
MISCELLANEOUS TEXT  (FEC Form 99)

***************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************

 

 

 

 

Mr. David Butler
Senior Campaign Finance Analyst
Reports Analysis Division
Federal Election Commission

REFERENCE: AMENDED APRIL QUARTERLY REPORT (1/1/2014 - 3/31/2014) RECEIVED 7/15/2014

Dear Mr. Butler:

Thank you for the opportunity to further explain the circumstances surrounding the amendment to our 1st quarter report
of 2014.

First, let me state that I take this issue very seriously and was shocked when I discovered that our original filing
contained no data.  As soon as I discovered the problem I filed an amendment containing the missing data.

I have been the treasurer of the Republican Majority Campaign PAC since its inception and have always done my best to
file reports on time with as complete information as possible.

I regret that I did not discover the missing data sooner. It wasn't until I was preparing to file the 2nd quarter report
and needed to check some figures in the 1st quarter report that I discovered the situation.

Since 1978, I have served as treasurer for over a dozen committees and have filed hundreds of reports and have never had
a serious problem occur.

When I filed the amendment on July 15, 2014, I also filed a Miscellaneous Text attempting to explain what occurred when
I filed the first quarter report on April 15, 2014.

Let me briefly re-state the facts. 

Prior to April 15, 2014, I followed my usual practice of assembling the information necessary for the completion of the
quarterly reports.

All of the necessary information was in my possession as of April 15th. I spent approximately four hours preparing the
quarterly report for RMC-PAC using the FEC File program provided by the FEC.

I completed the report on the evening of April 15 and ran it through the validation procedure and attempted to upload
the report. I made several unsuccessful attempts at filing the report. As I was preparing to make another attempt to
upload, something catastrophic occurred and the report vanished from my computer screen.

I panicked and began trying to figure out what had just happened. I opened and closed files, checked the computer
desktop and looked everywhere I could think of for the missing report. After a few minutes of this, something I did
caused what appeared to be a copy of the file to re-appear on my computer screen. Not wanting to take any chances of it
disappearing again, I immediately uploaded the file to the FEC. I received my usual on-screen confirmation that it had
been accepted and I heard my fax machine signal an incoming fax which always happens almost immediately after the
report
is filed.

I was greatly relieved that whatever had happened seemed to have resolved itself. At that point nothing I had seen
indicated to me that the report I filed contained no data.

I had a report for another committee that was due that night so I immediately switched my attention away from RMC-PAC
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and moved on to work on the next report.

As I explained in in the Miscellaneous Text attached to my original amendment, my situation is unusual because I file
the reports using a Macintosh computer, but the FEC File program is not written to run on a Macintosh computer. In
order to use FEC File I have to use a program which simulates the PC environment which FEC File was written for.

I have been using this set-up for a number of years through many versions of FEC File and it has been generally
satisfactory although there have been some quirks and anomalies which have occurred from time to time and still do.

In the past, but not so much recently, there have been some serious issues with FEC File. At one point it was not
generating accurate tallies for cumulative totals and I received an RFAI bringing it to my attention. After I pointed
out that the tallies were generated inside the program, the issue was dropped and in due course the problem was fixed in
later versions of the program.

I only mention this to say that FEC File, while not perfect, has steadily improved over time. I cant say for certain
that the problem that occurred on April 15th is the fault of FEC File although it seems that way from my perspective.

Ironically, filing an empty form is not something that could have occurred in the pre-computer era when everything was
done on paper.

I have seriously considered how best to prevent this problem from happening again. The most direct way to avoid this
problem is to double check each report after the upload to make sure its not an empty file. If I had done so in this
case, I could have filed the amendment one day late instead of three months late.In all future reports I will be double
checking the upload as soon as its posted on the FEC web site.

Further, I recognize the seriousness of this issue and stand ready to take whatever action is necessary to correct this
situation and install safeguards to prevent it from ever happening again. I take seriously my reporting obligations and
believe public disclosure of political activity is in the public interest.

Fortunately, the problem occurred with our 1st quarter report and was corrected more than three months before the
election.  It would have been an even more serious issue had it been closer to the election.

Regarding the expenditures reported on Schedule B none were used for public communications or voter drive activity and
therefore do not constitute independent expenditures or in-kind contributions.

I hope this response clarifies what occurred and offers some perspective that might be helpful to the commission it its
deliberations.

Sincerely,

Randy Goodwin
Treasurer
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