FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-2
WASHINGTDN, DL, 20463
Henry A, Smith Jr., Treasurer
Demacratic State Central Committee of 0k
Louisiana General FECA Account I 2 1

P.O. Box 4385
Baton Rouge, LA 70821

Identification WNumnbet: COD071365
Reference: Amended 30 Day Post-General Report {10/19/00-11/27/00}, dated 1/13/01
Dear Mr. Smith:

This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the report(s)
referenced above, The review raised questions concerning certain information contained
in the repori(s). An itemizatien follows:

-Schedule A of your report (pertinent portion(s) attached) discloses a
contribution(s) from an organization(s) which is not 2 political conmmitiee
registered with the Commission. In order for your committee to accept
coniributions from unregistered organizations into accoumts used to
influence federal elections, your conmittee should take steps to insure that
the comiributor(s) used permissible funds to make the contribution(s} to
avoid violating 2 1.8.C. §§441a(f} and 441b or 11 CFR §102.5(b). Tinder
11 CFR §102.5(b), orgamizations which are rot political committees under
the Act and choose to contribute to federsl committees must gither: 1)
establish a separate account which contains only those funds penmitied
under the Act, ot 2) demonsirate through a reasonable accounting methad
that the organization has received sufficient fimds subject to the litnitations
and pmhih%ti::ms in order to make the contribution.

If the contribution(s) in question was incompletely ar incorrectly disclosed,
you should amend your original meport with clarifying information. In
addition, please clarify whether the comtribution(s) received from the
referenced orgenization(s) i3 permissible, To the extent that your
- commmittee has received impermissible funds, the Commisgsion recormmends
that yon (ransfer the impermissible funds to an account not used to
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influence federal elections or refund the impermissible amount(s) to the
donor(s} in accordance with 11 CFR §103.3(b). In order to protect the
donor’s interests, the Commmission tecommnends that you inform the
contributor{s) in writing to provide the donor(s) with the option of receiving
a refund or granting written authorization for 8 oansfer to another accoumt.

Please inform the Commission of your comrective action immediately 1n
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for the transfer-out or
refund. Should you choose to transfer-cut or tefund the contribution(s), the
Commission will presume the funds were impermissible if no statement
from your committes provides information to the contrary. Transfers-out
and refunds should be disclosed on a Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 25
of the report covering the period during which the transaction was made.

Although the Commission may take further legal action ¢encerning the
aceeptance of prohibited contributions, prompt action by your conuenittes in
- transferring-out or refunding the amounts will be taken into consideration.

-On Schedule H4 of your teport, you have fafled to include the PURPOSE
of all payments for exempt expenditures (EBR 50 All payments for
exempt expenditures (EBR 8C} must include both a unigue identifying code
and the purpose of the disbursement. Please amend your report to include
the missing information,

Your EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE calculations for exempt activities (EBR
5C) are ncomect. EVENT VEAR-TO-DATE totals for administrative and
vater drive costs are derived by aggregating all disbursements during the
aalendar vear for the whole Administrative/Voter Drive category, EVENT
YEAR-TO-DATE totals for fundraising, direct candidete support, and
exempt activities are derived by aggregating all disbursements Jduring the
calendar year within g specific event. These ghould be calculated by adding
the latest dishursement for a eategory or event to the previous EVENT _ -
YEAR-TO-DATE total for that categery or event. This running EVENT
YEAR-TO-DATE total should be disclosed after each disbursement is
Visted.  Please amend your report by providing the correc EVENT
YEAR-TQO-DATE totals.

' A written regponse or an amendment to your original report{s) correcting the above
problem(s) should be filed with the Federal Election Commission within fifteen {15} days
of the date of this Jeiter. If you need assistance, please feel free to contact me on our
toil-free number, (800} 424-9530 (at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the Reports
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Analysis Division). My local number is (202) 654-1130.

Sincerely,

it D

Edward D Ryan
Reports Analyst
209 _ Reports Analysis Division
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