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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RO-2
WatHIRGTON, [T 2]

Marina Taubenberger, Treasurer
Republican Party of Mitimesota
480 Cedar Street - Suite 56{
Saint Paul, MN 35104

WGy 1§ 2002

Identification Number: COMI 303

Reference:  September Monthly Report (8/1/02-8/31/02)

Dear s, Trubenberger:

referenced above. The review raized questions concerning cettain ;

This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the reporlis)

iv: the report{s). An jtemization follows:

PRCAEE - B RE T) A

fin

oy -

You have made dighursements for “RV rental US Sen - Coteman” which
youl have characterized s exesnpt activity. In order for an activity 1o be
chassified me exempt, it must meet the foltowing cunditions: (1) For slam
cards and sample ballots: it names at least three candidates renning for
election to any public office. it is poi distrbuted threngh public_political
advertising (ncluding broadeast mgdia, newsSDADETR,. magazines.  and
hiliboards}, the content is limited 10 the identification of each candidata, the
office or position currenily held, the office sought and party affiliation, and
the oosm ahocable (o federm] candidatss are peid with permissible funds; (2)
For campaign matarials: the activity ja conducted on behalf of the party’s
nominees in the geueral election, the moaterials 313 distributed by
yolunicers--pot through public political advertising, the party committee
does not use materials purchased by the natiomal party cunmnittes of tHOBRCY
ransterred from the national committes to purchase materials, the party
conumittee docs not sse funds designated for a partioular federal candidate,
a paymont from a non-federal campargn 1o help pay for the matenials docs
uot exceed ite allocated share of the cxpenses, aud the costs alfocable fo
fidorsl candideics ore paid with penmissible finds; (3) For voter drives: the
activity is on behalf of the party’s Prezidential and Wiee Presidential
nominees, the activity does not involve the use of public political

aformation contained
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advertising such as television, radio, newspapers, magazines, billboards or
divect mmi}, phone banks are operated by volnnteers (alihough pad
professionals may design the system, develop callng mstructions and tram
supervisors), the party comtimittee does not use funds ransforred by the
national party conumittee for voter drive activibies, the patty commiites
does not use funds designated for o particular federal candidase, and the
cast allocable to Tederal candidates are patd with permissible fonds,

I the activity disclosed on vour report does nol Ineet the defimtiem of
wexermpt” activity as described above, and if any portion of the expenditures
were made on behalf of specifically identified candidates, this amount must
be discinsed on Schedule B or F supporting Line 23 or 25 of the Detailed
Summary Page as sppropriste. Plcase provide the Commission with 4 move
detailed explanation of these activines.

Pleass be advised 2 U.S.C. §441a(a) prohibits a multicandidae cominitiee
and its affiliates from making a conribetion to a candidate for feders]
office in excess of $4,000 per election,

If any spparently excessive contribution 1n question was incompletely or
incorrectly disclosed, you showld amend your priging] report with clanfying
mformanon,

1f any contribution you made sxceeds the fmits, youl must Teguest a refund
of the excessive amoumt or provide a written authonzation for a
redesignution of the conttibution pursusnt ta 11 CFE £110.2(k) within 0
days of the freasurer’s receipt.

if the forepoing conditions for redesignabons were Dot mel within 060 days
of the treasurer’s reccipt, your commimse must omain a refund of the

ERCESSIYE AL,

Pleage inforn the Commission of your cortective action iramediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of the refund of redesignation request sent
to the vegipiont eoramitiee(s). |0 addition, any refands stould be discloged
on Schedule A supporting Line 16 of the tepont covering the penod duiing
which they arc received. Any redesignations should he disclosed as memo
enitties on Schedule B supprrting Line 22 of the repori covestng this puricd
during which the redesignation is made. 11 CFR §L10.1(0}

Alibuugh the Commission may take further logst acrinn rgarding the
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excessive contnbition(s), your protupt action in obtaining & refund andfor
rodesignating the contribotion(s) will be talten into contideraton.

-Schedule A supporting Line 15 of your report discicses 8 payment(s} fiom
a federsl candidate committes(s} for goods and'or services provided by
your committee, 11 CFR §100.7(a)( Vii{A) states that . the provision of
any goods or services without charpe nr at 2 charge which 15 Jess than the
ucual end normal charge for such gnods oF services is a contribufion”
Examples of goods snd services include equipment, supplies, personnel,
membership lists and mailing lists. The term “usual and normal charge™ for
goads iz defined as “...the price of those goods i the market from which
they orclinarily would have been purchasesd « e time of the contribulion™.
The usual and novmal charge for services is defined as “..the howtldy ur
piepeworh vhge for ihe services Bl & commercially teasonable rate
prevailing st the time the services were temdersd” 11 TR
§ 100, F )] E )

Please clarify whether your commiittze assessed the usual and normal
charge for the goode and’or services you provided L the federal ganddats
cormittec(s) and evplain the steps YOUr commitigs took in deiermimng the
amoums) charged. if your commmiliee provided the goods und/or services
at lese than the usual and normal chiarge, the difference between the lwo »
comsidered to be ws i kind costribution by your osmmittee 10 the fedrml
candidate comnitlee(s) mod iz subject to the limits cer forth at 2 LB
8441a. (11 CFR §100.7(2) L3i(AY

_Schedule A supporting Line 12 of your report discioses wansiers from
apparent joint fundraising commitiees, 1 addition, your report inchides
momo Schedule As for what appesrs to be yout committes’s share of the
gross contritutions received through these joint fundruising efforis, Please
amend your report to clearly ideniify on the memo Schedule A, which joint
fundraising committes cach entry relatas .

Schedule A supporting Line 12 discloses a transfer(spin from the
“Natioual Republican Senatorial Committee™ and the “Republican MWatiomal
Commitiee- BNC™, Sehedule B supporting Line 21{b) reflects payments
far “Clolemen Lawn Sipns™ and “Betons and Frishee™, “Bump. Stick. U.s,
Senate Coleman MN.” and “Sighs™. Pleast be advised thai 2 staic or Jocal
party commitlee may pay [or campaign materials {such as ping, posters,
bumper stickers and yurd signs) thai are distrbuted by voluntests in
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connection with activity on behalf of the party’s nominces in o general
election. Payments for this type of sctivity are exerapt ftom the delimition
of 2 contrbution or expenditure if certain conditions are met  The
conditions are that no peblic advertising may be used, including
distrlbution by direct mail (mailings by & commereiel vendor or from
commereisl lists); all fonds used for the activity mwst be perwitied under
the Act; none of the funds nsed may have becn designaied for a particular
candidate; and finally, payments for the activity mey not be made from
ransfora-in from the notiorn] committee to specifically fmd the astivity.
For further guidance, please refir to 11 CFR §E00.7(0){13) and {17) and to
the Catapaign Guide for Party Comunitiees.

Please clarify the nature of the rransfer(s)-in and subsequent payments for
e afsrementioned disburscment(s), B the activity disclosed on your
report does not meet the definition of “exempt” activity as deseribed rbove
and if any portion of the expenditures were made on behalf of specifically
identified candidates, that amownt must be disclosed cn Schedule B or F
supperiing Line 23 or 25 of the Detailed Summary Page a5 appropriate.

Vour EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE cateeletions for Adminisirstive/Voter
Diove o incomect.  EVEMT YEAR-TO-DATE totale for adiministeative
and voter drive costs are derived by segregating all disbursements during
the colendar year for the whole Administeative’Voter Diive category.
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals for fundraising, direct candidate suppoit,
and exempl aciivities are derived by aggregating sl disbursements durmy
the calendar vear within a spegific event, These shouid bs calculated by
adding the latest dishursement for 4 category of event w the previous
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE total for that category or event. This mauning
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE total shouid he disclosed after eack
disburseniemt is iisted, Please ammend your report by providing the correct
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE toals.

Sehedule H4 of your repart discloses a peyment{s) o *Fundraising
Assooiates”, wiich is categorized as an  AdmimishativerVoter Drive
expense; however, the putpose of disburscment disciosed 15 “Fondraising
Commtission”. Please be advised that paywents made for your commitiee’s
fandraising activities should be allocated according to the funds received
method and the mtio reflected on Schodute M2, Please provide clanfication

regarding this apparent discrepancy.
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-Please amend your report by providing the purpese For cach disbursement
itemized on Schedula(s) Hd supporting Linefs}y 21{a).

A response or 6n amendment io your original teporis} correeting the abuove
problem(s) should be filed with the Federal Election Commistion within fifieen {133 days
of the date of this letter. Electronic filers must file amendments {10 inghede stalgments,
designation and geports) in an eleciionic format and anust submit an amended tepott ins jtg
enlirety, father than fust those portlons of the repur Wt are being amended. If vou nead
assistance, please feel free to contact me on our toll-free number, (300) 424-9330 (at the
prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the Reports Analvaiz Diviston]. My local rumber is

(202) 654-1 130,

Sincersly,

bk e oot

Enk W. Kocppen
Curmpaign Finance Anniyst
2EY Reports Aralysis [ivision
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