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Winons County Republican Committee MU IS Al 29
Attn. Panl Sichenaler
RER 1 Hox 37
Minneisks, MN 55910.9716
Janpary 11, 2002

Federal Electipns Cormmission
Attn John D, Gibson

009 E Street N. W
Washington, [T 20463

Dear M3 Amtcimetie:
Diear Jehn Gibsin:

1 am truly sorry that you are not genting your mal). Enclosed i a letter that I mailed to your office
on Oretober 29, 2001, This is the last comrespondence you will get from me as there is nething to
explain or verify. The forms explain everything and if your English and mine are different 1
cannot help that, Tt the form said it is a closing of a campaign committee on the loca] fevel then
that i3 what it 13.

We are enclosing the FINAL REPORT of this committee as we will not be contributing aty
monies 1o amy Federal candidates in the fuhomre.

Thank yeu for your time and by the way T will not report the sending of this report as an expense
because you couldo’t understand the expense aoyway.

Thark you for your copsidaration

Jﬂ%
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION |
WATHINGTON, 0.0 20964 RQ'E

Janmuary 3, 2002

Papl Sicbenaler, Treasurer

Winona County Republican Committee
af Minnesota

ER 1 Box 37

Minneiska, MM 55010

ldentification Wumber:  CO0361048 _
Reference:  October Quarterly {1/1/00-9/30/00) and 30 Day Post-Cicneral { 10/1/00-
1172704} Repotts

Dear Mr. Siehenaler:

This letter is to inform you that as of Junuary 2, 2002 the Commission hus tot

reccived your respomse to our requests for additional information dated Octaber 24, 2001.

These notices requcst information essential so full public disclosure of your federal

- election campaign finances, To ensure compliance with the provisions-of the Federal
Elsction Campaign Act (the Act}, please respond to these requests (copies enclosed).

Due to Tecent events, the United Stes Postal Service is experiencing delays in
the processing and delivery of mail for the Washington D.C. area. Conseguently, the
Federal Election Commission s not in reccipt of all incoming first-cluss mail. The
Commission recommends that you resubmit your response to this notice and consider
using alternate delivery services such ;_1:5 overnight delivery or delivéry-by courier. If

* feasible, your response can also be tand-delivered. You can venify the Comnmssion’s
receipt of any documepts submitted by your committee on the FEC wcbsiie at
wiw FEC gov,

An adr:quaté rosponse must be reesived at the Commission by Januaey 23 2002,
Adequate responscs received on or hefore this date will be taken into consideration n
determmining wheth]ar audit action will be initiswed  Requests for extenvions of time .in
which to respund will not be considered. Failure to provide an adequate respouse by
this date may result in an sudit of the committee. Failure to comply with fhe provisions of




the Act may alse result in an enforcement action against the commiliee.  Any responsc
submitted by your committee will be placed on the public record and will be sonsiderad
by the Commission prior te laking enforcement action.

Electronic filers must file smendments in an electronic format and muost subinit an
amended report in its entirety, rather than just thoge portions of the report that are being
amended. If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Antoinette
Kitchen on our toll-free number, (3007 424-9530 (at the prompt press 1, then press 2 W0
reach the Reports Analysis Division), our Jocal number is (202) 694-1130.

Sincerely,

ohn D. Gibson
Assistant Staff Dircotor
Reports Analysis Division

Encloaures
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Winona County Republican Committee e J.Im 15 AN29
Attn, Paul Siehensler
RE 1 Box 37
Minneiska MM 55910-9715
Oetober 292, 2001

Federal Elections Commission
Atin Antoinetts Kitchen

900 E Street N. W,
Washington, DC 20463

Drear M3 Antoinette;

1 do not knaw how | can explain things more cleardy. The three emized receipts on the schedule
A- state that these were ginte commitiees that dissohved, quit, wemt kaput end the state law allows
them to give their leftover funds to a political comimittes.

The next schedule A you have the bottons three items AK. This was billboards and paper thet
was B paper transaction to balance the booke. You give in-kind goods then they pay for them
atherwise the books would be off by twice the ameunt posted.

Apparently my intelligence leaves sometiing to be desired, for in your second paragraph you talk
about (event) What is an event in this regards? Tf you are talking about the election ar campaign

As far as the starting balance, you answered that yourself. The starting balance was from
contributions of less than 104 each donated by the local people. I have talked with your people
several times with guestions and they do not know the mnswers either. If you used 2 bittle
conmmon sense we could sava a lot of confisien. Your forms are the Isast understoed of atry the
U'S government have put out or should | say you have put out. I tried to use your program of on
line reporting and it went kaput ao T am throughly disgusted with the whole meass..

Looking at anather comment you made stating that we cannet use contributions from an
unregistered committes to miluence faderal elections.. Who said that contribution or any other for
that thater was used to influence and election. Cur funds are put in the bank and they are used to
pay the bills and to be given o candidates to help them win election. We eanmark nothiog specific
for any candidate so it is hard to say that some money had an influence on amybody.

T am z volunteer treasurer doing this work in my spare time and do not have the staff or expertise
tor dos all the bidding you require and »all do the best I can in due time.




I have Jooked up some af your problems and cannot do what you ask as thers is no place like
what you describe. The other jtema J have done the best T can and if you would look at the
previous schedules sent in you would find the angwera 1o some of the questicns you posed. The
add in the papers was all the same and a copy of one of the papers it enclosed.

I do not underatand what your problem is with a smefl organization £uCh as ours when formrer
president clinton was the biggest cheat on campaign finance and ke didn’t even get his hands
slapped for the milliens of dollars ke took in illegal fils. He just lies his way out,

Thanis for your trouble

Sincerely

A

Pragl Siebenaler Treasurer
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RG-2
WASHENGETN, DG, 2053

Paul Siehenaler, Treasurer
Winona County Bepullican Commitiee
of Minnesota
RR. 1 Box 37 gcT 24 2l

Minneiska MN 35910

Identification Number: CO0301048

Refarence: October Ouarterly Report {1/1/00-8/30:00)
Dear Mr. Sichenaler.

This letter s prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the repori(s)
ceferenced above. The review raisad questions concerning certain information contained
in the report(s). An itemization follows:

_Political committees which have cash on hand at the time of registration
must disclose the source of the funds, The balance i assumed fo be
composed of those contributions most tecently received by the committee
prior to registration. Please identify the source of these contributions on a
memo Schedule A, 11 CFR §104.12

Schedile A of your report (pertinent portion(s) attached) discloses a
contribution(s) from an organization{s} which is not a political cormmities
registered with the Commussion. In order for your committee to accept
contributions from unregistered orpanizations into accounts used to
influence federal elections, your committee should take steps to msure that
the contributot{s) used permissible funds to make the contrbution(s) to
avoid violating 2 US.C. §§441atf) and 441b or 11 CFR §102.5(b). Under
11 CER §102.5(b), organizations which are not political committees under
the Act and choose to contritute to federal committees must sither: 1)
estzblish a separate account which contains only those funds pertmitted
ander the Act, ot 2} dempenstrate through a Teasonable accounting method
that the orpanization has received sufficient funds subject to the lirmitations
and prohibitions in order to make the comtribution.

If the contribution(s) in question was incompletely or incorrectly disclosed,




you should amend wour criginal report with glanfying information. In
addition, please clarify whether the contribution(s) received from the
referenced organization(s) is permissible.  To the extent that Yyour
committes has received impenmissible funds, the Commission recommends
that you transfer the impermissible funds to an account mot used to
infisence federal elections or refund the impermissible amount(s) to the
donor(s) in accordance with 11 CFR §103.3(b). In order to protect the
donor's interests, the Commission recommends that you inform the
contributer{s) in. writing to provide the donor(s) with the option of TECEIVINg
a refund or granting wTitten authorization for = transfer to ancther account.

Please inform the Commission of your corrective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for the transfer-out or
refund. Should you choose to ransfer-out or refund the gontribution(s}, the
Commntiszion will presume the funds were impermissible if no statement
from your committee provides information to the contrary. Transfers-out
and refunds should be disclosed on 2 Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 23
of the report covering the period during which the transaction was made.

. Although the Commission may take further legal action poncerning the
acceptance of prohibited contributions, prompt action by your commiites in
transferring-out or refimding the amounts will be taken into consideration.

A written responst or An amendment to your original report(s) correcting the above
problem(s) should be filed with the Federal Election Commission within fifteen (13} days
of the date of this leiter. I you need assistance, please feel free to contact me on Qur
toll-free number, (300) 424-0530 (at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the Reports
Analysis Divigion). My local number is (202} 694-1130.

Sincetely,

DA~

Antoinette Kitchen
Senior Reports Analyst
271 Reports Analysis Division
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