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Dear Reports Analysis Division:

1 arn the treasurer of Yirginia Green Victory 2000, a nen-connesied, unauthorized commiitee
supporting Rulph Mader for president in the state of Virginia. I am wriling because of concerns I
was faced with recently with rexards i filing requiremants. In a phone conversatiom oo July I‘.'I‘“,
Karen Miller of the FEC's Information division suggested that [ write the Ietter for clanty’s sake.
In aum, to be on the safe side, [ want o officially explain our situation,

My vhauthorized committee filed its statement of organization ore Tume 278 Asof luly 15", VA
Greco Victery 2000 had raised $415 and spent $2£8.14, for transactions of $303.14. Thia put us
well bellow the $1,000 threshold for official definition as a political committes, Awars of this,
but not otally certain of the filing roquircment {or a commites in such a situation, I called the
FEC several days before the Tuly 15" deadline, Someone —a female, | think in the Information
divizion, 1 did nat take ber name—infermesd me that as long as we wers under the $1,000
threshold, we did not have to file, I asked il we ghould file just to be on the safe side and she said
nol 1y bother: becawse it was unnceessary, I might as well not put the burden oo myself. 1took
thiz a3 sond advice and did not send in a guarterly report for July 15

Teday, July 27%, mother perstn in 1y committee inquired about the filing and [ felt moved to
call again to be sure that we did not have to fils on the 15", Again, someanc in the Information
division verified that T had done the right thing by not filing since we hadn®t reached the
threshold, Twenty minertes later [ decided to call back just w see if it we conld fils late for the
July }5® rcEUrting date, just 3o ihat we would have official documentation and to make the
COetober L5™ Gling & little simpler, This time a person in the Information divigion zaid she thonght
that we shoold file and snggested that I speak 1o my committes’s analyst

L was cannected to the appropriate depantment. They said the committce docsn™t yet have an
analyst and connected me to gomeone else who was not in, T left 2 message amd then called back
f] have really barraged the Commission with calls leely!). This time 1 was put in contact with
Doninick Ciaraldi, an anahyst whao said that not only wera wa required to file on the 15% but (hat
we likely face fines for not filing. He suppested I check out the fincs section of the website,
which I did. The “Fne caleulator”™ sugpgested that we would have ©w pay a fine of $400. This is
when I began to set nervous—mwe only have about 3150 1 the bank.

&0, [ called vet again to inquire aboutthe fine, That 1s when I wes put in touch with the great
Karen Miller in the Information division. She was very knowledgeable and allayed my fears
ahowt having to pay s fine, saying that since we had not passed the $1,000 threshold, we were nat
officially a political commitice and for that reason will net be fined by the Commigsion, She also
asserted that the committes should fndeed have filed on Juby 15", despite the advice T had
received to the contrary. Iwill filc that as sovm as possible.




In conclusion, the advice 1 bad veceived on two separate cceasions from poople at the FEC
asserting that I did not bave to filc was wrang. We should havs filed on July 15®, so we arc late.
But hecause we were not officially a political committee at the time, we won't be finad. 1 will
Eile the July 15™ report within the next couple of days. I will be absolulely certain to fila on time
for the Oelober lfgcquﬂ.rtﬂrl:-.? report and the following reports.

If you nced to contact te about this matter or any other, I may be reached at my work phone:
212-126-3504, or via email: captmspaulding@hotpail com. (Note: my phone oumber will be
changing after the 117 of August.)

Thanks for your patience with this tediously long letter.

Treasyrer, VA Green Victory 200H)
CAraTTEE 1D Oaazsaid]
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