FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-2

WASHINGTON, O 20463

Joe R, Amold, Treazurer MaY "9 2
Tennessce Republican Party Federal
Election Account Victory 96
P.O. Box 330729
Nashville, TN 37203

Identification MNumber: COQU0220
Reference: 30 Day Post-General Report (10/19/00-11/27/00)
Dear Mr. Arnold:

This letter is prompted by the Commission’s preliminary review of the repors]
referenced above. The review raiged questions concerning certain mmformation contained
in the report{s). An itemization follovws:

Schedule A of your report (pertinent portion(s) attached) discloses a
contribution(s) which appears to exceed the limits set forth in the Act. 2
U.S.C. §441a(f) and 11 CFR §110.1(d) preclude a comumittce and 18
affiliates from receiving contributions from another political committee or
nerson in excess of $5,000 per calendar year.

If the contribution(s) in question was incompletely or incortectly disclosed,
vou should amend your original report with the clarifying information. If
the comtribution{s) you received exceeded the limits, you must seek
reattribution of the contribution pursuant to 11 CFR §1 10.1(k), transfer-ont
the amount in excese of $5,000 to an account not used to influence federal
dlections or refund the excessive amount to the donor(s) in accordance with
11 CFR §103.3(b). In the best interest of your committee, all reatinbunions,
transfers-out, and refunds should be made within sixty days of the
treasurer's receipt of the contribution(s). Tn order to protect the donor's
interests, the Cotnmission recommends that you inform the cominbutor(s) in
writing to provide the donor(s} with the option of granting wiitten
authorization for a reattribution or tramsfer-out 1o another account or
receiving a refund.
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Please inform the Commission of your corrective action immediately in
writing and provide & photocopy of your check for the transfer-ont or
vefund. Tn addition, any reattributions should be reported as memo entries
on Schedule A of the report covering the petiod during which the
authorization for the reattibution is received. Any transfers-out or refunds
should be disclosed en Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 28 of the repori
during which the transaction was made.

Although the Commission may take further legal action regarding the
acceptance of an excessive contribution(s), prompt action by your
cornmittee to seek reattribution, transfer-out or refund the excessive amount
will he taken into consideration.

Schedule A of your report (pertinent portion{s) attached) discloses a
contribution(s) from an organization{s} which is not a political commitiee
registered with the Commission. In order for your committee to accept
contributions from unregistered organizations into accounts used to
influence federal elections, your committes should take steps to insure that
the contributor(s) used permissible funds to make the contribution(s) to
avoid vielating 2 U.S.C. §§441a(P) and 441b or 11 CFR £102.5(k). Under
11 CFR §102.5(b), organizations which are not political committees under
the Act and choose to contribute to federal commuittees must either; 1)
establish a separate account which contains only those funds permitted
under the Act, or 2) demonsirate through a reagonable accounting method
that the prgarization has received sufficient funds subject to the limitations
and prohibitions in order to make the contributon.

If the contribution(s) in question was incompletely ot incorrectly disclosed,
you shoutd amend your oripinal report with clantfying information, In
addition, please clarify whethetr the coptribution(z) received from the
referenced organization(s) is permissible. To the extent that your
committes has received impermissible funds, the Conmission recommends
that you tramsfer the impermissible funds to an account not used to
influence federal elections or refund the impermissible amount{(s} te the
donorts) in accordanee with 11 CFR §103.3(b). In order to protect the
donor's intetests, the Commission recommends that you inform the
contibutor{s) in writing to provide the donon(s) with the option of
receiving 2 refund or granting written anthorization for a ansfer to
another account.
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Please inform the Commission of your coreciive action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for the transfer-out or
refund.  Should you choose to transfer-out or refond the contribution{s),
the Commission will presume the funds were impermissible if no statemant
from your committee provides information to the contrary. Transters-out
and refunds should be disclosed on a Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 23
of the report covering the periad during which the trangsaction was made.

Although the Commission may take further legal action concerning the
acceptance of prohibited contributions, prompt action by yout comrmittes in
transferting-out or refunding the amounts will be taken imte consideration.

_The totals listed on Limes 6(c), 7, tl{a)ii), 11(a)(iii), 11{d), 19, 20,
21{a)(i), 2i(a)ii), 3¢ and 31, Column B of the Summary and Detaled
Summary Page(s) appear to be incorrect. Please be advised that you should
add the "Calendar Year-to-Date" tatal from your Amended 2000 12 Day
Pre-General Report to the current "Total This Petiod” figure from Column
A to derive the correct Column B totals. Please amend your report and any
subsequent teports that may be affected by this comrection.

-Commission Regulations tequite that a committee disclose the
identification of all individuals who contibute 1n execss of $200 in a
calendar year, (11 CFR §104.3{a}{$)(1)) [dentification for an individual is
defined as the full name, mailing address, occupation and name of
employer. (11 CFR §100.12) Your repori digcloses contributions from
individuals for which the identification is hot complete.

You must provide fae missing information, or if you are unable to do so,
vou must demonstrate that “best efforts™ have been used to obtain the
information. Ta establish “best cfforts,” you must provide the Commission
with a detsiled descripion of your procedurss for requesting  the
information. Establishing “best efforts™ is a thre¢-fold process.

First, your original solicitation must include a clear and conspicuous tequest
for the cootnbutor information and must inform the contributor of the
requirements of federal law for the reporting of such information. (11 CFR

§104.7(b)(1))

Secend, if the information is not provided, you must make one follow-up,
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stand alone eoffort to obiain this information, regardless of whether the
contribition(s) was solicited or not. This effort must occur no later than 34
days after receipt of the contribution and may be in the form of a written
request or &1 oral request documented in writing. (11 CFR § 104.7(b)2))
The request must:

« cleatly ask for the missing information, without soliciting a contribution;
inform the conttibutor of the requirements of federal law for the
reporting of such information, and

= if the request is written, include a pre-addressed post card or remm
envelope.

Third, if you teceive contibutor information after the contribution(s) has
heen Teporied, you ghall either a) file with your next tregularly scheduled
report, an amended meme Schedule A listing all the comritautions for which
additional information was received; or 1) file on or before your next
regnlarly scheduled reporting datz, amendments fo the report(s) origivally
disclosing the contribution(s). (11 CFR 5104, (b 4))

Please provide the missing information or 2 detailed description of your
procedurss for requesting the information. For more information on
demonstrating “best efforts,” please refer 1o the Campaign Guide.

Vour EVENT YEAR-T(Q-DATE ecalculations for Admimstrative/Voter
Drive ate incomect. EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals for administrative
and voter drive costs are detived by agpregating all disbursernents during
the calendar year for the whole Administrative/Voter Drive category.
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals for fundraising, direct candidate support,
and exempt activitics are derived by aggregating all disbursements doring
the ealendar vear within a specific event. These shouid be calculated by
adding the latest disbursement for a category or evept 1o the previous
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE total for that category or event. This nunming
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE total should be disclosed afier gach
disburschient is listed. Please aménd your report by providing the correet
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals,

_On Schedule H4 supparting Line 21(a) of the Detailed Sirmmary Page, you
have failed to include the purpose for several joint expenditures to various
vendors, Note that the umigue identifying code for an event is not
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considerad an adequate description of purpose. Pleage amend your report to
include this misaing information.

_Tiemized disbursements must include a brief statement or description of
why the disbursements were made. Please amend Schedulz(s) H4 of your
report to clarify the following description{s}: Censulting, Miscellaneous.
For further puidance regarding acceptable purpeses of disbursements,
please refer to 11 CFR §104.3(b)(3).

A wiitten response or an amendment to your original report(s) correcting the above
problem(s) should be filed with the Federal Election Commission within fifteen {15) days
of the date of this letter, If you need assistance, please feel free to contact me on our
toll-free number, (200) 424-9530 (at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the Reports
Analysis Division}. My local mumber is (202) AS4-1130.

Sincerely,

) L 2T

Donald L. Averett
Reports Analyst
224 Reports Analysis Division
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