FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-2
WhSHINGCTON, D, HHG)

George Platt, Treasurer

Demoactatic Executive Committee
of Florida

517 N. Calhoun Street, Box 1758

Tallahassee, FL 32302

Identification Number: CO0005561 APR 2 5 200
Reference: 12 Day Pre-General Report {10/1/00-10/18/00)
Dezar Mr. Platt:

This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the report(s)
referenced above. The review taised questions concerning certain information contained
in the report(s). An itemization follows:

-Please provide s Schedule H3 to suppori the entry reported on Line 18 of
{he Detailed Summary Page. All transfers received fom a commitiee’s
non-federal account for joint activity must be itemized on Schedule H3
regardless of the amount traneferred. 2 1.3.C. §434(H)(3)(D)

-Please clarify all expenditures made for media on Schedule(s) H4. Ifn
portion or ali of these expenditures were made on behalf of specifically
identified feders]l candidates, this amount should be disclosed on Schedules
B, E or F supporting Lines 23, 23 or 25 and include the amount, nane,
address end office sought by sach candidate. 11 CFR §§104.3(b) and 106.1

“You have made disbursements for direct mail, media, direct mail-issue -
advoca, direct mail-absentes bal and mediafconsulting fees which you have
chatacterized as exempt activitics. In order for an activity to be classified
as exempt, jt must meet the following conditions: (1) For glate cards and
sample batlots: it names at least three candidates running for ¢lection to any
public office, it is not dighibuted through public political advertising
{including broadcast media, newspapers, megazipes, end billboards}, the

content s limited to the identification of each candidate, the office or
position currently held, the office sought end party effiliation, and the costs
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allocable to federal candidates sre paid with permissible finds; (2) For
campaign materials: the activity is conducted on behalf of the party's

rominees in the general election, the materials are distributed by volunteers:
-not thit blic political adveptising, the party commities does not use

materials purchased by the national party committee or moncy iransferred
from the pationsl committee o purchase materials, the party committee
does not use fonds designated for a particular feders] candidate, a payment
from a non-federal campaign to help pay for the materials does not exceed
its allocated share of the expenses, and the costs sliocable to federal
candidates are paid with permissible funds; (3) For voter drives: the
activity is on behalf of the party’s Presidentis] and Vice Presidential
nominees, the activity does not involve the use of public political
advertising such as television, radio, newspapers, magazines, billboards or
direct mail, phote benks are operated by vohipteers (although paid
professionals may design the system, develop calling instructions and frain
gupervisors), the party committee does not use funds tmansferred by the
national party committee for voter drive activities, the party committee does
not use funds designated for a particular federal candidate, and the cost
allocable to federal candidates are paid with penmissible funds.

If the activity disclosed tm your report does not meet the definition of
wexempt” activity as described above, and if any portion of the expenditures
were made on behalf of specifically identified candidates, this amount nust
be disciosed on Schedule B or F supporting Line 23 ot 25 of the Detailed
Summary Pags as appropriate. Please provide the Commission with a4 more
detailed explanation of these activities,

-Schedule A supporting Lincs 11(a)(i} and 11{b) discloses a transfer{s)-in
from the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, the Democratic
Mational Committee and the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committes.
Schedule H4 supporting Line 21(a) reflects payments for direct mail,
media, direct mail-issue advocs, direet mail-absentee bal, madia/consalting --
fees, vard signs and printing signs. Please be advised that a state or local
party commnittee may pay for campaign materisls (such as bumper stickers)
ot are distributed by volunteers in connection with activity on behalf of
the party’s nominses in 8 geners! election. Payments for this fype of
activity are exempt from the definition of a comtribution or expenditure if
certain conditions are met. The conditions are that ne public advertising
mey be used, including distribution by direct mail (mzilings by a
commercial vendor or from commercial lists); all funds used for the activity
must be permitted under the Act; none of the funds used may have been
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designeted for a particular candidate; and finally, payments for the activity
‘may not be made from transfers-in from the national committee 10
specifically fund the activity, For further guidance, please mefer to 11 CFR
§100.7(b)15) and (17) and to the Campaign Guide for Party Committees.

Please clarify the nature of the transfer(s)-in and subsequent payments for
the aforementioned disbursement(s). If the activity disclosed on your report
does not meet the definition of “exempt” activity a8 described above and if
gny porsion of the expenditures wets made on behalf of specifically
jdentified candidates, that amount must be disclosed on Schedule B or F
supporting Line 23 or 23 of the Detniled Summary Page as appropriate

-On Schedule H2, you have failed to eheck the Type of Activity box for
several activitics’events. Please amend your report te correct thess
omigsions. 11 CFR §104.10{z)1) '

-Schedule H2 of your report indicates that your commuittes participated in
Administrative Expense (A009), DNC List Test (ADO11), 1198 (AOOG),
Ahcentee Ballot Initiative -#1 {A012), Absentee Hallot Initative - #2
(A015), Legislative Appreciation Party 1999 {A018), Convention (A01%,
7199 (A020), 172000 {A021), and LAP 2000 (A0Z2) activities or events
during the reporting petied. However, there are no corresponding
disbursements reflected on your Schedwle H4. Note that you need not
include aetivities on Schedule H2 if there are no corresponding payments
made for the sctivity during the reporting period  If any disbursements
were incorrectly reported, you should file an amended Schedule H4 with ihe
correct unigue identifying code or title, or provide clarifying information
regarding the activities on Schedule H2.

_Ttemized disbursements must include a brief statement or description of
why the disbursements were made. Please amend Schedule(s) HY of your
_ report to clerify the following description{s); consulting fees and iy
professional fees. For further guidance regarding scceptable purposes of
dishursements, plaase refer to 11 CFR §104.3(bX3).

our EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE calculstions for Administrative/Voter
Dhive and Issue Advocacy are incorrect, EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals
for administrative and voter drive costs are derived by aggrepating all
dishursements during the calendar year for the whole Administrative/Voter
Drive category. EVENT YEAR-TC-DATE totals for fundraising, dmwect
candidate support, and exempt activities are derived by eggregating all
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disbursements during the calendar year within a_specific event. These
should be calculated by adding the latest disbursement for @ category or
event to the previous EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE total for that category or
event. This tupning EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE total should be disclosed
after each disbursement is listed. Please amend your report by providing
the correct EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals.

-Schedules H2 and H4 disclose 100% federal activity, Please be advised
that by definition, this activity does not qualify as 2 shated expense to be
alfocated between your federal and mon-federsl accounts. This activity
ehould be itemized on a Schedule B for Line 21(b) of the Detailed Summary -
Page. Any reimbursement from your committee's non-federal account for
any portion of this activity is not permissible and must be retumed. Please
amend your report to clarify this discrepancy.

-Schedule H4 of your teport discloses a disbursemeni(s) to Win 2000
Federal. Please be advised that contributions to federnl and non-federal
committees do not qualify a3 shared expenses to be allocated betwesen your
federal and non-federz! accounts. Contributions to federal commitiees
should be disclosed on a Schedule B supporting Line 23 of the Deteiled
Summary Page and centributions to non-federal cornmitiees on A separate
Schedule B supporting Line 29. Any seimbursement from your oommities's
pon-federal account for any pertion of this centribution(s} is not
permissible. 11 CFR §102.5(2)(1(1)

The Commission recommends that you immediately transfer the funds
received by your federal account, as reimbursement for the non-federal
portion, back to your non-federal account. Although the Commission may
take further legal action concerning this prohibited activity, Your prompt
action will be taken into consideration.

“Your report discloses teceipts totaling $27,017 irom ASDC/Dotlars for -
Democrat, which is a joint fundraising commiites(s) pffiliated with your
committes. Please be advised that 2 memo Schedule A must be provided to
jtemize your commitige’s share of the grose contributions received through
the joint fimdraiser(s). The emo schedule should itemize each individual
who has contributed gn sggrepate in gxcess of £200 during the calendar
year, and provide the amount of uniternized contributions received. In
addition, the memo schedule should itenize your committes's share of all
contributions from political committees, regardless of amount. 11 CFR

81021 (¢ HBYiKH)
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Please provide a Schedule F io support the eptry reported on Line 25 of the
Detailed Summary Page. Any coordinated expenditure made by a national,
state or designated party committee must be itermzed on Schedule T
rexardless of the smount expended. 11 CFR §104.3(b)(3){viii) and 2 U.S.C.
§434(b)(5)LY)

~Your report disclosed certain categories of financial activity that have been
reflected on the wrong lines of the Detailed Summary Page. Contributions
from other political committees and transfers from affilisted/other party
committees should be properly disclosed on a separate Schedule(g) A,
supporting Line(s) 11{c} and 12 of the Detailed Summary Fage. Please
refer to the instructions contmined on the forms to determine the proper
sategorization when preparing your next filing.

-You have previously indicated that your cornmittes has been using "best
efforte” to obtain the occupation and name of employer for each
contributor,  However, an increasing number of entries lack this
information.  Please amend your report by supplying the omitted
information or providing an explanation of your efforts in this regard. 11
CFR §8104.3(a)(4)(i) and 104.7

Be advised that you have used an incorrect commuttes identification
mumber on the Summary Page of your report(s). Please file all future
reports and correspondence using your comegt identification mumbet,
CO0005561, to avoid potentizl errcrs in entering your reports onto the
public record.

A writien response or AN amendment to your origina repori(s) cotrecting the above
problem(s) should be filed with the Federal Flection Commission within fifteen (15) days
of the date of this leter. I you need assistance, please fee] free to contact me oA OUT
toll-free number, (B00) 424-9530 {at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the Reports
Analysis Division}. My local number is (2023 6%4-1130. L

Sincerely,

ol

Andrew J. Dodson
Assistant Branch Chief,
Party/Non-Party Branch
219 Reports Analysis Division







