FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-2

WALHIMOTON, 0.C 26D

Dronplas White, Treasurer

Black America’s Political Action Conumnittee

2029 P Strest, NW, Suite 302 FER 2 7 2002
Washington, DT 20036

[dentificanon Number: CO0300921
Reference: Mid-Year Report {1/1/01-6/30/01}
Dear Mr. White:

This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the report(s)
referenced above. Tha Tevicw raised questions concerming certain information contwned
in the reporss). An ttemization follows:

-Commission Regulations requirc that a committee disclose the
sdentification of all individuals who ceontnibute in excess af $200 in &
calendar year, (11 CEFR §104.3{a}4}i)) [dentification for an individual is
defined as the full name, mailing address, occupation and name of
emplover. (11 CFR §100.12) Your repurt discloscs cotitributions [rom
individuals for which the identification is not complele.

You must provide the missing mformation, or if you arc unable to da so,
you must demonstrate that “best efforis” have been used to obtain the
information. To establish “best efforts,” you must provide the Commisgion
with a dectailed description of your procedurcs for requesting the
information. Establishing “best ctforie™ is a three-fold process.

First, vour original solicitation must include a clear and CONSPICTIONS redjuest
(ot the contributor information and must inform the contributor of the
requirements of federal law for the reporting of such information. (11 CFR

§104.7(63 1))

Second, if the information is not provided, you must make one follow-up,
stand alone effort to obtain this information, repardless of whether the
commbution(s) was solicited or mot. This effort must cecur no luter than 30
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days after receipt of the contnbution and may be in the form of 2 wntten
reqnest or an oral tequest documented in writing. (11 CFR § 104.7(b)2))
The request musi:

« cleary ask for the missing information, without soliziting a contribution,

s inform the contributor of the requirements of federal law for the
reporting of such information, and

s if the Tequest is written, include a pre-addressed post eard or retum
gnvelope,

Third, if you receive contributor information afier the contribution{s) has
been teported, you shall either a} file with your next regularly scheduled
repoet, an amended memo Schedule A listing all the contributions for which
additional information waz received; or b) file on or before your next
regularly scheduled reporting date, amendments to the repart(s) originally
disclosing the contmbution(s). {11 CFR §i04.7(b)4))

Plcase provide the missing information or a detailed desenption of your
procedures for rocquesting the informaton. For more mfarmation on
demonstrating “best efforts,” please refer to the Campaign Guide.

_Schedule A supporting Line 17 of your report discloses a payment(s) from
Omega List Company. it appears this reeeipt was for goods and/or SErvices
provided by your committee, 11 CFR §100.7(2)( 1 )}{n){A) states that “...the
provision of any goods ot services without charge or at a charge which 1s
less than the usual and normal charge for such poods or services 18 &
contribution.”  Examples of goods and services include equipment,
supplits, persommel, advertising services, membership lists, and mailing
lists. The term “usual end normal charge” for goods 18 defined as “..the
price of those goods in the market from which they ordinarily would have
been purchased at the tme of the contnibution™.

Furthermote, Advisory Opinion 1986-14 states “...1o avoid treatment as a
contribution, the sale/purchase price paid to the political committce may not
excecd the “usual and normal charge”. Ploase elarify whether your
committes assessed the usual and nonmnal charge for fhe gpods andior
services you provided and explain the steps your committee tock i
determining the amount charged. If your committee provided the goods
andior services at less then the usual and normal charge, the difference
between the two is considered to he an in-kind contribution received by
your committee from a corporation and 18 prohibnied subyect to the limiis set
forth at 2 11.5.C. §441b{a)}
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ltemized disbursements must include a brief statement or description of
why the disbursements were made. Please amend Schedulc B of your
report to clarify the following description(s): consulting foes and consulting
capense.  For further suidance reparding acceptable purposes of
disbursements, please refer to 11 CEFR §104.3(b)(3).

“Your report disclosed a category of financial activity that has Deen
reflectad on the wrong line of the Detailed Summary Page. Contributions to
Federal Candidates/Committees and Exploratory Committees should be
properly disclosed om a separate Schedule B, supporting Line 23 of the
Detailed Summary Page. Plesse tefer to the instructions contained on the
forms to determine the proper categorization when preparing your next
filing.

A Tesponse or amendment to your original repori(s) comrecting the above
problem{s) shonld be filed with the Federal Rlection Commission within fiftezn (L5} days
of the date of this letter. Electronic filers must file amendments in an electronic format

and wnust submit an_amended report in its entirety, rather than just those portions of the
report that are being amended. If you need assistance, please fech free o contact me on

aur toll-free numbet, (800) 424-9530 (at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the
Reports Analysis Division). My local number is (20:2) 694-1130.

Sincerely,

&M}{ﬁ of [ oemaln

AnpelL.. Willhamson
Senior Reports Analyst
282 Eeports Analysis Division







