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July Quarterly Report (4/1/98 - 6/30/08)

Dear Mr. Ryan:

1 received your letter dated Semtember 16, 1958 coneerning our most rocent Form 3X filing, A
copy of your letter ig attached. If, aficr reviewing this regponse letter, you have further questions
concerning our teporting, pleasc do not hesitat 10 contact me in wriling ot by telephome.

Before T respond to the individual items in your letter, 1 wonld like (¢ give you some background
information which may help you better underztand our position. 531 Political Action Committee
was Tormed at the direction of the partmers of Stroock & Stroock & Tavan LLF, a law finn based
in New Yark City. Since the law firm is a partnership and not a corporation or labor
orgamization, the PAC i not a "cemnected orgenization” as delined in the regulations. [lowever,
the PAC docs not solicit funds from 1he general public or, in fact, from myone other than the
partnets of Ytroock. Consequently, the PAC's administrative costs are ncgligibie, consisting
primarily of cxpenses rclated to our FEC filings. However, as anall a8 these may be, it aprpears
that 1 have not rellected these expenses in iy most rocent filing, Therefore, I will prompidy
amend ot Form 3X filing to correctly reflect theae expenses.

With respect to our conttibution to the Campaign of Renjamin Gilman, [ see that 1 mustakenly
designated the most recent contribution a5 for the primary. The amendment will rilect a
redesipnation of the most recent contribution as heing for the general clection and T will so advise
Citizens for Gilman.
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[ anticipate filing the amendment on or before September 23, LGOSE,
Thank you for bringing these matters 1o my attention,
Very truly yours,

7

ames L. Pums
Treasurer

Enclosure
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Identification Mumber; CR0297184
Reference; July Quarterly Report (4/1/98-6/30/%F)
Dear Mr. Bumns:

This letter is prompted by the Commission’s preliminary review of the report(s)
referenced abave. The review raised guestions conceming certain information contained
it the report(s). An itemization follows: - -

Schedule- B of your report (pertinent-portion(s) attached} discloses a
contribution(s) which appears to.exceed the limits set forth in the Act. 2
F.8.C. §441a{a) precludes a multicandidate committee and itz affiliates
from making a contribution 10 & candidate for faderal office in excess of
%5,000 ver clection.

If the contribution{s) in question was incompletely or incorrectly disclosed,
you should amend your original report with clarifying information. If you
have made an excessive contribution, you should notify the recipient and
request a refund of the amount in excess of $5,000 andfor notify the
Tecipient in writing of your redesignation of the gontribution, In the best
juterest of your copvmiitee, all refunds and redesignations should be made
within sixty days of the treasuret’s receipt of the contribution{s).

Please inform fhe -Commission of your cotrective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy: of the refond request sent to the. recipient
committee(s). In addition, any refunds should be disclosed on Schedule A
supparting Linc 16 of the report covering the period during which they are
received. - Any tedesignations should be disclosed as rmemo cntries an
Schedule B supporting Line 23 of the report covering the period during
which the rodesignation is made. 11 CFR §110.1(k) '




Although the Commission may take further legal action regarding the
excessive contxibution(s), your prompt action in cbigining a refund and/or
redesignating the contribution(z) will be taken into consideration,

Your report discloses no payments for administrative expenses.
Administrative expenses are payments made for the purpose of operating a
political committee including, but nof Iimited to, rent, utilities, salaries,
telephone service, office equipment and supplies. Any such payments to a
person aggregating in excess of $200 in a calendar year st be disclosed
on Schedule B, supporting Line 21(b) of the Detailed Summary Page. 2
U.S.C. §434(b)(5) If these expenses arc being paid by & connected
organization, yoar Statement of Organization must be amended to reflect
this relationship. 2 U.5.C. §433(bX2) In addition, if expenses have been
incurred but not pajd in a. reporting period, the activity should be disclosed
as a debt on Schedule I, if the obligation is $500 or more, or outstanding
for sixty days or more. 11 CFR §104.11

Any poods or setvices provided fo your commitiee by a person, except
volunteer activity {i.e., a person's time), would be considered an in-kind
contribution from that person, and would be subject to the disclosyre
requirements of 2 U.S.C. §434(b)3) and 11 CFR §104.13, and the
limitations and prohibitions of 2 U.S.C. §§441aand 441b.

Clarification regarding administrative expenses should be disciosed during
gach two year election cvcle bepinning with the {irst report filed in the
non-election year. Pleasc verify that all expenses referenced sbove (ie.,
eent, salaries, wtilities, etc.) have been adequately disclosed. If these
services have been provided by volunteers, please confirm this it writing.

A written responge or an amendment to your original repori(s) correcting the above
problem(s) should be filed with the Federal Election Commission within fifteen (15) days
of the date of this lsiter. If you need assistance, please feel {toe to contact me on our
loil-free mumber, (§00) 424-9530. My local oumber is (202) 694-1130.

AR

Edward D, Ryan

Repaorts Analyst
209 Reports Analysis Division
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