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FEDERAL SLECTION COMMISIICHY RQ-3

VU ASHINDT N, DT 20dns

March 27, 2003

P. James Nichoizson, Troasirer
Marme Republican Paty

T Sliver Street

WatenTile. ME 04201

{dentification Number: COGOG3E] 1

Reference: Amendad 12 Day Pre-Genesal Reparl (W/102-10716/07), recaived
10425402

Dieer Mr. Micholsan:

This fetter iz to inform you thar as of March 26, 2003 the Commisson has not
received vour response to our request for edditional information, dated March 3, 2003,
This sades requests information essental to full prblic disciesure of your federal election
campaign finances. To ensure compliance with the provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act (the Aci), please respond to s request (copy enciosad},

An adeguate response must be received ar the Commission by April 16, 2003,
Adeguate responses received on or before this dare will be taken into considerssion in
determining whether audit action will be imtiated. Requesis for extensions of time in
which to responsd witl not e considered. Failure to provide an adequate response by
flis daee may remui in an sudit of the commiitee. Failure 10 comply with the provisions
of the Act may also resuit in an enforosinent action against the conunittee,  Any response
submitted hy your commitiee will be placed on the public tecord and will be considersd
by the Commmssion prior to taking entorcamment sotion.

------

reports] in an slesteonic format and st submit an apended tepert in s entir ather

then just those portione of the report that are baing amended. I you have any quaskons
reearding this maiter, plesse contast Kristen Davis on our tobi-free winber, {800]
424-5330 (at the prompt prese 1, then pregs 2 to reach the Reports Analvats Division], our
local vamber 15 {2027 694-1130,

Sincaraly,

R AL

John By, (Chleom
Assistant Steff Director
Repurts Analysis Division

Enciosure
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FEDERAL FLECTIC w SO BEE 0N

WUARRNSETON [ L
P. James Michalson, Treasurer
Maine Republican Party MAR U B 200
T4 Sitver Street
Waterville, M 049¢]
[dentification Number: COoBon31i
Refersnce: Amendad 12 Day Pre-General Report (F0:/01/02-10/16/02), received

12502
[heav My, Nicholzon:

This letter i prompted by the Commission’s preliminary veview of the report(s)
referenced above. The review mised guestions conesming certain information contamed
in the report(s). An itemszaton follows:

Scheduie A of vour report {pertinent portion(s) attached) discioses one or
more contriburions which appear to sxceed the Fimits set forth in the Act. 2
5.0 §441a(fy and 11 CFR §110.1(d) prohibit a commtiee and i1

affiliates From raceiving any confribution from another political commrttee
O peISOn in exsess of $5,000 per calendar year.

If any apparently excessive coniribution in question was incompletciy or
incoreeetty disclosed, vou must amend your original report with the
clanfying nfonmation,

If apy comtribution vou teceived exceeds the limits, yoo may have to
refund the excessive amount, The funds can be retained iF withon 50 doys
of Teceipt, (1) the excessive amount was properiy reatinbuted to another
person, sugh as a joint account holder. hy obmining signed written
authorizations from each persen making the contwibation purswant ta bl
CFR 118.1(%)}3Y, and {2) the weasurer infoems the person making the
conmibuiion that he or she may request the return of the zicessive partion
of the contribution if it is not intended te be a joint conmbution. Any
request front s donor for & refund must be honored.
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MAINE REPUBLICAN PARTY
FAGE 2

Alternatively, the funds can be retained if within 80 days of regeipt you (1}
transterred the excessive amount o an ascount not used o infiuence federal
elections, and (2} provided wrtten notice 0 the person making the
contrihution of the option of receiving & refunc. Any regusst fTom a donor
for a refund must be honored.

[f the foregaing conditions {or reatttzbutions or transfers to & non-federyl
accoun! were 1ot met within 60 days of receip, the excessive amount mest

be refunded.

- Please inform the Commission of vour corrective action imimediately in
ik writtng and provide a photocopy of your check for any transfer-out or
refund. In addition, any reattnbutions shoubd be reported as memao entries
it on Schedule A of the repost coveritig the period during which the
£ apthorization Tor the reatbibution is received. Any transfers-out or refunds
T should be disclosed on Schedule B supporting Line 22 o 28 of the report
i during which the transactica was made,

“ Alfhough the Comvmission may take further legal action regarding the
- acosptance of an excessive conitrbution(s}, prompt wsction by your
sommittae to sesk reattmibution, transfer-out or refund the txeessive amount
w1l he taken into consideranon.

Schedile B supporting Line 23 of your report discloses one ar mere
contibutions o a candidateds) for the 2002 Primary elaction; however, the
Funds were disbuersed after the eiection datefs) (perinent portion(s)
attached), Please note that contribitions may not be designated for an
glection which has already ocourred unlbess the funds are to be used o
reduce a cundidate commuttee’s debts incurred during thet election

SN

If any soparensly impenmissible comiibation in question was mcompletely
ot incotrectly disclosed, vou should amend wour originzl repor with
clarifying information,

If you have made an ropermissble contribulton, you must '2quest a Terund
or provide a written suthorizarion for a redesignation of the contribusion
pursuamt to 11 CFR §110.2{b) within 60 days of the weasurer’'s recelpt.

T¢ the fovegoing conditions for redesignstions were not met within 060 days
of the Teasuret™s receipt, vour comminer muzt obran a retund.
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Flease infors the Commssion of your comrsctive action immediazely in
writing and provide a photocopy of the refund or redesignation request serit
to the reciplent committesis). 1n addition, any refunds should be disclosed
on Schadule A supporting Line 16 of the report covening the penod during
which they are received, Any mdesignations should be disglosed as memo
eitries ot Schedule B supporting Line 23 of the report covering the perios
during which the redesipnation is made. 1@ CFR §110.1{b)

althoogh the Commission may take further fegal action regarding this
impermissibie activity, your progy action in obiaining a refund andior

t:’ redesignating the contributionis’ will be raken into consideration,

’ ~The totats listed on Lines 11{h), 11{d), and 12, Column B of the Detaled
i Summary Page{s) appear to be incorrect. Please be advized that vou should
fad add the "Calendar Year-to-Date” total from vour previous report to the
i current "Total This Period" figure from Cojumn A to derive the comest
" Column B fotals. Please amend yvour repod and any subsequent reports that
= may be affected by this correction.

oF -Jternized disbursements must include & brief statement or description of

why the disbursements were made. Please amend Schedule(s) H4 of your
weport to clarfy the following  desenipiion(s): “Office supplus,”
“Consilting OFFICE SUEVLIES” “Consulting CASTAT LAROR” and
“Consulting CAMBPAIGN EXPENSES.” For further guidance regarding
ageoptable purposes of disbursements, pleasz refer wo 11 CFR 104 3k}

Schedule & supporting Line 1Hb) discloses a transfer(s)-in fiom the
Republican National Cormmittee.  Schedule B supporting Line 21k
reflects PAyments for “Lawn Signs.” Please be advized that a state or loced
patTy commitise may pey for carnpatgn materials (such as humper stickers)
that are distribored by voluntecrs in connection Wwith au:rivity on hehalf of
the party's nowtnces in a generad election, Paymenws for this tvpe of
activity are exempt from the definition of a contribution or expendinre if
gertain conditions ate met, The sanditions are that no public advertising
may be wsed, including distribution by direct maeil (mailings by a
cornmercial vendor ot from commercial 1ist5); 2l funds used far the activity
must be permitied under the Aci; none of ihe funds used may have been
designated for a particular candidaie: and finaily, paymenis for the activity
may pot be made from ransfers-in from the national committes {o
spevifically fund the activity, For further gmdam:u, please refer 1o 11 CFR
£100.7(b){ 15} and {17) end to the Campaign Guide for Party Committees.
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of the dste of this letter,
desigmarions and reports) in an electronic jormat and must submmt an smendsd report in

Pleass clavify the nature of the transfer(z)-in and subsecuent payinents for
the aforsmentioned disbursemnentis). I the activity disclosed on your
repoct does not mieet the definition of “exempt” acdvity as described ahowve
and i any normon of the expenditures were made on behalf af spectfically
tdennfied candidates, that amount must be diselosed oo Schedule B or F
sunporting Line 23 or 23 of the Detailed Summary Page &5 spprapoate.

-Your report disciosed a category of firancial activity that has been
reflenied o the wrong fine of the Detailed Summary Page. Tramsiers from
affilinied commitiees should be properly disciosed on a separate Schedule
A, supporting Line 12 of the Detailed Summary Page. Please refer io ihe
instictions contained on the forms to detepmine the proper categonization

when prepating your nex: {iling,

A response or amendment to your onginal repott(s) correcting the above
problam(s) should be filed with the Tederal Election Comuission within ffteen {13) days
Electennic filers must file amendments (to include staterments

nzed assiszance, plense feel free w contact e on our toli-fres mumber, (800) 424-3530 {at
the prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the Reports Amalysis Division). My local

nember is (202) 694-11340,

297

Sincerchy, o
Ao 3 L
- £

Krigten R Davis
Campaign Finance Analyst
Reports Analysis Division
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