FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION R{-2
WASHINCTOM, 4. 20463

4 _ OCT 22 1997
Luther Allzn Marlowvan, Treasarer
American Sngarbeet Growers
Assogiation Political Action Committee
1156 15th Street, NW
Suite 1101
Washington, DC 20003

Identification Nurmber: CO0167684
Reference: Mid-Year Repart {1/1/97-630/97)
Dear Mr. Markowart:

This letter is prompted by the Commissten's preliminary review of the repornils)
referenced above. The review raised questions conceming certain information contained
in the report(s}. An itemization follows:

-Please identify the name and address of the payec for the in-kind
contributiom(s) disclosed on Schedule B for Line 23,

-Schedule B of your report discloses an in-kind contribution(s) designated
for the general election, but made before the primaty election (pertinent
portion(s) attached). In-kind contributions of equipment, such as
compuiers, with a long-term usefol life (e.g., an electiom cycle, or perhaps
tonget) are similar to contributions of money and may be designated for
elections beyond the next election, provided the contributor designates the
contribution as such in writing. A contribution of this type of equipment is
distinpuishable from inkind contributions that are used only for ome
particular election, such as neo-exempt contributions of food or beverages
consumed by primary election day workers, or prioting or mailing costs
related to general election events or fundraisers. Please amend your report
to include a deseription of the nature of the in-kind contribution(s) in
question. If the inkind contribution(s) on your report daes mot have &
“long-term useful life”, it may constitute an excessive contribution(s) for
the primary election {5e¢ Advisory Opinion 19%6-29}.

If the contribution(s} in question was incompletely or incorrectly disclosed,
you should amend your original report with clarifyving information. If you




have made an excessive contribition, yvou must request a refund of the
exoessive amount(s) and’or notify the recipient, in writing, of your
redesignation of the contribution. Refunds are reported on Schedule A
supporting Line 10 of the Detailed Summaery Fage of the report covering the
period in which they are made. Redesignations are reported as memo sntties
on Schedule P of the report covering the period in which the redesipnation
is made. 1t CFE §110.2(b) In the best interest of your comrmtee, all
refunds and redesignations should be made within sixty days of the
freasurer's receipt of the contributiony{s).

Please inform the Commission of your cerrective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of the refund request sent to the recipient
comminee(s). Althongh the Commission may take firther legal steps,
prompt action by  your committee to refind or seek redesignation of the
excessive amount will be considered.

-Schedule B supporting Line 23 of your report discloses a contribution(s) to
a candidate(s) for the 1996 peneral election; however, the funds were
disbursed after the election date(s) (pertinent portion(s) attached}. Please
note that contributions may not be designated for an election which has
atready occurred unless the fiunds are to be used io reduce a candidate
committes's debts incurred during that election campaign. Please clarify the
contribution(s] and diselose any redesignations or refunds as necessary on
the appropriate schedules.

~Your report disclosed a category of financial activity that has been
reflected on the wrong {ine of the Detailed Summary Page. In-kind
contributions to federal candidates should be properly disciosed om a

separate Schedule B, supporting Ling 23 of the Detailed Summary Page.
Please refer to the instmctions contained on the forms i determine the

proper categorization when prepaning your next filing,

A wrilten response or an amendment to your original report(s} comecting the above
problem(s) should be filed with the Federal Election Commission within fifteen (15) days
of the date of this letter. If you need assistance, please feel free to contact me on our

toll-free numbes, (200) 424-3520. My local number is (202) 215-3580.

265

Sincerely,

DUAL

Melissa Hurd

Reports Analyst
Reports Analysis Division
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