FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-2
TWASHINGTOM, D07, 20 6]

Joe R. Amold, Treasurer
Tennesses Republican Party Federsl Election
Acct. Victory ‘96 SUN 1 2 200¢
1922 West End Avenue
Nashville, TN 37203

ldentification Number:  C00040220
Reference: Year End Report (7/1/01-12/31/01}

Dear Mr, Amold:

Thig letter is prompted by the Commission’s preliminary review of the report(s)
referenced above, The review raised questions concerning certain infonmation contained
in the report(s). An itemization follows:

Commission records indicate the name of your political committes 14
“Tennessee Republican Party Federal Election Acct Victory 967
However, your committes filed this report in the name of “Temnmessee
Republican Party”. While commiltees wmay use commmeonly recognized
abbreviations on daily communications such as letterhead and comrmittee
checks - disclosure Tepotts, amendments and other committee filings must
reflect the official name of the commities, as well as any abbreviation
within its title 11 CFR §102.2(a)(1)(i). Please amend your report{s) to
clarify this discrepancy. .

Please be advised, amry change or correction in the information previously
fijad in the Statement of Qrganization shall be repotted no later than 10
days following the date of the change or correction by filing an amended
Staternent of Organization or, if the political commuttes 15 not required to
file electronically nnder 11 CFR §104.18, by filing 2 letter noting the
change(s) 11 CFR §102.2(a}(2).

-Schedule A of your report (pertinent portion(s) attached) discloses one or
more contributions which appear to exceed the limits set forth in the Act, 2
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U.S..C. §a4la(f) and 11 CFR §110.1(d) prohibit a committee and its
affiliates from receiving any contribution from another political committze
or person in excess of $5,000 per calendar year.

If any apparently excessive contribtion in question was incompletely or
incorrectly disclosed, you mwust amend your griginal teport with the
clarifying information.

If any contribution you received exceeds the lmits, you may have 10
refund the excessive amount. The funds can be retained if within 60 days
of receipt, (1) the excessive amount was properiy reattributed to another
person, such as a joint account holder, by obtaining signed written
anthorizations from gach person making the contribution pursuant to 11
CFR 110,1(%%3), and (2) the freasurer informs the perzon making the
contribution that he ot she may request the return of the excessive portion
of the contribution if it is not intended to be 2 joint contribution. ARy
request from a donor for a refund nust he honored.

Alternatively, the funds can be retained if within 60 days of receipt you (1
transferred the excessive amount 1o 8o account not nsed to influence federal
elections, and {2) provided written notice 1o the person making the
contripution of the option of receiving a refund. Any request from a donor
for a refund must be honored.

If the foregoing conditions for reattributions ar gransfers to a mon-federal
gecount were not met within 50 days of teceipt, the axcessive amount rmst
be refunded.

Please inform the Commuission of yeur corrective action immediately
writing and provide a photocopy of vour check for any transfer-out or
refund. In addition, any neattributions should be reported as memo eniries
on Schedule A of the report covering the pericd during which the
anthorization for the reattribution is received. Amy transfers-out or refiunds
should be disclosed on Schedule B supporting Liné 22 or 28 of the report
during which the transaction was made.

Although the Cowmission may take further lepal action regarding the
acceptance of an excessive con itation(s), prompt action by your
commitiee to seek reattribution, fransfer-out or refund the excessive amount
will be taken into consideration.
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-Schedule A of your report (pertinent portion(s) attached) discloses one or
more contributions from an organization(s) which is not a pelitical
commmittes registered with the Commission. In order for your committee to
accept contributions from unregistered organizations into accounts used to
influence federal elections, your committes should take steps to msure that
the contributet{s) used permissible funds to make the contmbution(s) to
avoid viclating 2 U.S.C. §§441a(f) and 441b or 11 CFR £162.5(k). Under
11 CFR §102.5(b), organizations which are not political committees under
she Act and choose to contribute to federal commitiess must either; 1)
establish a separate account which contains only those funds permitted
under the Act, or 2) demonstraie through a reasonable acconnting method
that the arganization has received sufficient funds subject to the limitations
and prohibitions in order to make the contribution.

If any apparently prohibited confribution in question was incompletely or
incorrectly discloged, you should amend your original report with clerifying
information. In addition, please clarify whether the contribution(s} received
from fhe referenced organization(s) is permissible.

To the extent that your committee has received prohibited funds, you may

have ta make a refund. If within 30 days of receipt you (1) wansferred the
prohibited amount to an account not used to influeace federal elections, and
(2) pravided written notice to the person making the conttibution of the
option of recsiving a refund, you may retain the contribution in an account
aot used to influence federal elections. Any request from a donor for a
refimd must be honored.

If the foregoing cenditions for transfers to a pon-federal secount were not
met swithin 30 days of receipt, the prohibited amount must be refunded. See
11 CFR 103.3(b)(1).

Please inform the Commission of your cofrective action immediately in
writing and provide 2 photocepy of your check for any transfer-out of
refund. Should you chogse to transfer-out or refund the contribution(s), the
Commission will presume the funds were impermissible if no statement
from your cormniitee provides nformation to the contrary, Transfers-out
and refunds should be disclosed on a Schedule B suppetting Line 22 or 23
of the report covermy the period during which the transaction was made.

Although the Cemmission may teke further legal action concerning the
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acceptance of prohibited contributions, prompt action by your comumitice in
transferring-out or refinding the amounts will be taken into consideration.

_The totals listed on Lines 6(c), 7, 11(a)iii), 11(b), 1i(d), 19, 20, 21{a)(i),
21(a)(i), 21(c), 30 and 31, Colurm B of the Summaty and Detailed
Summary Page(s) appeat to be incomect, Please be advised that you should
add the "Calendar Year-to-Date” total from your previons report to the
current "Total This Period” figure from Column A fo derive the correct
Cotumn B totals, Please amend your report and any subsequent reports that
may be affected by this corraction. .

_Line 11(¢} of the Detailed Summary Page of your report discloses 2 total
of $53,350 in contributions from other political committees. The sum of
the entries itemized on Schedule A, however, indicates the total to be
£40,900. Pleass amend your report to clarify the discrepancy.

_Schedule A supparting Line 15 of the Detailed Summary Page discloses an
offset to sn opersting expenditure from Mational Media Inc. Howesver, it
appears the original disbursement to this vendor was mot previously
repotted by your comimnittee. Plasse amend the appropriate report(s) to
disclose the original disbursement cn the appropiate line of the Detailed
Symrnary Page or provide clarifying informatior.

_Commission Regulations require that a committee disclose the
identification of all individualz who contribute in excess of $200 in a2
calendar year. {11 CFR 5104.3(a)(4 K1) Idantification for an individual is
defined as the full name, mailing aidress, occupation and name of
employer. (11 CFR $100.12) Your eport discloses contributions from
individuals for which the identification is not complete.

You must provide the missing informatiot, or if you are unable 10 do sa,
you must demonsirate that “best efforts” have been used to obtain the
information. To establish “best efforts,” you must provide the Comumssion
with @ detailed description of your procedurss  for requesting  the
information. Eetablishing “best efforts” is three-fold process.

First, your original solicitation mbst inctude a clear and congpicuois
request for the contribotor information. and must inform the contributor of
the requiremeuts of federal law fogr the reporting of such information. (11
CFR §104.7(bX1}




TEEN'ESSEE REPUBLICAN PARTY FEDERAL ELECTION ACCT, VICTORY '26
PAGE 3

Second, if the information is not provided, you must make one follow-up,
stand alone effort to obtain this information, regardless of whether the
contribution(s) was solicited or not. This affort must occur no later than 30
days after receipt of the contribution and may be in the form of a written
request ot an oral request documented in writing. (1} CFR § 104.7(b)(2)}
The request must:

o clemly ask for the russing information, without sclicitmg  a
contribution;

o inform the comtributor of the requirements of federal law for the
reporting of such information, and

e if the request is written, include a pre-addressed post card or refurn
envelope.

Third, if vou receive contributor information after the contribution(s) has
been repotted, you shall either a) file with your next regulacly scheduled
report, an amended mermo ehedule A lsting all the contributions for which
edditional information was teceived; or b) file on or before your next
regularly scheduled reporting date, amendments [o the report(s) originally
gsaclosing the contribution(s). (11 CFR §104.7(0)(4))

Please provide the missing nformation or a detailed description of your
procedures for requesting the information. For mote information on
demonstrating “best efforts,” pleise refer to the Campaigo Guide.

_Schedule A of your repert discloses contributions from  political
committees that kil to include a full andfor recognizeble name. Reporting
only the name of the connected organization, abbreviating the name of the
committee £0 it is unrecognizable, ot using an indistinguishable perouym i
inadequate. The following contmittee names from your report need further
clarification:

Associated Builders and Contractors

Bank of America PAC [Nations Bank of Tennessee PAC]
Blue Crosa/Blue Shld PAC

Independent Medicine PAC

National Air Traffic Conirollers Associanon

Mational Rifle Association

Sprint Government Relations

UST Public Affairs Inc.
11.S. Senator Bill Frist, Yolunicer pPAL




ﬁHN%SSEE REP{UBLICAN PARTY FEDERAL ELECTION ACCT. VICTORY "9¢
GE

Please amend your report to include the missing information. 11 CFR
§6100.12, 102.14(c) and 104.3(a)(4)i1i}

_Please clarify all expenditures made for “Statesmens Dinner -
Fundraising” on Schedule(s) B. I a portion or ail of these expenditures
were made on behalf of specifically identified federal candidates, this
amount should be disclosed on Schedules B or E supporting Lines 23 or 24
and includza the amount, name, address and office sought by each candidate.
11 CFR §§104.3(b) and 106.1

Your report includes a Schedule H1 with section B (Funds Expended)
checked as well as section D (Ballot Compositien) completed. Please be
advised that a state party commitbee should enty complete section D.
Please amend your report to clarify this apparent discrepancy.

_Schedule H4 of your teport discloses an apperent contribution to “TN
GOP Legislative Campaign™ Please be advised that contributions to
federal committees and/or non-federal commmittees! organizations do pot
qualify as shared cxpenscs o be allocated between your federsl and
aan-federal accounts.  Conttibutions 1o fadersl committess should be
disclosed on & Scheduls B supporting Line 23 of the Detailed Sunumary
Page and contributions fo non-federal committezsforganizations on &
separate Schedule B supporting Line 29. Any reimbursement froin your
committee's non-federal account for any pottion of this contributien(s) is
nost permissible. 11 CFR §102.5(2)( 1)L} :

The Commission recommends that you immediately wansfer the funds
received by your federal account, 28 reimbursement for the non-federal
portion, back to your non-federal account. Although the Commission nay
take futther legal action conceming this prohibited activity, your prompt
action will b taken into consideration.

_.On Schedule(s) H4 supporting Line{(s) 21(a} of the Detailed Summary
Page, you have not included the full name andfor mailing address for
geveral vendors listed. Please amend your report aceordingly.

Nour EVENT YEAR.TO-DATE calculations for Administrative/Votsr
Drive are incorrest, EVENT YHAR-TO-DATE totals for adminisirative
and voter drive costs are derived by agpregating all disbursements during
the calendar year for the whole Administative/Veter Drive category.
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EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals for fundraising, direct gandidate support,
and exermpt activities are derived by aggregating alt disbursements doring
ihe calendar year within a specific event. These should be calcnlated by
adding the latest disbursement for a category or event to the previous
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE total for that category or event. This runming
FVENT YEAR-TO-DATE total should be disclosed after esach
dispursement is listed. Please amend your report by providing the correct

EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals.

-Your report contains information disclosed on Schedules H1 and H4.
These schedules are used by committees which have separats faderal and
non-federal accounts to disclose the allocation. of funds for ¢xpenditures
betwaen the two types of accounts. Your reports do not show paymenis
from 1 non-federal account on a Schedule H3, a3 would be customary for
committees who allocate between accounts. If your commiitee does not
maintain & non-federal account, all disbursements should be disclosed on 2
schedule B and no allocation schedules filed. Please clarify the proveduzes
you are currently using to atlocate shared expenses if any, and report future

disbursements appropriately.

A respomse or an amendment {0 yoOur original Teport(s) correcting the abave
problem({s) shouid be filed with the Federal Election Comntission within fifteen (1) days
of the date of thig letter. Electronic filers must file amendments (4o include statements,
ignati orts) in an electronic fi i in 1
antirety, rath ust those portions of the that are bei ended. If you need
assistance, please feel free to comact me O OUT toll-free mumber, (800} 424-3530 (at the
propt press 1, then press 7 to teach the Reports Analysis Division). My local mumber 19

(202) 694-1130.

Qincerely,

NE KA~

Antoinette Kitchen
Senjor Reports Analyst
271 Reports Analysis Division
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