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Diear WMs. McCreery

This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the report(s)
teferenced above. The review mised questions concerning certain information contained

in the report{s), An itemization fallows:

_Schedule A of your report discloses ane Or Imore contributions which
appear to exceed the limits set forth in the Act (see attached). You should
examine all of vour contributions to check for additional exoessive
contribations. The Committee’s procedures for processing contributions

should also be reviewed

Aq individuzl or a political committes other than a qualified multicandidate
committee may not make a contribution (& & candidate for federl. office in
axcess of $1,000 per election. A qualified multicandidate commitiee and
all affiliated committess meay not make a con ibuiion(s) to a candidate for
foderol office m excess of §5,000 per election. The ferm "conirtbution”
includes any gift, subscription, loan, advancs, or deposit of monsy or
anything of value made by any persen for the purpose of influencing any
election for federal office. (2 U.S.C. §441a{a) and {f); 11 CFR §110.1{k),

(c} and (k)

If any apparently excessive contnbution it question was incompletely or
incorreetly disclosed, you must amend your original report with the

clarifying information.
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If any contribution you. received exceeds the limits, you may have to refund
the excessive amount. The funds can be retained within sixty (60) days of
receipt if, {1) the excessive amount was properly reattributed to another
person, such as a joint mccount holder, by obtaining signed written
anthorizations from gach person making the contribution pursuant to 11
CFR. 110.1(k)(7), end {2} the treasurer informs the person making the
contribution that he or she may request the return of the excessive portion
of the contribution if it is not intended to be a joint contribution. Any
request from a denor for a refund must be honored.

Altematively, the funds can be retained if within sixty {60) days of receipt,
the excessive amonat was properly designated for a different election, by
phtaining signed written authorization from the contributor(s} pursuant to
11 CFR §110.1(b)(5) or §110.2(b)}5). Any request from 2 donor for 2
refund must be honored. '

Tf the foregoing conditions for reatributions or redesignations were not met
within 60 days of receipt, the excessive amount must be refunded. See

CFR §103 3(b)(1).

Pleage inform the Commission of your corrective action immediately m
writing and provide a photocopy of yout check for any refund and/ or any
photocopies of letters teattributing or redesignating the coniributions in
question. Refunds are reported on Line 20 of the Detailed Summary Page
and on a supporiing Schedule B of the report covering the period in which
they are made. Redesignations and reattributions are reported as memo
entries on Schedule A of the repert covering the period in which the
enthorization for the redesignation andfor reathibution is received. (11
CEFR §104.8(dX2), (3) and (4))

The acceptance of excessive contributions is a serjous problem.  Again, the
comnmittee’s procedures for processing contributions should be examined
and corrected in onder to aveid this problem. Although the Commission
may take further legal action, prompt action by you to refund or zeek
redesignation. and/or reattdbution of the excessive amount will be faken
into censideration.

-Schedule A of your teport discloses one or more contributions which
appear o exceed the Hmits set forth in the Act (see attached). You should
examine all of your contributions to check for additonal excessive
contchutions. The Committes’s procedures for processng contributions
shonid alse be reviswed.
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In-kind eontributicns of equipment, such as computers, with a long-term
useful life (e.g., an election cycle, or perhaps longer} are similar te
contributions of money and may be designated for elections beyond the
next election, provided the contributar designates the coniribution as such
in writing. A contribution of this type of equipment is distinguishable from
in-kind contributions that are nsed only for one particular election, such as
non-exempt contributions of food or beverages consumed by primary
election day workers, ot printing or mailing costs related to peneral election
events or fundraisers.

The in-kind contribution on your report does not have a "long-term useful
life™ and constittes an excessive contribution for the primary election (soe
Advisory Opinion 1996-29). You must refund the excessive amount to the
donor, or seek redesignation end reattribution of the excessive amount from
the donor.

If any apparently excessive contribution in question was incompletely or
incorrectly reported, you must amend your original report with the
clanifying information.

If any contribution(s) you received exceeds the limitg, vou may have to
refund the excessive amount, The funds can be retained within sixty {60}
daya of receipt if, {1) the ¢xcessive amount Was properly reattrfhuted (o
another person, such as a joint account holder, by obtaining signed written
autharizations from each person making the confribution pursuant to 11
CFR 110.105)(3), and (2) the treesurer informs the persen making the
contribution that he or she may request the return of the excessive pottion
of the contribution if it is not intended to be a joint contribution.

Altematively, the funds can he retained if within sixty (60) days of receipt,
the excessive amount was propetly designated for a different election, by
abtaining signed written authorization from the contribiptor(s) pursumt to
11 CER §110.1{b)(5) or §110.2{b}(3}.

If the foregoing conditions for reattributions or redesignations were not met
within 60 days of receipt, the excessive amoumt roust be refinded. See
CFR §103.3(b)(1}.

Please inform the Commission of .}FBI.II corestive action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for any refund and/ or any
photocopies of letters redesignating ot reattributing the contributions in
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question. Refunds are reported on Line 20 of the Detailed Summary Page
and on a supporting Schedule B of the report covering the period in which
they are made. Redesignations and reatiributions are reported as memo
entries on Schedule A of the report covering the period in which the
authorization for the redesignation andfor reattribution is received. (11

CFR §104.8(d)(2}, {3} and (4))

The acceptance of excessive contributivns is a seripus problem. Again, the
committee’s procedures for processing contributions sheuld be examingd
and corrected in order to avoid this problem. Although the Comrmission
may take further legal action, prompt action by you to refund or scek
redesignation and/or reattritrution of the excessive amount will be taken

into consideration.

A written response or an amendment to your orignal repatt{s) correcting the
above problam(s) should be filed with the Senate Public Records Dffice within fifteen
(15) days of the date of this letter. Please contact the Senate Public Records Office at
(202) 224-0322 for instructions on how and where to file an amendment. If you need
assistance, please feel free to contact e on oLt toli-free number, (800) 424-9530 {at the
prompt press 1, then press 2 to teach the Reports Analysis Division}. My local number 15

(202) 694-1130,
Smjﬂz‘?/

Leah 5. Palmer
Reports Analyst
480 Reports Analysis Drivision

W rmrem o ———

Trarr—




EXCESSIVE

P = Primary Electlon
CONTREBUTIONS ON G = General Elaction
THE 2001 YEAR END
REPORT
CONTRIBUTOR NAME DATE AMOUNT | ELECTION
Ermst & Young Fatitieal Agtion Committee | 127611998 $2,000,00 P
Ernst & Young Potilical Action Committes | 12718/1989 $3,000.00 p
Emst & Young Palilicsl Action Carnmittas B ey $1,500.00 P
Emst & Young Polllical Action Commitiee : +0721/2004 $1,000.00 P
. . —
sac Communleafions Inc. Employes PAC 04,/28/2000 f3.500.00 ¢ F
SBC Communications Inc. Emplayee PAC 07425/200 1 $1,896.19 G
SBG Communications ing, Employee PAC , O824 200 §1.000.00 P
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