to transfer-out or refund the funds, the
Commission will presume the funds were impermissible, absent a statement
from your ¢otumitiee to the contrary. Transfers-out and refunds should be
disclosed an a Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 28 of the report covering
the period during which they are made.

Although the Commission may take further legal action concerning the
acceptance of prohibited and cxcessive contribution(s), your prompt refund
or transfer-out will be taken into consideration.

.Schedule A suppotting line 15 discloses receipts from LSG Strategies, the
Orange County DEC and Rosen & Baker Associates {pertinent portion
attached). Please clarify the nature and purpos¢ of these receipts.

~Your report discloses receipts totaling $43_330 from Women Vote 2000,
America Women Vote 2000 and Florida Women Vote 2004, which is a
joint fundraising conumnittee(s) affiliated with your committce, Please be
advized that = memo Schedule A must be provided to itemize your
committee's _share of the gross coniributions received through the joint
fundraiser(s). The memgo schedule should itemize each individual who has
contributed an agpregate in excess of $200 during the calendar vear, and

-de the amount of unitemized centributions received. In addition, the
memo schedule should itemize your committee's share of all contributions
from political committees, regardless of amount 11 CFR

§102.1 S} EWI)(B)

_Scheduls A supperting Line 11{b) discloses a transfer{s}-in from the
Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, the Democratic National
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Committee and the Demoecratic Senatorial Committee, Schedule H4
supporting Line 21{a) reflects payments for Direct Mail, Brochures, Media
Buy, Yard Signs, Printing, Comhunications and GOTY Media. Please be
advised that a siate or local pary committee may pay for campaign
materigls {such as bumper stickers) that are digtributed by velunteers in
conmection with activity on behalf of the party’s nominees in 2 general
election. Payments for this type of activity are exempt frem the definition
of & contribution or expendinure if certmin conditions are met The
conditions are that no public advertising may be used, including distribution
by direct mail {mailings by a commercial vendor ar from commercial Haig);
all finds nsed for the activity must be permitted under the Act; none of the
funds used may have been designated fof 2 particular candidate; and finally,
payments for the activity may not he made from tansfers-in from the
national committee to specifically fund the activity. For further guidance,
please refer to 11 CFR $100.7(b)(15} and (17} and to the Campaign Guide
for Party Commuittces.

Please glarify the nature of the transfer(s)-in and subsequent payments far
the aforementioned disbursement{s). If the activity dizclosed on your report
does not meet the definition of “axempt” activity as described gbove and 1f
any portion of the expenditures were made on behalf of specifically
identificd candidates, that amownt must be dsclosed on Schedule B or F
supportng Line 23 or 235 of the Detailed Summary Page as appropnate

“Y¥ou have made dishursements for Direct Mail, Telemarketing, FL12, FLOE
Radio, Brochures, Flight (DSCC), Oil Men-Kids Delivery Fee, FLOR, FL22,
Media Buy, Media Buy - DNC, Media, Yard Signs, Printing,
Communications, GOTY Media, Signs, Radio-Tssue Ads, Media Fees-Issue
Ads, Radio-Issue Advocacy and Media-Issue Advocacy which you have
characterized as exempt activities. In order for an activity to be classified
ag exempt, it must meet the following conditions: (1] For slate cards and
satnple ballots: it names at least three candidates rmunoing for election to any
public office, it s pol digtributed through public_political advertising
(including broadcast media, ewSnApers, magazincs. and billboards), the
content is hmited to the identification of each candidate, the office ar
position currently held, the office sought and party affiliation, and the costs
allocable to federal candidates are paid with permissible funds, (2) For
campaign tnaterials: the actiwvity is conducted on behalf of the party’s
nominees in the general election, the materials are diztributed by volunteers-
_not through public pelitical advertizing, the party committee does not vse
materials purchased by the national party committee or maney transferred
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from the national committes to purchase materials, the party committee
does 1ot use funds designated for a particular federal candidate, a payment
from a non-Tederal campaign to help pay for the matersals does not excead
its allocated share of the expenses, and the costs allocable to federal
candidates are paid with permissible funds; (3} For voter drives: the
activity is on behalf of the party’s Presidential and Vice Presidential
nominees, the activity does not involve the use of public political
advertising such as television, radio, newspapets, magazines, billhoards ot
direct mail, phone banks are operated by volynteers {atthough paid
professionals may design the systent, develop celling instructions and tratn
supervisors), fhe party commiltze does not use funds transferred by the
national party committee for voter dove activities, the party committee docs
not use funds desipnated for a particular federai candidate, and the cost
allocable to federal candidates are paid with pernissible funds.

If the activity disclosed on your report does not meet the definition of
Sevempt” activity a5 described above, and if any portion of the expenditures
were made on behalf of spesifically identified candidates, this amount must
be disclosed on Schedule B or F supporting Line 23 ar 25 of the Detailed
Qumnmary Page as appropriate. Please provide the Commission with a more
detailed explanation of these actnties.

Jtemized dishursements must include a bricf statement or descnption of
why the disbursements were made. Please ammend Schedule(s) Ha of your
report to clanify the followmg description(s): GOTY, GOTV-Media,
GOTV-Rally, GOTV-Expenses, GOTV Calls, GOTY Radio, Consultng
Fees, Professional Fees, FL12, Flight (DSCC), FLOS; FL.12; FL22,
10/31-11/6 Flight Dates (DSCC), Flight Dates, TFor further guidance
regarding acceptghle purposes of disbursemnents, please refer to 11 CFR
§104.3(b)}3).

Please clarify all expendimres made for Radic GOTV, Media Buy, Radio
Ads, Media, Radia, Print & Radio Ads on Schedule(s} H4. If a porion or
all of these expenditures were made on behalf of epecifically identified
federal candidates, this amount should be dizclosed on Schedules B, Eor F
supporting Lines 23, 24 or 25 and inelude the amount, name, address and
affice sought by each candidate. 11 CFR §8104.3(b) and 106.1

_Please amend your report by providing the address for cach disbursement
itemized on Schedule H4 supporting Line 21{a).

_On Schedule H4 supporting Line 2§ (a) of the Detailed summary Page, you
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have failed to check the appropriate CATEGORY box for the payment(s)
made to mumerous payees. Please amend your report to disclose the

appropriate category.

_On Schedule H2, yon have failed to check the Type of Activity box for
geveral activities/events. Please amend your report to comect these
omdssions. 11 CFR §104.10{a){1}

_Schedule H2 of your report indicates that your commities participated in
(A012) Absentze Ballot Tnitiative-1, (AD15) Absentes Ballot Initiative-2,
(AQ18) Legislative Appreciation Party 1999, {A019) Convention, {A020]
7199, (A021) JT2000, {A022) LAP 2000, (A014) Voter Registration, (A0
Administrative Expense, (A011) DNC List Test and {A00G6} JT98 activities
or events during the reporting peried. However, there are o correeponding
dishursements reflected on your Schedule Hd. Note that you need not
include activities on Schedule H2 if there are no corresponding payments
made for the activity during the teporting period If any disbursements
were incorrectly reported, you shoula file an amended Schedule H4 with the
cotrect unique identifying code or title, or provide clarifying information
regarding the activitics on Schedule H2.

_The coordinated expenditure schedule {Schedule F) should disclose the
following information: the identification of the anthorizing comunittee, the
payee's name and address, the purposc of the expenditure as well a3
‘dentification of the candidate supported, the date and amount of the
payment and the aggregate pgencral election expenditore total for each
candidate supported.  Plesse amend Schedule F by providing the
identification of the muthotizing committce, the identification of the
candidate supported and the aggregate generai election expenditure total for
sach candidate supported. 2 TF.5.C. §441a(d)

_Schedule Hd of your report discloses activity wiich is 100% federal. For
future reporting, please be advised that any activity which is financed
entirely by the federal account (fncluding administrative expenscs}), should
he repotted on Schedule B supporting Line 2 Ik, 11 CFR §106.5

“You have previously indicated that your cotmiitee has becn using "hest
efforts to obtsin the occupation and name of employer for each
contributor, However, an increasing number of entnies lazk this
information.  Please amend your report by supplying the omitied
infarmation or providing an explanation of your efforts 1o this regard. 1l
CFR 53104.3(a)(4¥1) and 104.7




DEMOQCRATIC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FLORIDA
PAGE B

“Your report includes computer produced formats of the Schedule F.
Computer prodnced formats may only be used upon prior approval of the
Conunizsion. You should submit a separate sample format with a cover
letter requesting approval. Until your format has been approved, FEC
forms must be used. 11 CFR §104.2{d)

If the software your committee is using to produce the Schedules of the
FEC' FORM 3% does not allow you to electronically file your report, you
may want to call the vendor who produced your software to Inquire about
the availability of a software upprade that ipcludes electronic filing. A
sumber of commercial software companies have added glectromic filing
capability to their products. A list of these cotnpanigs is available on the
FEC weh site, hitp:/fwvw, fec.gov.

Alternatively, freeware (FECHle) available from the FEC, can help you
complete and file your reports electronically. Tt insialls easily, compuierizes
every schednle in the FEC FORM 3X, containz features to heip you aveid
comman errors, allows you to file electronically, and has free technical
support for your questions. You may obtzin your free copy by downloading
FECHIe from our web site, http:/fwww.fec.gov, or by calling the Electronic
Filing Oifice ar (202) §94-1307.

A written response or an amendment to yout priginal report(s) correcting the above
problem(s) should be filed with the Federat Blection Commission within fifteen (15) deys
of the date of this letter. If you nced assistance, please feel free to contact me on our
toll-free mumbar, (500) 424-9330 {at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the Reports
Analysis Division). My local number i {202} 694-1130.

Sincerely,

Andrew ], Dodson

Assistant Branch Chicf,

Party/Non-Party Branch
219 Reports Analysis Division
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