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Margaret Conway, Tteasurer
Sierra Club Polincal Ceommruties
85 Second Sireet
Sen Francigco, CA 41035 SEP 1 § 00

Identification Mumbwr: COB135368
Roference: August Monthly Report (7/1/02-7/31/02}
Drear Ms. Conway:
This letter is prompted by the Commission's prefiminary review of the report(s)

eferenced gbove, The review raised questions converning certain information centamed
in the repori(s). An itemizatirm follows:

Schedule B supporting Line 23 of your report discloses one Or more |
contributions t¢ & candidate(s) for the Primary slection; however, the funds

were dishureed after the election date(s) {pertinent porton(s) attached),

Plesse note that contributions may not he designated for an election which

has already occurred unless the funds are to be nsed w reduce a candidaie

committee’s debis incummed during that election campaign.

If any apparently impetmizsibie contribution in qusstion was mcompletely
or incorreelly disclosed, you should amend your original reporl with
clarifying information,

if you have made en impermissible contribetion, you nust request 4 refund
or provide a written awthorization for a redesignation of the comtribwtion
pursiant o 11 CFR §] 10.3{b) within 60 days of the treasurer’s recelyl.

If the faregoing eonditions for redesignations were 0ot met within 50 days
of the treasurer’s recelpt, vour committee must obtain a refund.

Pleass inform the Compnission of your corrective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of the refund of redesignation request sent
10 the regipient conmittze(s), In addition, any refunds should be disclosed
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o Schedule A supporting Line 16 of the report covering the period during
which they are received. Any redesignstions should be disclosed as memo
entries on Schednle B supporting Line 23 of the report covering the peried
during which the redesignation ¢ made. 11 CFR §110.1(k}

Although the Commission way take finther Jegal action tegarding this
jinpermissible activity, your prorapt action in obtaining a refund and'at
redesignating the contribution{s} will be taken into considerabion,

= Schedule E disclosss independent expenditres on behalf of federal

e camdidates {pertinent portion{s) attached). Schedule B of a previous feport

3 disclosed in-kind contributians on behalf of come of these same candidates.
g Under 2 LLS.C. §431(17), an "independent expenditure” is defined as:

o

_jﬁ ... an expenditure by a person expressly advocating the

alection or defeat of a ¢learly idenified candidate which i3

et made without cooperation or consultation with any candidate,

or any authovized conmmitiee or agent of such candidate, and
which iz not made in concert wath, or al the request ot
suggestion of, any candidate, or awy authorized comumities or
agent of such candidate.

The coordination invelved in making an fn-kind contribution to 2 candidate
may prociide your commnitiec fTom making an ndependent expenditure
support of the same candidats. Under 11 CFR §109.] fe), any expenditure
which does not gualify as an independent expenditure is congidered an
jnkind contdbution.  Plesse amend your reports to  disclose the
aforementionad tramsactions as in-kind contdbutions (Schedule B
supporting Line 23 of the Detailed Sunamary Page), or provide addibonal
danfving information comeeming the mdependent expenditures made in
support of Lynn Rivers,

If the reclassification of these expenditures as in-kind coniribstions rosuis
in excessive commbutions, the Commission recommends that you notify the
recipient(s} and tequest a refund of the amount in excess of 55N per
clection. Please inform the Commission immediately in writing and
provide a photosopy of vour refund request{s) sent to the reciptent(s). ko
addition, any refiund should be disclosed on Schedule A suppotting Line 16

af vour next Teport.
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Commission  Regulstions require that a committee  disclose the
identification of all individuals who contribute in ¢xcess of $200 in &
calendar vear. (11 CPFR §104.3¢a)(4)1)) [dentification for an individual 15
defined as the full name, tnailing address, ocewpation and name of
employer. (11 CFR §100.12} Your report disclozes comtmbations from
mdividuals For which the identificarion is not complete.

You must provide the nissing information, or if you ave pnable to do so,
you must demonsirate that “best offorts” have been used to obtain the

L : _ . - - -
_:‘:i' information. To establish “best efforts.” vou st provide the Lommission
. with a detailed description of yonr procedures for requesting the
1k information. Establishing “best efforts” is a three-fold process.

H
M First, your origina! solivitation must include & clear and CONSPICUOUS
2 request for the contributor information and most inform the contributor of
the requirements of federal law for the reponting of such information. (11
4, CFR 5104 7(bu 1)}
]
__‘j Second, if the infermation i2 wot provided, you muist make ane follow-up,
- stzmd slone effort to gbtain this informatien, regardless of whether the

contribution(s) was solicited or tot. ‘This effort must ocur o Later thag 30
davs aficr receipt of the contribugion and tnay be in the form of a wiitien
request 07 an oral request docutnented in writing. (13 CFR § 104.7(8)(2))
The roquest must:

o cleatly ask for the missing Information, withowt soliciting 2
contributian,

e ‘nform the contributor of the requirements of federal law for the
reporting of such information, and

« if the request is written, inelude o pra-addressed post gard or retum
cnvelope,

Third, if you teceive cantritutor information after the conttbution(s} has
heen reported, you shall either a) file with your next regularly schedwizd
teport, an amended memo Schiedule A listing 21l the contributions tor which
addifional information was received, or by file oo or before your next
yegularly scheduled reporting date, amendments to the report(s) criginaily
disclosing the contributionds). {11 CFR 04 7 {00

Please provide the mussing information or a detailed descriphon of yout
procedures for requesting the information. For move information of
demonstrating “best efforts,” please vafer to the Campaign uide.
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Plesse wmend Schedule B supporting Line 23 by providing the Offies
Saught, State, and Congressional Thetmet (If applicablc} for each
contribution made. 11 CFR §104.3(bX 2311} and (v)

A response or amendmenwt tp vour orginal report(s) covrecting  the above
problemis) should be filed with the Federal Blection Commussion within fifteen (15) days

need assistanee, please freel free to contact me on our toll-free number, (300) A2:4-2330 {at
the prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the Reporiz Analysis Division). My local

nuirtber is (202) 694-1134.

Sincerely, .
AL \fj" /UJ/‘; 7)

Jane Parks
(Campaign Finance Analyat
293 Repaorts Anatysis Division
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