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July 20, 2005

BY ELECTROHIC DELIVERY

Edhward 0. Ryan

Campaipn Finange Analyst
Reports Analysis Divisian
Federal Election Commission
Y E Street, MOV,
Waehington, D2, 20483

Fe: Letber dated June 15, 2005, regarding October Monthly Repart (8 1.004-873000% |

Cwzar hir. Byan:

2n behalf my glignt, the Republizan Party of Louisiana ("the Party”), | am wnting in responss to the Commission's
letber dabed June 15, 2005, regarding the Farty's October Monthly Report (341/04-3730004).  Please note that the Party
filed an amendment to the October Monthly Report on July &, 2005, The amendment addreesed an igsue raised by the
Commission conceming the Augquet Monthly Report (7H/04-7/31/04].

First, the Commigsien asked the Party to ¢lassify a receipt listed on Line 17 of the Oatober Monthly Bepar. Cn or

about Seprtember 3, 2004, The Billy Tawzin Congressional Coemmittes transfemed £35 000 in excess campaign funds i the
Fary. The Federal Election Campaign Act, a2 amendad, permitz principal candidate carmmitiees to transfer unlimited sums
o state political parties. See2 USC 4208 11 CF.RE. 1132(g). Thersfore, the Party pmoperly listed the

receipkon Line 17, For additional clarification, the Party has designated the temization as a "tmansfer of excess

funds" on the accompanying amendment to the October Morthly Report.

Second, the Cammission requested thet the Party clarify its cash-on-hand reparting for the October Monthly Repart. The
Fary's first amencment to the Cotaber Maenthly Report, sehich i filed ¢n July & 2005, disclosed the proper cash-on-hand
balances for this reporting pered. Reparte filed by the Pamy list:

" An $30,582 .33 cash-on-hand balancs for the close of the September Momthly reporting period (3¢71/0d4-8,31 10,
" An FA0, 882 33 cash-on-hand balance for the beginning Setober Morthly reporting period (951504853004,

Third, the Commission requested clarification of whether disburgementz listed an Schedule B were payments for public
aommunicatiens that gualified as expenditures, exempt party activities, or federal election agtivities. "Public
aommunicatiens” include messages ina broadeast, cable or satellite communication; newspaper;, Magazing; Gutdoor
advertizing facility; ma== mailing or tkelephone bank to the genaral public; or any ather form of general public

political adverising., See2 UWSC 421022, 11 G F.RE 100,26, They do nat include communications ower the
ImMernst. See 2 U.S.C 43122); 11 C.F.R. 10026

To ligt & public communication payment praperly on @ Federal Election Commisgion disclasure form, a State party
cammittee must analyze the cortent of the message. A disbursement far a public communication that refers bo a clearly
icentified candidate for federal office and that promates, supports, attacks, or opposes any federal candidate
gohstitutes & "federal elegtion activity." See 2 LSS JA200(AI0N; 11 CF.R. 100.24{M(3). The pavment must

ke listed on Schedule B supparting Line 3000). See 2 US.C. 43120 11 <. F.R. 10024; F.E <. Inztructions far Form
3% (Oec, 2004,
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Altematively, payment for a public communication cortaining express advacacy - a message that advacates the election or
defeat of @ clearly identified candidabz - must be diszlosed as an independent expenditure on Schedule E supporting Line
2 Bee? USC 431017WAL 11 CF.R 100.22a); F.E.C. Inetructions for Fomn 3X (Dec. 2004). Dishursements for
cettain party activities, however, such ae the digtribution of slate cards, the dissemination of campaign matenals by
volunteers, and "get-out-thewote" drives for Presidential nominees, are exampt from the "expenditure” definition. See

11 SRR 100140, 103147, and 100145, The pavments may be repered as "federal eperating expenditures” ¢n
Schedule B supparting line 21(k). See 11 CFR. 100140, 10314y, andd 100.14%; F.E.C. Instrugtions for Form 3% [Dec.
2004, Bee alza Campaign Guide far Palitical Party Cammittees, at 36 (Aug. 2004,

The Party disclosed the following disbursements on Line 21(k) of its Gotober Monthly Report.

" A G 180238 payment to Direct Mail Systems, Inc. on September 21, 2004, The punpose of the diebursement was for a
"Direct Mail - Party Donation Drive." The Party's accompanying amendment to this report explains that the purpose of
the disbursament was for a State Fundraising Solicitation.  The disbursement was nat ¢n behalf of & specifically
identified federal candidate. Therefere, the Party properly disclosed the dishursernent ¢n Ling 21 of the Cotober
Monthly Repart.

" A FTE0. 78 payment to Direct Mail Systems, Inc. on Segtermber 21, 2004, The pumposs of the dishursement was for a
"Direct Mail - Party Donation Drive." The Party's accompanying amendment 1o this report explaing that the purpoee of
the dishursement was for a State Fundraising Solicitation.  The diebursement was nat on behalf of & specifically
identified federal candidate. Therefore, the Farty properly disclozed the disbursement on Line 21(b) of the Octaber
Muonthly Report.

" A F882 payment to Direct Mail Systems, Inc. on September 23, 2004, The purpoze of the disbursement was for a3 "Direct
Mail - Fary Donation Drive." The Party's accompanying amendmert to this report explains that the purposs of the
disbursement was for a State Fundraising Solicitation. The dishursement was not on behalf of a specifically identified
federal candidate. Therefore, the Party propery dieclosed the disbursement on Line 21(bBY of the Oetober Monthly

Feport.

A B OFE T3 pavment to Cffice Depat Srecit Card on Seprtember 22, 2004, The pupose of the disbursement was for "FEA
Frinting." The payment qualified as an exempt wlunteer activity. Therefore, the Party properly disclossd the
dizbursemeant on Ling 21(b) af the Qctober Monthly Repart.

The Party also distiosed the following dishursemernts on Line 30(h; of the October Report.

" A 511 450 payment to Giles E Associates on September B, 2004, The purpose of the disburzemeant was for "FEL Direct
Mzil." The payment qualified &2 an exempt volunteer activity. Therefore, the Party disclosed the dizburement on Line
21k of the agcompanying amendment to the Ooteber Monthly Repaort.

" A 5200 payment to the M. Louisiana Cotton Feztival on September 22, 2004, The purpese af the disbursement was far an
"FEA Fair Enoth." The Fady's acocompanying amendment 1o this meport explains that the pumose of the disbursement was
for Grassmots Support. Thersfore, the Fary has listed the payment on Ling 2005 as generic campaign activity. The
digbursement was nat on behalf of a specifically identified federal candidate.

" 4 §400 payment bo the State Fair of Louisiana on September 13, 2004, The purpoze of the disbursement was for an "FE&
Festival Booth.," The Party's accompanying amendiment to this reper explaing that the purpese of the disbursement waes
for Graseroots Suppor.

Therafare, the Party has lizted the payment on Line 300B) as generic campaign activity, The disbursemeant was not on
bzhalf of a specifically identiied fedeml candidate.
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" A 3900 payment to the BEepublican Pardy of EBR on September 13, 2004, The purpoge of the disbursement was for an "FEA
Gun Show " The Party's aceompanying amendmert to this report explains that the purposs of the dishursemert was for
GSrassrocts Suppart. Therefore, the Party has listed the payment on Line 30¢h) as genenic campaign activity. The
digbursement was not on behalf of 3 specifically identified federal candidate.

" A 5500 payment e MEMNSAJE on September 27, 2004, The pumose of the dishuresment was for an "FEA Festival Boath "
The Party's agcampanying amendment to this repon explains that the purposse of the dishursement was for Grassnons
Support. Therefore, the Party has listed the payment on Line 20[b] = genenc campaign activity. The disbursament was
not on behalf of 2 specifically identfied federal candidabs.

" A S 000 payment o Sereen Printing Express on September 23, 2004 The purpese of the disbursement was for "FE&
Frinting." The Party's accompanying amendment 1o this report explaing that the purpoee of the disbhursement was to
purchzze Yard Signs, an exempt wolurtear activity. Thersfore, the Party has listed the payment on Line 21(kb].

" A B35 85020 pavment to Targeted Creative Communications on September 27, 2004, The purpese of the disbursement was
for "FEA. Direct Mail." The payment qualified a= an exempt voluntesr activity, Therefare, the Party disclosed the
disbursement on Ling 21(b) of the aceompanying amendment to the Qctober Morthly Report.

" Three $300 paymente to the LS. Postmaster on 3eptember 7, 2004, The pumosee of the dishursements were for "FE&
Postage." The payments gualified az an exempt volunteer activities. Therefore, the Party discloeed the disbursements
on Line 21[b] of the accompanying amendment to the Oobobear Monthly Report.

Fourth, the Commissien has asked the Party to clarify all expenditures made for a "Fagility Rental" on Schedule B and
Schedule H of the ariginal Ockobar Monthly Report.

" On Schedule B, the Party's repart listed a 52,750 payment to 401 Veterane Limited on Septernber 1, 2004, The pumpose
of the disburzement wags lisbed az a "Facility Rental." In responge to the Commission's request, the Party has amended
the purpose of disburzement to clarify that the payment was for an office rental. The Party did not rent the office on
b=half of any specifically identified federal candidare.

" 0On Schedule B, the Party's report listed g 52,000 payment to the Cajun Dome on Septembar 22, 2004, The purpose af the
disbursement was listed as a "Facilty Rermal" In esponse to the Commission's request, the Fary has amended the
pumpose of dishursemert to clarify that the paymert was for a State Party Convertion. The Fardy did not rent the

facilicy on behalf of any specifically identified federa |l candidate.

" On Schedule H4, the Party's report lisbed a $1, 256 payment ta Jacquin Grand Children, LLC on September 1, 2004, The
pumose of the disbursement was listed as a "Facility Rental." In respense o the Commission's request, the Party has
amended the purpsse of disbursement to clarify that the payment was for an office rental. The Party did nat rent the

office on behalf of any =pecifically identified federal candidate.

" n Scheduls HY, the Party's report listed 2 1,925 payment to R&C Fmopertiss, LLS on Segtermber 1, 2004, The purposs
of the dishursement was listed as a "Facility Rental." In response to the Sommission's request, the Party has amended
the purpose of disbursement to clarify that the payment was for an office rental. The Party did not rent the office on

b=half of any =pecifically identified federal candidate.

" 0 Schedule HY, the Party's report listed 4 Fdd pavment to The Storage Center on Septembser 13, 2004, The purpese of
the disbursement wags listed as a "Facility Rental." In responza to the Commission's request, the Party has amended the
pumose of dishursement to clarify that the paymert was for ofice storage rental. The Farty did not rert the stomge

space on behalf of any specifically idertified fedeml candidate.
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Finally, the Commission requested a clanfication of the terms "Admin - Professional Services, Pofessional Senices,

FEA Conzulting, and Fundraizing and Consulting,” which the Paty used to describe disbursemente ligted on Schedule B and
Schedule H4 of ite ariginal Cotober Monthly Report. The Party's repont listed thirteen disbursements with these

descriptions:

" A 53,500 payment to PR Louisiana on September 28, 2004 for "Fundraising Coneulting."
The Party's accompanying amendmernt explaing that the purpese af thie dizbursemeant was "Fundraiser Event “oordinator.”

Thiz dishursement was not on behalf of any specifically identfied federal candidabs.

"AF1 21222 payment to Direet Mailing Services, Inc. on 3eptember 22, 2004 for "FEA Consulting.” The Party's
accompanying amendment to thie report explaine that the purpose for this disbursernent was "Strategy Coneulting.” Thie
dizbursement was not on behalf of any specifically identified fedearal candidate.

" A 56,250 payrment to Sertingl 21 ¢n September 27, 2004 for "FEA Consulting.” The Party's accampanying amendment oo
this report explaings that the purpose far this dizburgement was "Woluntesr Coordination.” This disbursement was not an
bzhalf of any specifically identified federal candidats.

" A 5185 payment e Anna Thompson on September T, 2004 for "Admin - Professional Senvices." The Party's accompanying
amendment to this report explains that the pumpoze for thiz disbursement wae "clercal eerices." This dishursement was
not on behalf of any specifically identified federal candidste.

" A 5360 payment e Conngr Best on September ¥, 2004 for "Admin - Professional Services." The Pany's accompanying
ameandment to this report explains that the purpoze far thig disbursement was "clencal =enices." This disbursement was
not on behalf of any specifically iderified fedeml candidate.

" A 5147 .50 payment o Jeanne Leveque on Septernber 7, 2004 for "Admin - Professional Services." The Paty'e
accompanying amendment to thiz repart explaine that the pumase for this disbursemernt was "clerical 2ervices." This
dizbursement was not on behalf of any specifically identified federal candidate.

" A 5E0 payment fe Micole Licardi on September 7, 2004 for "Admin - Professienal Sendoes” The Party's acoampanying
ameandment to this report explains that the purpoze far thig disbursement was "clencal =enices." This disbursement was
not on behalf of any specifically iderified fedeml candidate.

" A 5520 payment o Postlethrwaite & Hetterville on 3eptember 13, 2004 for "Professional Services." The Party's
accompanying amendment to this repart explaing thet the pumase for this disburzement was "Accaunting Services." Thig
dizbursement was not on behalf of any specifically identified fedearal candidate.

" A B2 TED payment to Postlethreaie & Metterville on September 17, 2004 for "Professional Services" The Pany's
accompanying amendment 1o thiz repart explainz that the pumase for this disburgement was "Accaunting Servicez." Thig
disbursement was not on behalf of any specfically identified fedeml candidats.

" A F122 50 payment o Anna Thompson on September 22, 2004 for "Profeesional Services." The Paty's accompanying
amendment to thiz report explains that the purpose for thiz disbursement was "clercal zenvices." This disbursemert was
not on behalf of any specifically identified federal candidste.

" A 5345 payment e Conner Best on September 22, 2004 for "Professional Services.” The
Fary'= accompanying amendment to thiz repart explainz that the pumase for this disbursement was "clerical =2nvices. "
Thiz dishursement was not on behalf of any specifically identfied federal candidabs.
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