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February 23, 20035
P lames Wicholzon, Treasurey
Maine Bepublican Party
T4 Silver Stroet
Waterville, ME 04901 Response Due Date:
o ) AMarch 15, 200

tdentifeation Mumber:  CUJOI3TH o 5, 200
Reference! Amended 30 Day Posi-General Report (U104 — TR0, receired

L'FI 5”]5
[ear My, Nichotson.

This letter s prompted by the Corutission’s preliminary review of e repori(s)
referencpd above. This notice Teqnests information =ssential to full pablic disclosuee of
your federal electicn campaign Hnances. An adeguate reSPoRse must be repeived at
the Commission by the response date noted above, An itemizaiion of e imfornaksn
needed fiiows:

-¥our report was not signed by the treasurer or designated agent listed o
your Starement of [rzanization. Please amend vour repirt by providing the
signature of an individual that is authorized o sigh the reporl. 2 s
£414{n}(1) and L1 CYR §304 1{a) and {3} 1f a new treasiiet hias been
appointed, please file an amended Statement of Organization {FORM 1) o
a letier {if not an electronic filer) t© reflect this change.

_The beginning cash balance of this teport should equal fhe epcing halance
of your Amended 12 Day pre-General Report, received 11803 Plrase
clarlfy thig diserspancy and amend any subseruent Teport(s) that may be
affected by this correctiot.

vour celoutmions for Line 8 appear {0 be incorrest. Cash-op-hand st the
dose of the currant reporting period should aiways equal the closing
calendar vear-to-date ¢ash-cm-hand gmount, Fiagse provide the comeeted
emial an the Summary Page.

Your report discloses 4 negative ending cash belance of £151.521.93. Thais
suggests that you have either ovetdrawtl your 2cCount, made @
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mathematical error, or incurred a debt. I your comenittee has ingurrad a
debt or obligation, please shuw a zero balance on Lise 8 of the Sununary
Page aod wflect the amount and the patire of the debt on Schedule I and
Line 10 or provide clarifying information, 2 TA.C, 3434({bWE)

Cn Schedule T2, yon disclose the tatio for *Direci Mail 2004” to be
“ew™ however, this activity/event was previousty repored o your
Amended August Monthly Report and was disclonad with 2 different
allocation ralin. Plezse smend your report to clerify this discrepancy. it
CFR 5510410 and 10417

ltemired dighursements must inclde a brief stetement or deseription of
why the disbursemenis were made. Plesse amend Schedules B and He of
your repott 1o clanfy the following deseriptions; “casual iabor — geffing
penple out 7, “easual labor — geriing pecple io vo© and “voier drive
expenzes”,  For further jguidauce regarding acceptable purposss of
dishursements, please refer to 11 CFR 10 k{3 END

_3chedule A suppoting Line 12 discloses transfers-in fromm the Repubhcan
Nagonal Committes. Schedule B supporting Line 21(b} reflects paymanis
for “pins, barmers, signs” and “signs, ping, bauners”, Pleate Be advized that
a state or local party commnitee may pay for campaign matetiale (sueh a8
wmnper stickers) thet are disiributed by volunteers i conDEcUon with
activity on behalt of the party’s nominees ip 2 general election. Pagments
for ihis type of agtivity are exempt From the definition of a contribution oF
expendingre if cerain cond: :ns are net. The conditions ave that ne prblic
advertising may be used, including Sistribytion By divest mail (mailings by
s commercial vendor or from commercial liste); all fands used for the
activity must be pernired under the Act: none of the funds used way have
heen designatod for & perticulsr candidate; and finally, paymnents for the
activity may not be made o trans fers-in thom the national conmniree to
specifically find the netivity, For Fariher guidance, please refer to 11 CFR.
§81040.87 and 100,147 and 10 the Cammpalgn Guide for Party Commiftees.

Please clarvify the nature of the transiers-in and subseguent payments for the
sforernentioned disbutsement(s). [ ibe activity discloscd on wour repart
does not meet the definition of “exempt” activity as descrtbed above and if
any pottion of the expendiures wele made on behalf of specifically
identified cindidates, that amoust pus he diselosed on Schedule B, E or I
snpporting Line 23,24 or 2J of the Detailed Semmary Page as appropriate.

_Schedule B supporting Limes 21(h) amd 79 of your report discloses

payments tolaling $65,783.19 for “banners”, “hanmsts, ping, sackers”,
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“pins, banners, signs™, “signs”, “sigas, banners” ad “signs, pns. banners’.
Expenditurss and disbursements for public comnmunications {(as cdetimed
under ti CER §100.26) thar refer to & clearly idsatified candidate for
Federa) office and that promate, sapport, attack or oppose any candidate for
Federal office, meet the definizion of Federal Elcetion Activiry under 11
CFR §100.24 and should be disclosed on Schedule B for Line 30(h) along
with the iden ity of the candidete{s).

Further, pubtic covmunications that meet the definition of Fedemal Election
Actvity and thar also contain express advocacy as defined under 1t CFR
S100.22, but do not meet the conditions of sxempt schivity, would
constitute an in-kind contributon, an independent Expenditure Or B
coordinated party expenditure aud should be praperdy diselosed on @
Schedule B, B o B supportng Lines 23, 24 or 23, 28 appropriate, rather
than on Schedule B for Line 30(h). Please amend your report 1o propesly
Gsolose this activity or provide clerifying information.

_Schedute Ha of your report discloses aotivity which s WO fedetal, For
futuze reporting, please be adwised that any activity which is finenced
entirely by Lhe federal aceount {inclhiding administrative expenses), shouid
be reporled on Schiedule B suppornny Line FHp). 11 CFR 451066 and
6,7

“Your report disclosed oertain categories of finapcial acrivity that have bacn

reflect=d o fie wroag hines of the Detuled Summary Page. Dhisbumsemenis

for FEA pasroll should be properly disclozed on a separzie Schedule B,

supparting Line 300} of the Detatted Surmmsary Page, Federal operatug

axpenditites should be properly disclosed on a separate Schedule B,

supporting line 2i(b} of the Tetailed Summary Page. Please vofer to tha

‘netrucgons for sach line whep determining the propes calsgorizationis) for

your nexs fling.

Enilke previoas eiection cyeles, you will not receive an pdditional notice from
the Commlssion on this matéer, Adequate TeypoOscs received on o before thig date
will be taken into considersion in determiving whether audit action will be initiated,
Heguests for extensions of time in which to vespond wiki not be eonsldered. Faiure
to provide an adeqglate peIpouse by this dats may tesulf 6 an audit of the commmtise.
Failure to comply with the provisions of the Act may alzo resull m an enforeement acticn
ggainst the commitice. ALY [CPOLIE submitted by your committee will b2 placed on the
pablic record and wall be considered by the Commission prioy 10 taking coforcement

mitIOLL,

[
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Flecwonic filers must file amendments {to inelode statements, designaticns and

reports) in an electronic fonmat and must submil a5 smended yeport in ifs entirety, riher

than_just those portions of the repont that are being pmended. I you should have any
questions regarding this matter o wish to verity the adequacy of your response, pleass
contact e on out toll-frer mumber {800) 424-9530 (at the promps press 5 to veach the

Reports Analysis Divisien) or my local mymber (202 694-1301,

o

]

Sincasly, 7
e G

M e T
“Hradley leciet

Campaizn Finance Analyst
213 Reports Analysis Division
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