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Drecemiber 25, 2004
Mina Bress, Treasurer
Travis Covnty Detnocratic Farty
PO Fox 364263 (1311 E. 67 8t.)
Austin, TX 78768 Response Due Date:
Jannary 18, 2005

ldentification Mumber:  C00257519

Eeference: Amended 12 Day Pre-General Report {10/1/04-10M13/04), received
11404

Denr bls. Breeca:

This letter is prompted by the Commission’s preliminary teview of the report(s)
referenced above. This notice requesks information essential to full public disclosure of
vour federal election campmign finances  An adeguate response mist be received at
the Commission Dy the response date poted above. An itenieation of the information
neaded fillows:

_Schedule & supporting Lins 15 of your ropon discloses a payment(s} o
a foderal ecandidate committee(s) for goods andfor services provided by
vour committee. 11 CFR §100.52{d} 1} stazes that “...the provision of any
goods or services without charge or at a chatge which is less than the usual
and normal charge for such zoods or setviees it a ooniribution ” Exarples
of goods and services inclade equipment, supphes, pergonnet, membersiup
Hets and mailing lists. “The term “uzual and nommal charge” for goods iz
defined as “.the price of these goods in the merket from which they
ordimurily would have béen purchased ol the time of the conintmtion™. The
usuzl and normal chavge for services iz defmed as “.the howdy or
plecework charpe for the servicss st & sommercially reascnable Tl
prevailing at the time the services were rendered,” 11 CFR F100.324dM2)

Ploase clarify whether your committee assessed the ususl and normal
charge for the goods andfor services you provided to the {ederat candidste
cornittes(s} and explain the steps your commities fook i defermining the
amount(s) charged. [f your committes provided the goods and/or services
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ai leas than the vsual and nonnal charge, the difference betwenn the two is
considerad 1o be an in-kind contribution by vour commmittes o the federst
sendidate commiiteefs) and is sutiject to the limits get forth at 2 US.C
5441a. (11 CFR §100.52(d}( 1))

Schedule B supporting Ling 21(h) of your report discloses & paymentis)
tolafing  $5.000 for “Thone culls, see A-E5". Expenditures and
disbursements for phblic comeounications (as defined wnder 11 CFR
§10{1.26} *hat refer to a clearly identified candidate for Federal office and
that promote, sapport, auack or cppos; any candidate tr Federn! office,
meet the definition of Fedaral Election Activity vader 11 CFR §100.24 2nd
should be disclosed on Schedule B for Line 3(0(b) along, with the identity of
the candidatedsh.

Furthar, public communications that meet {(he delmition of Federnl Gleshion
Activity and that also contain express advocacy as dufined vaeder 11 CFR
5100622, but do not mect the conditions of ¢xempt ocivity, waksld
constitute m jn-kind contribution, an mdependent expenditore or a
coordinated perty expenditure and should be property disclosed on a
Jehedule B, U or T supportiog Lines 23, 24 or 15, a3 appropriate, ik
ther o Schedule B for Line 30(b). Please amend your repott io propetdy
thsclose this aetivity or pravide elarifyfug mfmmation.

Schedule Hb6 of your report discloses 53,614.76 1o paywents for “Planmng
& Consuiting” “Pet. Coordimation,” “Camypns Coordmation,” anad
oy olunteer Coor. & Expenses” to individnals. Flease clarify whether these
mdividnals are employess of your commifies. You ae advized {hat
purssant to 11 CFR. §300.33(T){2), salanes and wagas for empinyees whi
spend wore than 25% of their compensated time m A given rmonth o
Feders] clection activity or activities m comnection with a Federal election
must not be allocated between ot ameong federni, non-federal and Levis
scoounts, Rather, only federal funds mey be wsed. Any reimbursement
from vour commitiee's non-fedetsl or Levin account for salaty and wage
payments is not perissible and mmst be retomed, Pleage provide
clartfcation rogarding these pRyICDiS.

“Schedule Hé supporting Line 3%(a) of your report discicses o paymient(s)
for “Phone Calls™ and “Vote By Muail mailer.,” Please be advised that
purzaant to 11 CFR §300.33(c)1), sxpenditures for public corununications
{as defined by 11 CFR §100.26) thar refer to & clemly wlentified candidate
for Pederal office and shat promote, support, atiack o oppose any such
coniidaie for Bederal olffice mwst not be allocated betwoen of among
federst, non-federal end Levin accounts. Undy {vderal funds moy be used.
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Further, expenditures and disbursements for public communicadons tha:
refir to a cleardy idendified candidate for Pederal office amd fhat promode,
support, attack or oppose apy candidete for Federat office, mest the
definition of Feders] Election Activity under 11 CFR §100.24 and ghould
be digciosed ou Schedule B for Line 30{b) along with the identity of the
candidatesi, Howevet, public communications that reeel the definition of
Federn] Elaction Activity gngd that also contam express advoecacy 68 defmed
under 11 CFR $100.22, would constitmte an inond contributon, an
independent expenditure or & ooondinated party supenditure and should be
properly disclosed o 2 Scheduls B, 15 or F supporting Lises 23, 34 or 25,
sa approgriate, rather than on Schedule B for Line 30(t). Flease amend
sror report to properdy disclose this activity,

If this activity was catcgorized incorrectly, the Comumission recommends
that you iavpediately tnsfer the funds recesved by vour fideral acoount
for this aciivity back to the pen-federal or Lavin account.  Although the
Commission may toke firther legal actien concerning this prohibited
activity, your prompt action will be taken into congideration.

Unlike previous efection cycles, you will not receive an additenad netice from
the Commission on this matter. Adeguale responzes recelved on or befure this date
will be taken into consideration iu determining whether audit sction will be jmitiated.
Requests fer extensions of sime In whick to respond witk not be considered. Failure
w provide an adequate rezponse by this date mey result in an pudit of the comunities,
Failure to comply with the provisions of the Act may alse ragult in an enfoicement sction
agamnsl the commilfes. Any respotse sebmitied by your commives wiil be placed on the
wlilic 1eecrd Bnd will be considered by the Comnission prior fo laking enforcement
aetion.

Electranic filers must filg smendments (to include statements. designations and
reports} in go electropic format ang fost submvit an awended report jn its entivety, rather
then just those porfions of the report that_are beipg amended,  1f you shouid have any
questions regarding this matter or wish to verify the adequacy of vour meponse, please
contact me on our toll-fres sumber (800Y 424-9530 (ot the prompt press 3 to reach the
Reposts Annbysis Division or my local sumber {202} 694-1 E L

Rincerety,

A, et

Abtbie Hodpson
Cempedgn Finance Anniyst
206 Eeports Analysis Division
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