
05/26/2006  14 : 57ETEXT ATTACHMENT
Image# 26950136381

***************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************

 

Identification Number:   C00395889 

 

Reference: Year End Report (7-1-05 - 12-31-05) 

 

 

 This is in response to your letter of March 29, 2006 to the Illinois Tenth Congressional Democrats requesting 

information and corrections to the above noted Year End Report.  The following paragraphs answer in the same order the 

issues raised by each paragraph in your notice and add a fifth paragraph describing a calculation error discovered 

during our review.  The info below was originally contained in a letter sent to FEC on April 23, 2006.  Your letter of 

May 3, 2006 pointed out that this info must also be submitted electronically and so this info has been filed as a F99 

submission on May 26,2006. 

 

1.  The totals listed on Lines 11(a)(i) and 11(a)(ii) for Column B of the Detailed Summary Page are indeed in need of 

correction.  The reason this happened was that this was our first electronic filing.  The report for 1-1-05 to 6-30-05 

was done on paper.  In order to make Column B Year to Date numbers calculate properly on the 7-1-05 - 12-31-05 Year End 

Report, I found it necessary to create a report on my computer that contained the numbers from the paper report of 

1-1-05 to 6-30-05.  In doing so, I put the entire $8,005.14 in Line 11(a)(i) rather than properly allocate it as $1,575 

to Line 11(a)(i) and $6,430.14 to Line 11(a)(ii).  I have made these corrections to the 1-1-05 to 6-30-05 report on my 

computer and now the totals for these two lines on the 7-1-05 - 12-31-05 Year End Report for Column B calculate properly 

as reflected on the amended report that was submitted on April 23, 2006. 

 

2.  The printing of invoices expenditure of $2,117.43 was for the invitations and collateral material used for our fund 

raiser.  This was strictly an event to raise funds for Tenth Dems.  None of the expenditures were on behalf of any 

federal candidate.  While reviewing the invoice I did discover that $234 of this printing expense was for the printing 

of a brochure that advocated the defeat of Congressman Mark Kirk (and so should be listed as an independent 

expenditure).  This amount has been reflected on Schedule E of the amended report noted above.  The Room Rental for 

Event expenditure was for a forum on Stem Cell Research.  Nothing at this event was on behalf of or against any federal 

candidate. 

 

3.  Schedule B expenditures are explained as follows: the postage for fund raiser mailing was for a general mailing that 

notified people in the district about our fund raiser, nothing in it advocated for or against any federal candidate; 

purchase of buttons and T shirts were for materials that advertised the Tenth Dems organization, nothing in them 

advocated for or against any federal candidate; printing of brochures was for the printing of our general brochure that 

lists our organizational accomplishments in our first year, nothing in it advocated for or against any federal 

candidate.  None of these expenditures were for public communications, voter drive activity, contained express advocacy, 

was an in-kind contribution or an independent expenditure as defined by 11 CFR.  The major expense of $11,100 for 

polling services was for a poll commissioned by the Tenth Dems to identify the opinions of voters in the district.  It 

would likely constitute an in-kind contribution if it was confidentially shared with a federal candidate.  Tenth Dems 

did not do this.  We chose to share the results of the poll with the general public by notifying local media and 

publicizing the results on our website and in open meetings with the general public. 

 

4.  Tenth Dems has very limited administrative expenses. We have no office space, office equipment or salaries.  All 

work is done by volunteers (in March, 2006 we started to pay for a part-time admin person for a short time, as noted in 

subsequent Form 3X reports).  We generally meet in member homes or restaurants.  We do pay a small fee for storage space 

to the Moraine Township Democratic Organization as noted in Schedule B.  One item that should have been noted on this 

report was for phone expenses.  This bill averages between $30 and $40 a month.  The total for the year is over $200 and 

should have been listed on Schedule B.  The 6 month total of $241.47 is noted on the amended report mentioned above. 
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section.  One of the Schedule A entries is for $19,762.60.  This reflects all the contributions of less than $200 each.  

There were many of these deposits made to our bank account as we had several hundred people attending our fund raiser 

that had a $50 charge.  During this time we also changed banks and in closing out the old account, a deposit of $5,500 

was made from the old account to the new account.  This amount was incorrectly included by me in calculating the 

$19,762.60 total.  The effects of this miscalculation were to list the total receipts as $5,500 higher than they 

actually were and to raise the ending Cash on Hand amount higher on this report and on subsequent reports.  The 

correction has been made on the amended report for 7-1-05 - 12-31-05 noted above and for the following reports 

originally due 3-8-06 and 4-15-06. 

 

 Thank you for your assistance in helping us resolve these issues and questions.  I would be happy to answer any other 

questions.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jim Gagne 

Treasurer, Tenth Dems 


