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FECFERAL ELECTIOMN COMMISSION
WATHINGTEN, 1.6, Tk February &, 2003

Eart Seales, Treasurer

Diemocratic Fxecutive Committee of Florida
210 Thomasville Road

Tallzhassee, TL 32303

Identification Number: CO0R0S56
Reference: October Carterly Report (7/1/02-9/3G/02)

Tear Mr. Seales:

“Fhiz better is to inform vou that as of Febreary 5, 2003, the Cummission has oot
received your response to our request for additionel information, dated January 13, 2003,
This notice reguests infarmation essential 1 full public disclosurc of your federal election
compatgn Doances, Te ensure complianee with the provisions of the Federal Election
Carnpaign Act {the Act). pleass respond 1o thiz reques: {copy enciosed).

An adequale response must be received at the Comnmission by February 26, 2005,
Adequate esponses received on or before (his date will be taken into considerstion in
determining whether audit action wilt be initiated. Requests for exfensions gf time in
which to respend will not be considered. Falure to provide an adeguate 1ospanse by
tiia date may vesult in an audic of the cormmittee, Fatlure to comply with the grovisions
of the At may also result in an enforcerment action against the commitles. Any TCsponse
subrmitted by vour committee witl be placed on the public record and will be considered
by the Commijssion prior to taking enforcement action.

Elecironic fiters must file amendments (10 inciude stalemlents, designations_and
reports)_in an eleclronic format aud mus STt g0 amended repory in s entinoty, rather
thap just those portions of the repor thar are being_amended. I wou sipubd have any
questions regarding this mater, please contact Erik Kocppen on our toll-free number
(400Y 4249530 {at the prompt press 1, theni press 2 to reach he Roports Analysis

Thwistony or our bocal mumber (2023 694-1130

Singergly,

Iohn . Gibson
) Aszatant Staff Ihtector
Reparts Analysis [Dvision

Enclosars



23037981005

RO-2
FEDERAL. EEECTION COMMISSIOIN
WAS] 1N GTEN DL GlHad

Earl Scales, T reasurer
Democtatic Executve Conamites of Florida
210 Thomasville Road
4; Tallahuewes, FL 32303 ey 2003

o 1dentification Nomber: CMKI0S54G1T
. Reference: October Quarterly Report (7/1L02-8730/)2)
I, Dyear Mt Scales!

o This letter is prompted by the Commission's prelimmary review of the report{s)
raferenced ahove, ‘The review raised gueslions eoncerning certain information contamed
in the report{s). An itemizarion follows:

~Schedule A of your report (pertinent portion(s) attached) discloses one or
mome contributions which sppear 0 exceed the lmils set forth m the Act. 2
L.5.C. s44lalf) and 11 CFR $116.1(d) prohibit & somnuées and {18
2ffilistes from receiving any contribution from another political commrtiee
or person in excess of 55,000 per calandar vear.

If awy apparsntly excessive contribution m question was ineempisicly or
incorrectly disctosed, you must amend your ongnal report with the
clan fying information.

i amy contribuzion vou received excseds the hmits, you may have to refund

e cxcessive amounl. The funds can be rewained if withm 60 days of
receipt, (1) ihe oxctssive amount wes properly reatiributed to another
persor,, such as & joint aecount holder. Dy obtaining signed -wotles
suthogzations from each person making the contribution pursuant %o 1]
CFR. 110.1{k)3), and (2) the neasuter infomms the perion making the
comtribmtion that he ot she may request the renim of the excessive portion
of the contribution if it is mot inferded to be = joiat contributien.  Any
request from a donor for & refund must b honored.
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Alternatively, the funds can be vetained if within 60 days of receipt you (1)
tensiemed the excessive amount o an ascound not used to influence federat
elections, and (2} provided written notice to the person making the
contribution of the aption of receiving a refind.  Any request from a donor
for a refund must be honored,

if the foregoing conditions for reattributions or trangfers o a non-fedevsl
account were not Toet within 60 days of receipt, the excessive amount must
be refiunded.

Please nform the Commission of your correciive action mwnediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for any tramsfer-out or
refund. In addition, amy reatteibutions should be reported as memo entries
on Schedule A of the report covering the period during which he
authorization Tor the reattribution is recejved. Any transfers-out of refinds
should he disclosed on Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 23 of the report
during which the tmnsection was made,

Althoush the Commission may teke further legal action reparding the
acceptance of an excessive contributionis), promp: atction by vour
comndee o seek regenibution, ransfer-out or refund the excessive amount

will be taken into consideraticn.

The totals listed on Lines 11(a)iii}, 11{c}, 11{d), 12, 21(a)i), 2i{a)ii),
210h), 23e), 28(=), 28(d), and 31, Celumn B of the Detailed Summary
Pageis) appear to be incorect.  Pleage be advised that you should add the
"Calendar Year-to-Date” total from vonr previous report to the curremt
"Total This Period” figure from Column A to derive the cortect Column B
totals. Plesse amend your report and any subsequent reports that may be
affected by this cormection.

Your report discloses receipts totaling $40,000 from “ASDC/Dollars for
Dewoerats”, which is a joint fundraising sommrtteeds) affiliatad with your
cotrmittee. Flease be advised that a memo Schedule A must be provided to
Hemize vour gormmittes's share of fhe gross contributions teceived through
the joint fundraiser(s). The mgme schedule should wemize each individual
who has contgbuted an agaresate in excess ol $2{H) during the calendar
year, and provide the amount of upitemized commbutions reccived.  In
addition, the memo schedule should emire your comynittes's sharz of all
conmibutions from political committees, regavdless of amount.  Please
amend your report by providing the omitted meme schedule(z). 11 C¥R

§162. 17U RIINE)
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.Schedule A supporting Line 15 discloses a refund of 2 disbursement made
t0 “Creer, Margolis, Mitchelf, &Burms.” However, it appears that this
dishursement was not previously reported by your commines.  Please
amend the appropriate report(s) and disclose the original date of e
dishrsement oo Schedulz B or Hé supporting Line(s) 21(b} or 21{a) of the
Detailed Summeary Fage,

Conimission Reculations requite that a commihee disclose  the
ideptification of all individusis who vontribute in excess of 5200 m a
calendar year. (11 CFR §104.3(2)(4)i)} {dentification for an individual 15
defined as the full name, mailing address, occupation and neme of
emptoyer. (11 CFR §100.12} Your report discloses contributions from
individuals for which the identification is not complete.

-

I
GF ST o
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Viou must provide the missing information, or if vou Brz unable to do o,
you nst demonstraie that “best efforts” have been used to obmin the

T

3 nformation. To esteblish “best efforts,” you must provide the Commission
B with & detailed deseripion of your procedares for requesting  the
infutination. Establishing “best effors” is 2 three-fold process.

First, your otiginal solicitation must include a ciear and conspicuous regiuest
for the contrituitor information and mmust inform the canmibuior of the
requirements of federal law for the reporting of such informatien. (1] CFR

§104. 7L} 13}

Second, if the mformation 13 not provided, you rust make oie follow-un,
stand alone effort fo obtain this information, regerdicss of whether the
commibutionds) was solicited or not. This effort must ocenr no later than 30
davs after receipl of the contrebution and may be in the form of 2 wTItten
reguesl or an ol request ducumented in Writing. (11 CFR § 104. by 2T)
The requast st

clearly ask for the missing information, without spliciting a contriburion,
inform the contdbuter of the requirements of federal law for the
reporting of such information, and

» if the reguest is wnbtien, nelode a pre-adidressed post card of TONLIM
envelope.

Third, it you receive contributor mformation after the contribution{s) has
been reported, you shell either a) file with your nexi teputarly scheduled
report, an amended memo Schedule A listing ol] the contobutions for which
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additional information was received; or b) file on or before your next
regularly scheduled reporting datz, amendiments to the report(s) originally
disclosing the contribution(s). {1} CFR §104.7b){4}}

lease provide the imissing information or a detailed description of your
procedures for requesting the isformation. For more ieformation on
demonstrating “best efforts,” please refer w the Campaign Guide.

Schedule B supporting Line 22 {pertinemt portion(s) attached) discloses
$13,462 in disbursemenis to “Peoples First Community Bank™ for “33/67
Account”. You are advised that 11 CFR §102.5 prohibits a nop-federal
aceonnt from financing activity in connection with federal elections. Pleass
provide clarifying information regarding these transactions including the
datels) when the original activity was canducted by the non-federal account.
b addition, if auy of the distursements disclosed were made to miluence
the elzction or defeat of specific federal candidates, the dishursements
showd he allomated socordingly aed disclosed 85 either in-kind
sontributions on Schedule B supporting Line 23, independent expencliteres
ot Schedule E supporting line 24, or as coordinated expenditores on
Schedule F supporting Line 23, 11 CFR §§104.3(b)(3) and 106.1

Aldcugh the Commission may initiate legal action regerding the activities
conducied by your non-federsl account, any slarifying information hat you
can provide will be tken into consideration.

_Schedule B supporting Line 29 {periinent portion(s) attached) discinses
$4.250 in transfers to what appears 10 be a non-federal account of your
committee. Please provide further ciarification regarding this transier to
your nou-federal account, as there does not appesr w be a receipt on
Schedule A dated 8771/02 to support this dishursermnent to your non-fedetal
agcount.

You are advised that 11 CFR §102.5 prohibits a non.federal account from
finencing acovity iv conuection with federal elections. 1F any of the
dishursemants disciesed on Schedule B supporting Line 29 wete made 1o
infleence the election nr defear of specific fedema candidates, the
disbursements shonld be abiorsted sccordingly and disclosed as either
in-kind contributions on Schedule B supperting Line 23, independent
expenditures om Schedule B supporting Line 24, or as coordinated
expenditires on Schedule F supporting Line 25. 11 CFR §§104.5(D)(3; and
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196.1 In addition, i vour non-federal account has paid any expendinires
which should Tave been allocated, vou are advised 10 commect amy
non-compliance with 11 CFR §196.5 and 1(6.¢ and estabiish procedures to
insure fners compliance with alloestion regulations.

Vour EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE calenlstions for Administrative/Voter
Peive are itcorrect. EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals for administranve
and voter drive costs are derived by aggregating all dishursements during
3 the calendar vear for the whole Administrative/Voter Drive category.
o EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals for fundraising, direct candidate suppoit,
ind and exempt activides are derived by aggregating all disbursements during
:_’ the calendar vear witlin a specific event. These should be catenlated by
adding the latest disbussement for a category or event to the previous
: EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE iofal for that category or event. This runming

EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE tom! should be disclosed after cach
o disbursement 15 listed, Plezse amend your report by providing the cotrect
s EVEMT YEAR-TO-DATE totals.

_ftexrized dishursements must include a brief statement o7 descriphon of
= why the disbursements were made. Please arsend Schedule(s) H4 of your
report 1o clarify the following description(s}: “ASY,” "[DEC Development,”
and “Expenses”. For further gwidance regarding acceprable purposes of
disburscmets, ploase refer to {1 CFR £104.3(b){3).

Schedule H4 of your teport discloses an sppatent confribefion o the
“Demnocratic Senatorial Campaign Committes™ and several local party
comemittees. Please be advised that cammbutions to federal commitiecs
andior pon-federal committecsiorpanizations do nit qualfy as shared
expenses to be sllocated between your federal and non-foderal accounts,
Comizibutions to federal cowmitiees should be disclosed on 2 schedule B
supporting Line 23 of the Detatled Summary Page ard comtiributions 1o
Gon-federal committeestorganizations on & separate Schedule B sUppoTting
Line 29. Any reimbursememt from your commitiee’s non-federal accaunt
for any portton of #ms contributon(s) is not permmissible. i1 CFR
§16G2.5(@ 101

The Commission tecomtnends hat you immediately transfer the funds
regeived by your federal account, as rettnbursement for the non-federa
portion, back to your nop-federal account. Although the Commission may
:ake further legal action cosceming this prohibited activity, yoor prompt
aetion will be taken into consideratien.
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Schedule HA of vour report discloses several payment(s) which are
categorized ns an Administtanive’Voler Drive expenses; however, the
purpose of dishursement disclosed are “Final charges for 13" “Ledzing-31,"
“Meais-J],” "Plagues-T3," “Refind-} Ticket” “Refund J¥ Tix,” and
“Travel-JI". Please be advised that peyments made for your comeninee’s
fundraistog activides must be allocated according to the funds received
method and the ratio teflected on Schedule H?. Please amend your report
to correctly disclose these activities or provide clarification regarding this

apparent discrepancy.

Please be advised that Schedule H2 is used for shared federal and non-
faderal fundraising, exemyd, and direct candidate support sctivity. The ratio
for administrative expenses is derived from the Schedule HI and should
not be included on your Scheduls H2. Please amend your report 10 clarify
this diserepancy.

A respouse or amendment to your original report{s) comecting the shave
problems) should be filed with the Federat Eleation Conumission within fifteen (15) days
of the daie of this letter. Electronic filers must file gmendments (to mclude statements,
designations apd reports) in an electromic formar and mast submnit an_gmended report in
its entirery. rather then just thosg pertions of e report that are being smended, 1 you
need assistmnce, piease feel free 1o conact me on gur wil-free number, (BOO 424-9530 {ar
the prompt presc |, then press 2 o reach the Reports Analvsis Division). My local
narsvher 1s (202) 654-11 3.

Sincerely,

5?;;4{,-?;-: ‘%f?w’-

Erk W. Kosppen
Campaign Finance Analvst
288 Reports Analysis Division
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