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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

May 15, 2012

KELLY LAWLER, TREASURER 
WHELAN FOR CONGRESS 
7447 NORTH FIRST STREET, SUITE 201 
FRESNO, CA 93720 
   
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER: C00506709 
   
REFERENCE: YEAR-END REPORT (01/01/2011 - 12/31/2011) 
   
Dear Treasurer:

Response Due Date

06/19/2012

This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the report(s) 
referenced above. This notice requests information essential to full public disclosure of 
your federal election campaign finances. Failure to adequately respond by the 
response date noted above could result in an audit or enforcement action. 
Additional information is needed for the following 2 item(s):

1. Schedule A of your report discloses one or more contributions that appear to 
be from limited liability corporation(s) (LLC) (see attached).  11 C.F.R. 
§110.1(g) allows the receipt of contributions from LLCs providing the LLC is 
treated as a partnership for tax purposes, and has not elected to be treated as a 
corporation by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). Both LLCs that claim 
corporate status and those that publicly traded would be treated as corporations 
for FECA purposes.
   
Please amend your report to clarify if the LLCs in question are treated as 
partnerships. If any apparently prohibited contribution in question was 
incompletely or incorrectly disclosed, you must amend your original report 
with clarifying information.
   
If you have received prohibited contributions, you must make a refund. (11 
CFR § 103.3(b)(1)) The refund must be made within 30 days of the treasurer 
becoming aware of the illegality of the contribution. (11 CFR § 103.3(b)(2))
   
If you have not already done so, please inform the Commission of your 
corrective action immediately in writing and provide a photocopy of any 
refund checks. Refunds must be reported on a Schedule B supporting Line 
20(a) of the report covering the period in which the refund was made. (11 CFR 
§ 104.8(d)(4))
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Although the Commission may take further legal action concerning the 
acceptance of prohibited contributions, your prompt action to refund the 
prohibited amount will be taken into consideration.

2. When a committee reports receiving a loan from the candidate, it is 
necessary to clarify whether or not the candidate used personal funds or 
borrowed the money from a lending institution or some other source. Please 
amend your report to indicate whether the loan is from the candidate's personal 
funds or if he/she obtained the loan from a bank loan, brokerage account, credit 
card, home equity line of credit, or other line of credit.
   
If the candidate loan was obtained from a lending institution, you must also file 
a Schedule C-1 with the Commission, providing the name of the lending 
institution and the complete terms of the loan between the candidate and the 
lending institution. Schedule C-1 can be downloaded from the FEC website at 
http://www.fec.gov, or requested through the FEC Faxline at (202) 501-3413. 
Electronic filers must submit the Schedule C-1 electronically.
   
If the loan(s) was from personal funds, please acknowledge that fact in an 
amendment to this report. It is important to note that "personal funds" is strictly 
defined by Commission Regulations. See 11 CFR §100.33.

Please note, you will not receive an additional notice from the Commission on this 
matter. Adequate responses must be received by the Commission on or before the due 
date noted above to be taken into consideration in determining whether audit action 
will be initiated. Failure to comply with the provisions of the Act may also result in an 
enforcement action against the committee. Any response submitted by your committee 
will be placed on the public record and will be considered by the Commission prior to 
taking enforcement action. Requests for extensions of time in which to respond will 
not be considered.
   
Electronic filers must file amendments (to include statements, designations and reports) 
in an electronic format and must submit an amended report in its entirety, rather than 
just those portions of the report that are being amended.

If you should have any questions regarding this matter or wish to verify the adequacy 
of your response, please contact me on our toll-free number (800) 424-9530 (at the 
prompt press 5 to reach the Reports Analysis Division) or my local number (202) 
694-1161.
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Sincerely,
 
 
 
 
Christopher Whyrick
Senior Campaign Finance Analyst
Reports Analysis Division

480
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Excessive, Prohibited, and Impermissible Contributions
Whelan for Congress (C00506709)

Contributor Name Date Amount Election
California Pistachio, LLC 12/6/11 $2,500.00 G2012
California Pistachio, LLC 12/6/11 $2,500.00 P2012
Klepper Ag Harvesting, LLC 12/31/11 -$2,500.00 P2012
Klepper Ag Harvesting, LLC 12/31/11 $2,500.00 G2012
Klepper Ag Harvesting, LLC 12/31/11 $2,500.00 P2012
Klepper Ag Harvesting, LLC 12/31/11 $2,500.00 P2012
Rocha Goat Dairy 12/6/11 $300.00 P2012

Excessive Contributions from Individuals
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