FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-Z

WASHITMO TSN, D 2nday

[emarus Carlson, Treasurer
Mebraska Republican Federal Campaign
Committee
421 5. 9" Street, Suite 233 FEB 9 7 2002
Lincoln, NE 6B30E

Identification Number: COO032334
Reference: 12 Day Pre-Special Report {1/1/01-3/30/03 )
Tyear br. Carlson:

This lettet is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the reports)
referenced above. The review raiscd questions concuming certain information comamed
in the repott(s). An itemization foliows:

Commission Repulations rtequire that a committee disclose  the
identification of ali individuals who contribute in expess of 5200 in a
calendar year. (11 CFR §104.3(a}(4)(i)) Identification for an individual 1s
defined as the full name, mailing address, occupation and name of
employer. {11 CFR §100.12) Your report discloses contributions feom
individuals for which the idemification is not complete,

You must provide the missing information, or if you are unable to do so,
you mmst demonstrate that “best efforts™ have been used to obtain the
information.  To establish “best cfforts,” vou must provide the Commission

with a detailed deseription of your procedures for Tequesimg the
information. Establishing “best efforts™ is a three-Told process.

First, your origimal solicitation must include a clear and conspicuous request
for the contributor information and must inform the comtributor of the
requirements of federat taw for the reporting of such mformation. (11 CFR

E104.7{b){ 1))

Second, if the information is not provided, you mmust make ong follow-up,
stand alone effort to obtein this information, regardless of whether the
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contribution(s} wag solicited or not. This effort must occur no later than 30
days after receipt of the contmbution amd may be in the form of a writen
request or an oral request documented in wniting. (11 CFR § 104.7(by(2})
The request must:

+ clearly ask for the missing information, without soliciting a contribution;
inform the eomtributor of the requirements of federal law for the
reparting of such inforrmation, and

» if the request is wTitten, mclode a pre-addressed post card or retuo
envelope,

Third, if you reeeive contribwtar information after the contribution(s) has
been reported, you shall either a) file with your next regularly scheduled
report, an amended memo Schedule A listing al! the contributions for which
additional information was meeived; or b} {ile on or before vour next
regularly scheduled reporting date, amendments to the report{s) eriginaliy
disclosing the contribution(s). {11 CFR §104.7(bX4})

Please provide the missing information or a detailed description of your
procedures for requesting the information.  For mere information on
demonstrating “best afforts,” please refer to the Campaign Guide.

_Please be advised that the ballot composition rztio for allocation of
administrative and generic voter drive expenses should be the same for state
party committess in the same state. Schedule H1 of your report discioses
the federal portion of administrative and generic voter drive expenses to be
50%. The federal portion is calenlated by cheeldng all the offices that will
appear on the next general election ballot and dividing the points for federal
offices by the total points for all offices. Flease venfy that your Schedulc
H1 adequarely reflects what will appear on the ncxt general election ballot.
If necessary, please amend your report to include a cortected HI

“Your report discloses limited payments for administrative expensss.
Administrative expenses arc payments made for the purpose of operating a
political committee including, but oot limited to, rent, utilities, salanes,
telephone scrvice, office equipment and supplies. Bach state or local party
commitlce utilizing separate federal and non-federal aceounts is required to
allocate any administrative cxpenses between the accounts in propartion to
the BALLOT COMPOSITION METHOD derived from FEC Schedule H1.
A Schedule Hi must be Fled with the fist FEC FORM 3X filed ai the
beginning of each calendar year. 11 CFR §106.3{d)
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Any goods or scrvices provided to your commitiee by a person, except
volunteer activity (Le., a persen's time), woukd be considered an in-kind
contribution from that person, and would be subject to the disclosure
requirernents of 2 US.C. §434(b)3) and 11 CFR §104.13, and thc
limitations and prohibitions of 2 US.C. §541a and 44715,

Clarification regarding administrative cxpenses should be provided durimg
gach 1wo year election cyele beginning with the first report filed in the
non-election year. Please provide the necessary information tegarding
administrative expenses incurred by your commitiee and/or amend your
report tu disclose such ¢xpenzges according to the referenced provisions of
the Act and Commission Regulations.

Ttemized dishursements oust include @ brief statement or description of
why the disbursements were made, Flease amend Schedule(sy H4 of vour
report to clarify the following degeription(s): admin. For further guidunce
regarding acceptable purposes of disbursements, please refer w 11 CFR

$104.3(b)(3).

_Please amend your tepart by nroviding the address for sach disbursement
iemized on Scheduleds) Hd supporting Line(s) 2 1¢a).

“The Detailed Summary Pags, on Line 18 Column A of your teport,
discloses $23,701.51 in transfers from the non-federal account for joimt
activity for the roporting period. However, Line 21 (a)(if} Column A
discloses S12.332.46 as the non-federal share for joint activity for the
reporting period.  While the non-federal account is permitted to tramsfer
funds to the foderal account for shared achvity, transfers for shared activity
vamst be made within a 70-day time pegod: no more than (0 days before of

60 days after the payment to the vendor. 11 CFR §§106.5(g){(2) arnd
106.6(c)(2) Please clanily the nature of the transfers-in from the non-

federal account.

The Commission recommends that you immediately transfer back to the
non-federal aceonnt, the total excessive amount which was received by your
fedaral account outside the 70-elay time period. Although the Commisgion
may take further legal action concerming this prohibited activity, yout
promp action will be taken into consideraton.

A response o amendment te your original repori(s) correcting the abowve
problem(s) should be filed with the Federal Election Commisgion within fifteen (15) days
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of the date of this letter. Electromic flers must file amendments m an electronic format
and must submil an amended report in i enrivery, rather than just those portions of the
report that arc being amended. If you need assistance, please feel frec 1o contact me on
our toll-free number, (500} 424-9530 (at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the
Reports Analysis Division}. My local number is (202) 694-1130.

Sincerely,

T

Scor Walker
Repaorts Analyst
283 Report Analysis Division







