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July 20, 2005

BY ELECTROHIC DELIVERY

Edhward 0. Ryan

Campaipn Finange Analyst
Reports Analysis Divisian
Federal Election Commission
Y E Street, MOV,
Waehington, D2, 20483

Fe: Letber dated June 15, 2003, regarding Amended September Monthly Report [50109-58531/04) Aled on May 26, 200 |

Cwzar hir. Byan:

2n behalf my glignt, the Republizan Party of Louisiana ("the Party”), | am wnting in responss to the Commission's
letber dabed Jung 15, 2005, regarding the Farty's Amended September Monthly Report (301104-8,31/04), which it filed on
May 258, 2005

First, the Commizzion asked for & clarification of the additional receipts listed on the Pary's Amended September
Monthly Report. From August 5, 2004, through August 23, 2004, the Party transferred a total of 315, 266.08 from its
nonfederal account toe its federal aceount. Due B a technical proklem with the Party's campaign finanee softaare, Che
tranzfer did nat appear on the Party's the anginal September Monthly Report, which was filed an Septembear 20, 2004,

Serond, the Commission requestad clanfication of whether dishursements lisked on Schedule B were payments for public
communications that gualified as expenditures, exempt party activities, or federal election activitiee. "Public
cammunications" include messages in @ broadcast, cable or zatellte communication; newspaper;, magazine; cutdoor
advertizing facility; ma=s mailing or kelephone bank to the general public; or any ather form of general public

political adverising. See2 USC 4510220 11 G F.R 100268 They do not include cemmunications over the

Internet. See 2U.5.C 4312011 CFR 10026,

To list a public communisation payment properly on a Federal Election Commission disclosure form, a State party
committee must analvze the cortent of the message. A dishursemert for a public communication that refers o a clearly
identified candidate for federal office and that promotes, supports, attacks, or oppozes any federal candidate
canstitutes a "federal election activity." See 2 U.ES 431[20)0AMi0N; 11 CF.R. 100.24b)[3]. The payment must

b= lisked on Schedule B supparting Line 30(0). See 2 US.C. 431(20% 11 <. F.RE. 10024; F.E <. Instructions far Form
2 (Dee. 20043,

Altematively, payment for a public communication cortaining express advacacy - a message that advacates the elaction or
defeat of & clearly identified candidabz - must be disslosed as an independent expenditure on Scheduls E supporting Line
24, See2 US T 4310017 WA)L 11 CF.R. 100.22&); F.E.C. Instructions for Fomm 3X (Dec. 2004). Dishursemerts for
cetrtain party activities, howewver, such ae the digtribution of slate cards, the dissemination of campaign materals by
volunteers, and "get-out-thewote" drives for Presidential nominees, are exempt from the "expenditurs" definition. See

11 CFERE 100140, 100,147, and 100.145. The payments may be reported as "federal operating expenditures” on
Schedule B supporting line 21(h). See 11 CFR. 100140, 100147, ang 100.14%; F.E.C. Instrudticns far Form 2% (Dec.
200d). See also Campaign Guide foer Palitical Pamy Committees, af 38 (Aug. 2004).

The Party disclosed the following disbursements on Line 30(R) of iz irst Amended September Monthly Report.
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" A 53,000 payment to Gileg & Aszociates on August 27, 2004, The pumose of the disbursement was for an "FEA Valunteer
Mass Mail." The paymert qualified as an exempt volurteer adtivity. Thereforg, the Party disclosed the dishursemert on
Line 21¢h) of the accompanying amendment o the 3eptember WMonthly Report.

" A 51544 payment to Digital FX on August 12, 2004, The purpoee of the dishursement was for an "FEA Film Crew" to
videa-record a congressional candidate forum. The payment was not for any specifically identified federal candidate.
Therefore, the Fary properly reported the disbursement on Ling 30(k5;.

" A 514 507 &0 pavment to Frankin Direct & Mail Printing on August 24, 2004, The purpose of the disbursement was for

an "FEA Voluntear Mass WMail." The paymeant qualified as an exempt volunteer activity. Therefore, the Party dizclosed

the dishursemert on Ling 21{R) of the accompanying amendment k2 the September Monthly Report.

Third, the Commiesion has asked the Party to clarify all expenditures made for a "Facility Rental" on Schedule B and
Schedule H of the Amended September Monthly Repaort filed on May 26, 2005,

" 0 Schedule B, the Pamy's repon listed a 52 000 pavment to Barkara Bonnoitt on August 4, 2004, The purpese of the
disbursement was listed as a "Facilty Rental" |0 response o the Commission's reguest, the Pamy has amended the
pumase of disbursement to clarify that the payment was for an office rental. The Pary did not rent the facility on

bzhalf of any specifically identified federal candidats.

" 0N Schedule B, the Fary's repor listed a 51,299, 28 payment to the Holiday Inn - Holidome on August 11, 2004, The
pumose of the digbursement was listed az a "Facility Rental." In responge to the Commission's request, the Party has
amended the purpese of diebursement to clarify that the payment was for 3 State Party Corvention. The Party did not
rert the facility on behalf af any specifically identified federal candidate.

" 0N Schedule HY, the Party's report listed & 1,268 payment to Jacouin Grand Children, LLS on August &, 2004, The
pumose of the disbursement was listed as a "Facility Bental.” In respense o the Commission's reguest, the Party has
ameandad the purpose of disburzement 1o clarify that the payment was for an office rental. The Party did not rert the
office on behalf of any specifically identfied federal candidats.

" 0n Schedule HA, the Party's report lisked a $1,225 payment o R&& Popertises, LLC on August 5, 2004, The purpose of
the dishursement was listed as a "Facility Rental." In responge to the Commission's request, the Party has amended the
pumase of disburzement to clarify that the payment was for an office rental. The Pary did not rent the office an

b=half of any =pecifically identified federal candidate.

" 0 Schedule HY, the Party's report listed 4 BG4 pavment to The Storage Center on August 11, 2004, The purpoese of the
disbursement was listed as a "Facilty Rental" |0 response o the Commission's reguest, the Pamy has amended the
pumase of disbursement to clarify that the payment was for afice =torage rental. The Party did not rert the storage
space on behalf of any specifically idertified fedeml candidate.

" 0n Scheduls HY, the Party's report listed 2 3,850 payment to R&C Fmpertiss, LLS on August 16, 2004, The purpose of
the dishursement was listed as a "Facility Rental." In responge to the Commission's request, the Party has amended the
pumase of disburzement to clarify that the payment was for an office rental. The Pary did not rent the office an

behalf of any =pecifically identified federal candidabe.

Fimally, the Commissien requested a alanfication of the terms "Congulting, Fundraising Expenss, and Prof. Ser. -
Administratic[n]," which the Party u=ed to describe dizbureements listed an Schedule B and Schedule HA of its Amended
September Morthly Report, filed on May 22, 2005, The Farty's report listed 2leven dishursements with thess
descriptions:

" A FE04.12 payment to Kivas Ristoranke on Auguet 26, 2004, for a "Fundraising Expense." The Party's accompanying
amendmeant explains that the purpose of this disbursement was for "FoodTrink for Fundraiser." Thiz disbursement was not
&N behalf of any specifically identified fecderal candidate.

" A 5265 payment e Messinger Piatures on August 26, 2004, for a "Fundraising Expense.” The Party's accompanying
amandment explains that the purpose of this disbursemernt was for @ "Phatcgrapher far Fundraiser” This dizbursement was
not on behalf of any specifically iderified fedeml candidate.

" A FE31.TT payment to Martha Belchic on August 26, 2004, for a "Fundraising Expense." The Party's accompanying
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amendment explains that the purpose of thig disbursemert was for "FoodDrink for Fundraiger.”" Thig disbursemert was not
on bhehalf of any specifically identified federal candidate.

" A FEED 10 payment o Carlean Wagonlit Travel on August 8, 2004 for 8 "Fundraising Expenee." The Paty's accompanying
amendment explaing that the purpese of this dishursement wae for "AifareFundraicer Speaker.” Thiz dishursement wae
not on behalf of any specifically identified federal candidste.

" A 51,552 .48 pavment to Louisiana Aircraft, [ne. on August B, 2004, for a "Fundraising BExpense.” The Party's
aceompanying amendment explains that the purposs of this dishursemnent was fer "AifareFundraiser Speaker.” This
dizbursemeant was not on behalf of any specifically identified fedaral candidate.

" A 51,552 .48 payment to Louisiana Aircrft, Ine. on August 28, 2004, for 2 "Fundmaising Expense." The Party's
accompanying amendment gxplains that the purposs of this dishursemert was for "AifaeFundraiser Speaker.” This
digbursement was nat on behalf of any specifically identified federal candidate.

" A 51000 payment to Direct Mailing Services, Inc. on August 18, 2004, for "Consulting.” The Party's acoompanying
amendmeant explains that the purpose of this disbursement was for "Strabegy Cansulting.” This disburzemernt was not an i
b=half of any specifically identified federal candidare.

" A 515,25 payment 0 Scott Sewell on August 18, 2004, for & "Fundraising Expense.” The Pamy's aceompanying amendment
explains that the purpose of thiz disbursement wag for "Photagraphy’Phone Expense far Fundraizer.” This disburszsment

was not on behalf of any specifically identfied federal candidats.

" A BETS payment ke Connor Best on August 20, 2004, for a "Prof. Ser - Administratio[n]" The Farty's accompanying

amendment explaing that the purpese of this dishursemert wae for "clerical servicee." Thie dizbursement was nat on

behalf of any epecifically identified federal candidate.

" A 957 50 payment to Jeanne Leveque on August 20, 2004, for a "Prof. Ser. - Administratio[n]." The Party's

accompanying amendment explains that the purposs of this disbursement was for "glencal senvices." This dishursement

was not &n behalf of any speaifically identified federal candicdate.

" A 379 payment o Connor Bast on August 26, 2004, fara "Prof. Sar. - Adminigtratio[n]." The Party'=s accompanying

amendment explaing that the purpese of this dishursemert was for "glerical services." This disbursement was not on

behalf of any specifically identified federal candidatbs.

If vou have questians or require additional information, please do nat hesitate bo contact me at (202) 756-B00S.

Sincersly,

EBobby R. Burchfigid

MCDERMOTT WILL & EMERY LLF
SO0 Thireenth Strest, KW
Washington, 0/C. 20005-3006
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