FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISHION xQ2
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

Collean MeGuigan, Treasurer

Democratic Party of Wiscongin Federal Account

222 State Street #400 MEY 23 200
Madison, W1 53703

Identification Number: C00019331
Reference: 30 Day Post-General Report {10/19/00-11/27/00)
Dear Ms. MeGuigen:

This letter is prompted by the Commission's, preliminary review of the rapori(s)
referenced ahove. The review raised questions concerning certain information contained
ip the report(s). An itemization follows:

Schedule A of your report (pertinent portion(s) attached; dizcloses B
conttibutionfs) from an organization(s) which is not a political committes
registered with the Commission. In order for your committee to accept
contributions from unregistered organizations into accounts used to
influence federal elections, your committes should take steps to insure that
the contributor(s) used permissible funds to make the comttibution(s) to
avoid violating 2 U.5.C. §§441a(f) and 441b or 11 CFR §102.5(k). Under
11 CFR §102.5(h), organizations which are not pofitical committees under
the Act and choose to contribute to federal committees must either: 1)
establish a separate account which containg only thoze funds permitied
under the Act, or 2 demonstrate through a reasonable accounting method
that the organization has received sufficient funds subject t¢ the limitations
and prohibitions in order to make the contribution.

If the contribution{s)} in question was incompletely or incorrectly disslosed,
you should smend your original report with clarifying information. In
addition, please clarify whether the contribution(s) received from the
referenced organization(s) is permissible. To the extent that your
committee bas received impermissible funds, the Commission recommends
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that you trapsfer the impermissible funds to an account not used to
inftuence federal elections or refund the impermissible amount(s} to the
donot(s) in accordance with 11 CFR §103.3(b). In order to protect fhe
donor's interests, the Commission recommends that you inform the
contributor(s) in writing to provide the donor(s) with the option of
receiving a refund or granting written authorization for a transfer to
ancther account.

Please inform the Commission of your corrective action immediately in
writing and provide a photecopy of your check for the transfer-out or
refund. Should you choose to transfer-out or tefund the contribution(s},
the Commission will presume the funds were impermissible 1f no statemant
from your committee provides information to the contrary. Transfers-out
and refunds should be disclosed on a Schedule B supparting Line 22 or 28
of the repart covering the period during which the transaction was made.

Although the Commission may take further Jegal action concerning the
acceptance of prohihited contributions, prompt action by your commuttes in
transferring-out or refunding the ameounts wili be taken into consideration.

.Schedule A of your teport (pertinent portion(s) attached) discloses a
contribuntion(s) which appears to cxceed the limits set forth in the Aet. 2
U.S.C. §441a(f) and 11 CFR §110.1(d) preclude a committez and ifs
affilistes from receiving contributions from another political committes Of
person in excess of $5,000 per calendar year.

If the contribution(s} in question was incompletely or ingorrectly dizclosed,
you should amend your original report with the clarifying information. If
the contbution{s) you recsived exceeded the limits, you must seek
reattribution of the contributien pursuant to 11 CFR §1 10.1{k), transfer-out
the amount in excess of $3,00K to an account not used to influence faderal
elections ot refund the excessive amount to the donon(s) in accordance with
11 CFR §102.3(b}). . In the best intersst aof your comrnittee, all reattmbutions,
pansfers-our, and refunds should be made within gixty deys of the
treasurer's receipt of the contribution{s). In order to protect the donor's
interests, the Commission recommends that you inform the contributar{s) in
writing to provide the dooor(s) with the option of granting written
authorization for a reattribution or transfer-out to another account or
receiving & refund.
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Please inform the Commission of your comective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for the iransfer-out or
refund. In addition, any reattributions should be reported as memo entries
on Schedule A of the report covering the period during which the
authorization for the resttribution is received. Any transfers-out or refunds
ghould be disclosed on Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 28 of the report
during which the transaction was made.

Although the Commission may take further legal action regarding the
acceptance of an excessive coniribution(s), propt action by your
commrittes to seck reattribution, transfer-out or refund the excessive amount
will he taken into consideration.

_Schedulz A for supporting Line 17 of the Detailed Summary Fage
{pertinent portion(s] attached) discloses a receipt for $6,201 from an
wynknown source.” Please be advised that an anonymous contribution is
limmited to $50. Any amount in excess of $50 may not be used for federal
election purposes and should be transferred fo mn account not used to
influence federal elections 11 CFR §110.4(a)(3)

-Commission Regulations require that a commiftee disclose the
identification of all individuals whe contribute in excess of 5200 in a
calendar year. {11 CFR §104.3(a)(4)(()} Identification for an individual is
defined as the full name, mailing address, occupation and mame of
gmployer. (11 CFR §100.12) Your meport discloses contmbutions from
individuals for which the identification is not complete.

You must provide the missing information, or if you are unable to do so,
you must demonstrate that “best efforts™ have been used to chiain the
infonnation. To establish “best efforts,” you must provide the Conimigsion
‘with @ detailed description of your procedures for requesting the
information. Establishing “best efforts™ is a three-fold process.

First, your original solicitation must include a clear and conspicuous request
for the contributor information and must inform the contributor of the
requirements of federal law for the reporting of such mfermation. {11 CFR

§104.7(2)1))
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Second, if the information is not provided, you must make one follow-up,
gtand alone effort to obtain this information, regardless of whether the
contribution(s) was solicited or not. This effort must accur no later than 30
davs after receipt of the contribution and may be in the form of 8 written
request or an oral request documented in writing. (11 CFR & 104.7(bX2))
The request must:

clearly ask for the missing information, without soliciting & contribution,
inform the contributor of the requirements of federal law for the -
reporting of such information, and

e if the request is written, include a pre-addressed post card or return
envelope.

Third, if you receive contributor snformation after the comniribution{s) has
been reported, you shall either a) file with your next regularly schedulad
report, an amended memo Schedule A listing all the contributions for which
additional information was received; or b} file on or before your next
regularly scheduled reporting date, amendments to the report(s) originaily
disclosing the contribution(s). (11 CFR E104.7(0)(4))

Plcase provide the missing information or a detailed description of your
procedures for requesting the information. For more information on
demonstrating “best efforts,” please refer to the Campaign Guide.

. Schedule H4 of your report discloses activity which is described as
“Exempt - volumesr visibility,” “Exempt - voluntear phone leasehack™;
“Exempt - volunteer phones;” “and “Exemmpt - volunteer phone bank.”
Bowever, all of these activities are categorized as being adoinistrative in
nature. Please clarify this apparent discrepancy and, if necessary provide &
Schedule H2.

Your EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE calculations for Administrative/Vater
Drive are jncomect, EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals for adminiztrative
and voter drive costs are derived by aggregating all disbursements during
the calendar year for the whole Admimstrative/Voter Dmve category.
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals for fundraising, direct candidate suppor,
and exempt activities are derived by aggregating gll disbursements during
the calendar year within a specific gvent. These should be calculated by
adding the latest disbursement for a categery of event to the previous
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EVENT YEAR-TCQ-DATE total for that category or event. This nunning
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE total should be disclosed after cach

dishursement is listed. Please amend your report by providing the correct
EVENT YEAR-TQO-DATE totals.

_Please amend your report by providing the address for each dishursement
jtemized on Schedule H4 supporting Line 2ta,

-Schedule A supporting Line 12 discloses a transfer{s)-in from the
Demoaratic National Committes. Schedules B and H4 supporting Lines
21¢a)y and 21(b) reflect payments for apparent exempt activities . Please be
adviced that a state or lecal party commiitee may pay for campaign
materials {such as bumper stickers) that are distributed by volunteers in
comiection with activity on behalf of the party’s nominees in a general
election. Payments for this type of activity are exempt from the definition
of o contribution or expenditure if certain conditions are met. The
conditions are that no public advertising may be used, including distribution
by direct mail (raailings by 2 commercial vendor or from commercial lists);
gl funds used for the activity must be permitted under the Act, none of the
funds ysed may have been designated for a particular candidate; and finally,
payments for the activity may not be made from transfers-in from the
national committee to specifically fund the activity. For further guidance,
please refer to 11 CFR §100.7(b)X 15} and (17} and to the Carmpaign Guide
for Party Cornmittees.

Please clarify the nature of the transfer(s)-in and subsequent payments for
the aforementioned disbursement{s}. 1 the activity disclosed on your report
doss nat meet the definition of “exempt” activity as described above and if
any portion of the expenditures were made on behalf of specifically
identified candidates, that amount must be disclosed on Schedule B or F
supporting Lins 23 or 25 of the Detailed Summary Page as appropriate.

—Payments made to credit card companies must identify the original vendors
from which you have purchzsed an item or service if your payments to these
vendors have exceeded $200 this year. Flease amend your report by
providing the mailing address, date, amouni and purpose of such payments
as required by 11 CFR §104.9(b).

-Your report erroneously discloses transfers-in from the non-federal account
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on 2 Schedule A for supporting Line 18 of the Detailed Summary Pags;
rather, this transfer(s) shauld be disclosed on a supporting Schedule H3.
Please amend your report to disclose this activity on the correct schedule.

A written response or an amendment to your original report(s) comrecting the above
problem{s) should be filed with the Federal Election Commission within fifteen (13) days
of the datz of this letter, I you need assistance, please feel free to comtact me on out
toll-free number, {§00) 424-9530 (at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the Reports
Analysis Divigion). My local number iz (202) §94-1130.

Sincerely,

(ndisa. 5. ldkirea

Andrea 8, Wilkens
Senior Reports Analyst
266 Reparts Analysis Divigion
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